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Introduction 


T he opeiations of the Library of 
Congress to some extent mirror the 
trends affecting the Amencan Na- 
tion as a whole, for it serves the Congress 
of the United States and the Congress re- 
sponds to the national interest If any 
one development in the Library’s sei vices 
during the past year can be singled out as 
most prominently representing a national 
trend or movement, it was the heightened 
use of its resouices m the field of science 
and technology beginning in the fall of 
1957 — a use that can be correlated with 
the great upsurge of popular interest in 
science and the widespread examination 
of the Nation’s capabilities in the field that 
were engendered by the International 
Geophysical Year and, in particular, by 
the launching of the first artificial earth 
satellites This was reflected in every im- 
portant part of the Library’s work — in the 
reports it was called upon to furnish to 
Congress, in its reference seivnce to othei 
components of the Government and to the 
general public, m the use of its biblio- 
graphic apparatus, m its publications, and 
in the character of its acquisitions through 
copyright deposit and through exchange 
That the Library of Congress should 
make a significant contribution was inevi- 
table because of its very character as a 
national repository of the literature of 
scientific research From the time of its 
second founding in 1815 with the purchase 
of the books of Thomas Jefferson, who 
declared that “the mam objects of all 
science are the freedom and happiness of 
man” and who zealously collected impor- 
tant scientific treatises as a necessity foi 
his library, the Library of Congi'ess’ collec- 
tions have steadily developed in this all- 
important branch of knowledge The firm 


grounds for then pieeminence were laid 
m 1866 w’lth the leceipt by transfer of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s 40,000 volumes 
of “memoirs and transactions of learned 
societies throughout the world” and of 
“important scientific and liteiai\ peiiod- 
icals ” Since then these collections have 
grow’n to enormous size through the con- 
tinuance of the exchanges foimed by the 
Smithsonian Institution and the devel- 
opment of the Libiary’s owm worldwide 
netw'ork of exchanges, which now' encom- 
passes more than 16,000 agreements with 
foreign governments and private research 
centers, laboratones, universities, and 
other scientific and technical institutions 
The collections have been augmented, 
moreovei, through other sources of acqui- 
sition — through the operation of copv- 
iight, w’hich brings in all those American 
and many foreign publications that are so 
legistered, through transfers of material 
from other components of the Govern- 
ment, through domestic exchanges, 
through purchases from bookdealers 
throughout the world, and through the 
assistance of the Department of State and 
other agencies of the Government whose 
representatives overseas help m procuring 
matenal in particular countnes 

Much of what comes in yearly from 
these sources is not actually made pait of 
the collections, for the Library pursues a 
selective policy in adding to them But 
counting only these pieces that have been 
organized within the 7 broad categories of 
“Geography — Anthropology” (Class G). 
“Science” (Class Q), “Medicine” (Class 
R), “Agriculture” (Class S), “Technol- 
ogy” (Class T), “Militar\' Science” 
(Class U), and “Naval Science” (Class 
V), at the end of fiscal 1958 the Library 
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had accumulated a total of 1,485,793 
boohs and pamphlets in the scientific field 
}^Ioreo\er, any survey of the Library’s re- 
sources for scientific studv must also com- 
prehend Its nearly 2,400,000 maps and 
atlases; its Sla\ica and Oiientalia collec- 
tions, the laigest in this hemisphere, its 
accumulation of the publications of the 
United States and foreign Governments, 
earning many lepoits of reseaich, its 
pliotogiaphic and microfilm collections, 
and its manuscript holdings, winch include 
the papeis of noted figiiies in the histor\ 
of aeronautics and of other scientists Of 
sei ials contributing substantially to scienti- 
fic knowledge, it is estimated that the 
Libiaiv has been recei\ mg 12,500, be- 
Iie\ed to be the most impoitant of those 
currently being published thioughout the 
world; and it leceives and sei vices tens of 
thousands of the technical reports, chiefl\ 
on Government-sponsored research, which 
are the most recentlv developed vehicle for 
con\ eying newly discovei cd scientific 
information 

It is not meiely through the acquisition 
of mateiial that the Libraiv makes its con- 
tribution to the national scientific effort, 
but through putting it to effective use 
This IS accomplished in a variety of ways, 
the moie obvious ones being the reference 
sei vices ot furnishing material to readers 
within the Library buildings, providing 
books on interlibrary loan, and answering 
a multitude of inquiiies Of signal im- 
poitance also are the cataloging and bib- 
liographic services b\ which, through the 
analysis, description, and dissemination of 
information about its holdings in science 
and technologv, the Libiary makes its col- 
lections known to the Government and the 
Nation These include the continued de- 
velopment of its systems of subject classifi- 
cation and subject headings, which are 
used b\ major reseaich libraries through- 
out the countiv , the printing and distribu- 
tion of catalog cards, the maintenance ot 
the National Union Catalog, with caids 
locating research mateiial m 700 North 
American Iibi aries, and the publication of 
The National Union Catalog and othei 
catalogs in book foim, and the issuance of 


monthly accessions lists of new serial titles, 
materials received from the USSR and 
from other East Euiopean countries, and 
materials relating to Southern Asia. In 
addition, the Librarv’' administers, on funds 
transferred from the Department of De- 
fense, several large-scale projects furnish- 
ing analytical, abstracting, and biblio- 
giaphic services on scientific and technical 
materials that need to be intensively em- 
ployed in undertakings important to the 
security of the United States and the free 
world 

Among the measures the Libiary took to 
meet the demands of a year when the 
Nation as a whole gained a new awareness 
of science was the assignment of increased 
icsponsibihties to the Science Division, in 
Februaiy 1958 the Bibliography Section of 
the foimer Technical Information Divi- 
sion was placed under it, and it became 
the Science and Technology Division 
The names of the East European Acces- 
sions List and the Monthly List of Russian 
Accessions were changed to Ea^t Euiopean 
Accessions Index and Monthly Index of 
Russian Accessions to emphasize the fact 
that thev are not merely lists but subject 
guides covering a w^ealth of current re- 
search material Many other develop- 
ments m the Library’s operations as the 
national library of science are described in 
the several chapters of this report 

The central role of the Library on the 
scientific-information scene was recognized 
m legislation considered at length during 
1958 and passed shortly after the end of 
the fiscal year The creation of a Science 
Infoimation Council, established by the 
National Defense Education Act (Public 
Law 85-864) , grew out of hearings held 
on the need for a Department of Science 
and Technology as part of the Executive 
Branch, the Librarian of Congress w^as 
named ex officio a member of this Council, 
which IS designed to advise, consult with, 
and make lecommendations to the head of 
the Science Information Service of the 
National Science Foundation 

Possibilities of using United States- 
owned foreign currency to acquire foreign 
books and journals, especially in the scien- 
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tific fieldj and to establish programs 
abroad for indexing, abstracting, and 
otherwise making such materials a\ailable 
to the United States were enhanced b\ 
the passage of Public Law 85-931, which 
amended and extended Public Law 83- 
480, the Agricultural Trade Development 
and Assistance Act of 1954 It provides: 

For financing under the dnection of the 
Libiarian of Congress^ in consultation with 
the National Science Foundation and 
other interested agencies^ in such amounts 
as may be specified from time to time in 
appiopriation acts, {!) programs outside 
the United States for the analysis and 
evaluation of foreign books, peiiodtcals, 
and other materials to determine whether 
they would piovtde information of tech- 
meal or scientific significance in the 
United States and whether such books, 
periodicals, and other materials aie of 
cultural or educational significance, (2) 
the registry, indexing, binding, reproduc- 
tion, cataloging, abstracting, translating, 
and dissemination of books, penodicals, 
and related materials determined to have 
such significance, and (3) the acquisition 
of such books, periodicals, and other mate- 
rials and the deposit thereof in libraries 
and research centers in the United States 
specializing in the aieas to which they 
1 elate . . 

Other Major Developments 

The Libraiy’s appropriations for the 
year were a reflection of the sympathetic 
attention Congress has given to the institu- 
tion’s basic needs Total direct appro- 
priations to the Library under the regulai 
bill for 1957 amounted to $11,647,500 
Supplemental appropriations for the dis- 
tribution of catalog cards and the books 
for the blind program were granted in the 
amount of $123,000, making a total of 
$11,770,500, or an increase of $1,132,892 
over the $10,637,608 for fiscal 1957. Of 
this increase almost half, or $532,000, was 
to enable the Library to meet new statu- 
tory requirements pursuant to which each 
Federal agency must contribute to the 
Federal Employees Retirement Fund an 


amount sufficient to match payioll-de- 
duction contributions to the fund The 
balance of the mciease, amounting to 
$600,892, piovided for 59 new positions 
and for such mandatory requirements as 
ingrade increases, increased costs of work 
performed by the Government Printing 
Office, general pi ice increases for books 
and services, and a moderate expansion 
m the progiam for the blind. 

Services to Congress reached a satisf>- 
ingly new high The Library’s primary 
arm for semng Congress is the Legislative 
Reference Seivice, which answered 67,843 
Congressional lequests for information, 
ranging from simple telephone inquiries to 
lequests for advanced research reports on 
questions of public interest Other de- 
partments of the Library handled 37,346 
such inquiries In addition to supplying 
answers to questions, providing compie- 
hensive reports, and furnishing staff ex- 
perts to advise Committees, the Library 
performed other services, such as making 
loans of material from its collections to 
Congressional offices , last year these loans 
outnumbered all other categories It also 
made available duplicate volumes for 
Congressional offices to furnish to schools 
and other institutions, gave advice on the 
disposition of office files, supplied transla- 
tions of documents in foreign languages, 
and performed many other services 

The internal organization of the Libiary 
underwent little change during the year 
As of June 30, 1958, it formed the com- 
posite presented on the chart pieceding 
this introduction The Personnel Divi- 
sion, the Secietary’s Office, and the 
fiscal services underwent certain internal 
changes, which are described in the chap- 
ter on the Administrative Department 
The Library’s collections at the end of 
the year, by the most exact count that 
could be devised for them, numbered 
36,905,919 pieces These consisted of 
11,411,475 volumes and pamphlets, span- 
ning man’s achievement as recorded in 
print from the time of Johannes Guten- 
berg to the present day; 15,687,836 manu- 
scripts, principally the papers of American 
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statesiiieii without uhich the histoi\ ol oui 
Nation eannot be wiitten, 2,969,843 
negatives, punts, and slides, 
piev i\ing the \jsual recoid of its past and 
the pieseiit, 2,387,286 maps and \iews, the 
most ioiiipieheiisive caitogiaphic collec- 
tion existing anyuheie, L988,572 pieces 
of music, in manusciipt as well as in print, 
182,879 fine punts and leproductions, the 
aitistic treasuie of mam centuiies, 
414,868 talking books for the blind, 
161,389 bound \oluiiies of newspapers, 
135,048 leels and stiips oi miciofilm, 
100,364 miciopiint cards, and 35,664 
niiciocards, containing many millions of 
pages of research material, 121,883 reels 
of motion pictuics, 104,271 phonogiaph 
lecords, and 784,541 other pieces such as 
broadsides, photostats, and posters, which 
do not admit of separate categorizing 

Indicative ol the Libraix's emphasis 
upon conti oiling its growth was the fact 
that the number of pieces disposed of by 
exchange, transfer to other Federal li- 
biaiies sale as publications, donation to 
educational institutions, and other means 
was laiger than the number leceived from 
all acquisitions souices, amounting to some 
5 360,000 pieces The number of pieces 
actually added to the collections was 
787,280, almost exacth the same as last 
%eai <786,9821 

By the end of the fiscal } ear the Library 
was well launched on an experiment to 
test the feasibility of a "■'different ’ ap- 
pioach to the problem of attaining univer- 
sal cataloging Designated as "‘cataloging 
in souice,” this experimental procedure is 
based on cataloging a book before punting 
and having the catalog cntiT printed in 
tlie book Itself Although the idea is not 
new — indeed, its analogues can be traced 
as far back as the 1870's, a number of 
publishers at one time or another have 
employed it in their publications — the 
scale upon which the tiial program was 
launched was impiesswe After a pielim- 
inarv suivev of the problems mvmived, 
which w^as cained out foi the Libiaiy’^ by 
Andiew^ D Osborn, Assistant Librarian of 
Haivard Umveisitv, the Libraiy m May 
1958 accepted a grant of $55,000 from the 


Council on Libraiy Resources, Inc , foi a 
thorough one-yeai trial This has two 
main objects to test the financial and 
technical problems involved m cataloging 
from final page piool, which is to be ac- 
complished through cataloging 1,000 titles 
issued by presses of various sizes and types ; 
and to asceitam how libraries of varying 
sizes and degrees of specialization, forming 
what might be called the consumer public, 
may make use of the catalog entry in the 
publications they acquire 

This experiment continues a chain of 
events set in motion in 1901, when the 
Libraiy began selling copies of its printed 
catalog cards to other libraries Since 
then it has sold more than 650 million 
such cards In February 1953 the card 
service was improved by the establishment 
of the “All-the-Books’’ plan, whereby pub- 
lishers supply the Library with advance 
copies of their books for cataloging and 
print the preassigned card numbers in the 
volumes to facilitate ordering Other li- 
biaries and at least one commercial pub- 
lisher have also printed and distributed 
catalog cards on a large scale, both indi- 
vidually and under various cooperative 
arrangements Libraries are still faced in 
many instances, however, with inevitable 
delays m obtaining the cards they need 
and with the cost of matching cards and 
books The investigation of “cataloging 
in souice’’ is intended to determine 
whether this approach would solve some 
of the difficulties 

x\nother development of considerable 
impoitance was the beginning of printed- 
card cataloging for Chinese, Japanese, and 
Korean publications This was the frui- 
tion of years of growth in coopeiation 
among libraries having major collections 
of Far Eastern material Rules for stand- 
ardizing capitalization and cataloging 
practices were gradually worked out by the 
Libiar)'s Orientalia Processing Commit- 
tee^ the other libraries concerned, and the 
American Library Association’s Special 
Committee on Far Eastern Matenals, and 
they were approved by the ALA at the 
end of fiscal 1957 In February 1958 a 
Far Eastern Languages Section was estab- 
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lished m the Descriptive Cataloging Divi- 
sion By the end of June more than 
10,000 preliminary entries had been made, 
more than 1^200 titles had received com- 
plete cataloging, and about 675 coopera- 
tive titles had been edited 

A number of notable publications were 
issued during the year The largest single 
undertaking, The National Union Cata- 
logs which cooperatively reproduces cards 
made by the Library of Congress and other 
libraries for material acquired since 1956, 
continued to expand in coverage and bib- 
liographical importance, during the year 
it began to incorporate titles in the Cyrillic 
and Hebraic alphabets In March 1958 a 
fundamental tool for the use of libraries, 
the 6th edition of Subject Headings Used 
in the Dictionary Catalogs of the Library 
of Congress^ came off the press, culminat- 
ing an undertaking that had been years in 
the accomplishment The expanding 
range of knowledge it delineated under 
subject control is illustrated by the fact 
that the new edition contains 1,357 pages, 
with 3 columns to a page, by contrast wuth 
the 5th edition, which had 1,204 pages of 
2 columns each Two key tools, which 
not only gave the scholarly world basic 
information about the Library’s collections 
but stand as notable contributions to the 
bibliography of their fields, were the fifth 
volumes of A List of Geographical Atlases 
in the Lib? ary of Congress and A Descrip- 
tive Catalog of Rare Chinese Books in the 
Libiary of Congress An outstanding 
example of fine printing was The Illinois 
Political Campaign of 1858^ A Facnmile 
of the Printer's Copy of his Debates with 
Senatoi Stephen Arnold Douglas as Edited 
and Piepaied for Press by Abraham Lin- 
colns which reproduces for exact study the 
scrapbook of newspaper clippings of the 
debates with Douglas which Lincoln per- 
sonally assembled Its publication in the 
centennial year of the debates was made 
possible by the donor, Alfred Whital Stem 
Notable also was Early Punted Books of 
the Low Countries from the Lessing J. 
Rosenwald Collection^ a catalog of an im- 
portant exhibit opened in the spring of 
1958 


Sales of Library^ of Congiess catalog 
cards again broke all records, aggregating 
more than a million dollars for the third 
consecutive year A total of 28,351,083 
were sold to nearly 10,000 subscribers. 
Net sales of the cards, coupled with sales 
of the Libraiy’s proofsheets, book catalogs, 
and technical publications, amounted to 
$1,600,330, an increase of approximately 
11 percent over fiscal 1957, and $1,558,- 
762 had been turned over to the United 
States Tieasury by the end of the year. 
This meant a recovery of 93 percent of the 
total appropriation made for the catalog 
card distribution service 

Earned levenues from fees received by 
the Copyright Office were the largest in its 
history, totaling $945,231; and $934,748 
had been transmitted to the Treasury by 
the end of the year. Copyright registra- 
tions brought in books, periodicals, musical 
compositions, and other materials to the 
number of 374,608, of which 201,349 were 
turned over to the Library for addition to 
Its collections 

Several measures affecting the Library’s 
collections and services in addition to those 
already noted were passed by the 85th 
Congress In last year’s report mention 
was made of Public Law 85-147, approved 
iVugust 16, 1957, which directed the Li- 
bianan of Congress to arrange, index, and 
microfilm the papers of the Presidents of 
the United States in the Library’s collec- 
tions and authoiized the appropriation of 
$720,000 for this purpose The sum of 
$100,000 was granted in the appropria- 
tions for fiscal 1959 for the first year of 
this undei taking Public Law 85-308, 
appioved September 7, 1957, removed the 
pieviously established limitation of $1,- 
125,000 on the amount to be appropriated 
annually for the Library’s program to fui- 
nish books and sound-reproducing ma- 
chines for the blind, and in consequence 
thereof the Library sought and was 
granted a supplemental appropriation of 
$75,000 in Public Law 85-352, approved 
March 28, 1958 Public Law 85-480, 
approved July 2, 1958, provided supple- 
mental appropriations amount to $60,000 
for the Library to begin to conveit to 
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cellulose acetate film paits of its papei 
print collection of early motion pictures, 
leceived between 1894 and 19123 of 
its Kleine Collection of motion, pictures, 
wlucli j% on cellulose nitiate 'nomafety) 
iilni. By Public Law" 85-874^ approved 
Septembei 2^ I 9583 the Librarian of Con- 
gress was named an ex officio member of 
the Trustees of the National Cultural Cen- 
ter^ w hose duties will be to ‘^maintain and 
administer” the center to be established m 
the Smithsonian Institution by voluntary 
contributions 

Tw"o meetings oi the Peimanent Com- 
mittee for the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Devise^ established by Public Law 84-2463 
appioved August 5, 19553 to administer 
the bequest made by the late Justice 
Holmes to the Nation, w"eie held during 
the \ear The Committee consists of the 
Librarian of Congress as chairman ex 
officio, together wuth four members ap- 
pointed bv the President of the United 
States fiom nominees proposed by the 
Amencan Philosophical Society, the Asso- 
ciation of Amencan Universities, the 
Amencan Histoiical Association, and the 
Association of American Law" Schools 
The Macmillan Company was selected as 
the publisher for the history of the Su- 
preme Court, preparation of w"hich the 
Committee is directed to supervise, and a 
conference of the authors of the \arious 
\oIumes m the historv was held m June 
1958 A sepal ate report to Congress on 
the w^ork of the Permanent Committee is 
being published 

In last \ears report announcement was 
made of the appointment of Rutheiford 
D Rogers to the position of Chief Assist- 
ant Libraiian, the second highest post in 
the Library, to fill the vacancy left by 
Verner W Clapp Mr Rogers, who as- 
sumed his duties in December 1958, has 
brought to his assignment a w^ealth of ex- 
perience and knowledge of librarianship 
There were a number of other changes in 


the principal administrative staff Burton 
W. Adkmson, who had filled the position 
of Director of Reference Department wrth 
distinction since 1949, resigned in Novem- 
ber 1957 to become head of the Office of 
Scientific Information of the National 
Science Foundation Roy P Baslei, Asso- 
ciate Director of the Reference Depart- 
ment since 1954, was appointed to succeed 
him and John Lester Nolan, Assistant Di- 
rector since 1954, became Associate Diiec- 
tor Ernest S Griffith announced his 
intention to retire m September 1958 to 
become Dean of the newly created School 
of International Relations at the American 
University — a decision that w"as accepted 
wuth deep 1 egret both by his associates in 
the Library and by mam Members of 
Congress to wffiom he had made the Leg- 
islative Reference Service a tool of the 
highest service Hugh L Elsbiee, who 
had served as Deputy Director of the Leg- 
islative Reference Service from 1955 to 
1957, w"as named to succeed him 
In their various capacities as specialists, 
and as practitioners of a profession in 
which coopeiation wuth others is the most 
piedominant characteristic, members of 
the Library staff have taken an active and 
in many cases leading part m the w"ork of 
many scholarly and professional organiza- 
tions A particularly notew"orthy instance 
was the service of Lucile M Morsch, 
Deputy Chief Assistant Librarian, as Pres- 
ident of the Amencan Libraiy" Association 
during 1957-58 It is a source of much 
pride that she was chosen by her colleagues 
for this honor and that many others on the 
staff received recognition for their attain- 
ments m other fields It is also a matter 
of pride to record that the accomplish- 
ments set forth in this Repoit aie the ac- 
complishments not of a single individual 
but of that corporate group of exceptional 
persons who compose the staff of the 
Library of Congress 



CHAPTER 1 


The Processing jDepartment 


Acquisitions Activities 

The Selection Officer examined 404^000 
pieces which had been received from non- 
:opyright sources and selected 89,000 for 
possible addition to the Libraiy’s collec- 
tions Ten percent of the remainder were 
earmai'ked for form-card cataloging or 
were sent as service copies to the various 
subject or area divisions of the Libiary 
The rest were added to the duplicates col- 
lection for use in exchange with other in- 
stitutions The receipts of the Copyiight 
Office were also examined daily; fiom the 
118,000 pieces examined, 53,000 weie 
selected for the Library’s collections, 
among them 6,000 foreign publications 

The application of increasingly rigid se- 
lection policies accounts, m part, for the 
large number oi pieces rejected It had 
been decided, for example, that the Li- 
brary would not ordinarily acquire foreign 
doctoral dissertations from universities 
with which the Midwest Inter-Library 
Center has comprehensive acquisitions ar- 
rangements, that it would defer to the De- 
partment of Agriculture Library and the 
National Library of Medicine as regards 
documents in the fields of technical agri- 
cultural and clinical medicine issued by the 
States and by foreign governments, and 
that It would acquire only the most im- 
portant elementary- and secondary-school 
textbooks and only a very small selection 
of translations, paperback reprints, minor 
works of fiction and juvenile literature, 
personally subsidized biographies and 
belles-lettres, publications of secondary 
schools, and house organs These meas- 
ures have released staff time for the cata- 


loging of mateiials ot more mipoitancc 
Several uncataloged collections of many 
years’ standing, including second copies of 
old copyright deposits and trade catalogs 
of World War I vintage, totaling 52,000 
pieces, weie culled, releasing space for 
shelving recent accessions 

The Acquisitions Committee re\ie\ved 
those sections of the selection manual 
which had been prepared by the Selection 
Officer m consultation with officers of the 
Reference Department At the end of the 
year 13 sections and part of a 14th (out of 
a total of 20 sections) had been re\ie\\ed, 
levised, and recommended for appro\al 
The Committee also revised and distrib- 
uted for the guidance of the staff 8 state- 
ments of the Library’s acquisitions policy 
regarding specific categories of publications 
and prepaied 1 new statement The re- 
visions leflected the resolution of long- 
standing problems or incorporated addi- 
tional piovisions to meet changed condi- 
tions 

Personal visits by membeis of the staff 
to foreign areas benefited the Library’s 
acquisitions piograms The most extensive 
of these was a 7 -week \isit to Europe by 
Lewis C Coffin, Assistant Diiector of the 
Processing Department Mr Coffin and 
Fred T Teal of the Department of State 
represented the United States at the meet- 
ing of the special intergovernmental com- 
mittee called to draw up a new convention 
for the international exchange of publica- 
tions, which was held in Brussels from 
May 28 through June 7, 1958 Prior to 
the meeting, Mr Coffin visited book- 
dealers, libraries, and other acquisitions 
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souices m London, Paiib, Vienna^, Stutt- 
gart, Wiesbaden, FiankfuiL Beilm^ Copen- 
hagen, Helbinkij Stockholm, Oslo^ Amstei- 
daiiij The Hague, and Biussels. Jennings 
Wood, Assistant Chief oi the Exchange and 
Gift Division, and Fostci E Mohihaidt, 
Diiector of the Department of Agnculluie 
Libian, weie the American lepiesentatives 
at the Senimai on the International Ex- 
change of Publications in the Indo-Pacific 
Aiea, held in Tok\o in November 1957 
While in Japan Mr Wood visited libraries 
and institutions in Tokvo, Osaka, Kyoto, 
and Kobe On the return journey he spent 
seveial dats m Manila and Honolulu to 
stiengthen the Libran's exchanges 

The Dcpai tment of State and especially 
Its Division of Acquisition and Distribu- 
tion, directed b\’‘ George A Pope, con- 
tinued to be helpful m acquiring publica- 
tions thiough Its oveiscas information and 
piocurenient facilities The inauguration 
b\ the Department of an aii-caigo seivuce 
fiom Moscow w'as particular^ v^aluable, 
making possible the lapid leceipt of issues 
of Russian peiiodicals 

Order Division 

The modest mciease in the Library's ap- 
propriation foi the acquisition of materials 
for the geneial collections from $300,000 
to $320,000 made it possible to expand 
slirihtlv — but not neailv to the extent 
needed — the piogiam to replace deterio- 
rating publications with miciofilm copies 
It also made some funds available for the 
purchase of older materials The Order 
Division inci eased bv 24 percent the num- 
ber of titles seal died to deteiimne whethei 
the Libiai\ alieady possessed copies and 
b\ 19 pel cent the numbei of titles ordered 
These increases are atliibiitable to a le- 
fineinent of procedures designed to achieve 
greater speed while retaining elBciencv 
Lhidei the blanket-oidei svstem, wTich was 
impio\ed by close inspection of publica- 
tions leceived and through frequent coiie- 
spoiidence, reliable bookdealeis m foreign 
countries continued to select cunent pub- 
lications foi the Library The telecom- 
munications svstem installed in 1956 and 


described in the Annual Repoit for that 
year (p 6j has now fully established its 
usefulness The program begun in the 
same year for placing the Libraiy’s period- 
ical subscriptions on a 3-year payment basis 
has reduced the time lequired to process 
subscriptions and payments coveied by the 
piogiam by 50 peicent and has cut down 
the cost of the subscriptions William H 
Kuith, Assistant Chief of the Order Divi- 
sion, leceived a Supeiior Service Award in 
lecogmtion of his initiative and industry 
in developing both of these programs, and 
was appointed chairman of the American 
Libiary Association's Joint Committee on 
Long-Term Periodical Subsciiptions 

Exchange 

For the fiist time m many years the total 
number of pieces receiv^ed through do- 
mestic and foreign exchange, transfer from 
Federal agencies, and official deposit 
showed a decrease This was due to a 
drop in transfeis from other Government 
agencies from some 2,500,000 pieces in 
fiscal 1957 to about 1,675,000 m fiscal 
1958 The number of pieces disposed of 
thiough exchange, transfer to other Fed- 
eral libraries, sale as publications, donation 
to educational institutions, and sale as 
waste paper was 5,360,000 pieces, or more 
than the total number of receipts from all 
acquisitions sources Seveial factors con- 
tiibuted to this result a review by the 
custodial divisions of unprocessed mate- 
rials in their custody, levaew by the Selec- 
tion Officer of several large collections re- 
ceived in earlier years, and an increased 
numbei of searches on the part of the 
staff of the Descriptive Cataloging Divi- 
sion to eliminate duplicate titles 

The agreement between the United 
States and the Soviet Union on cultural, 
technical, and educational exchanges, 
wffiich was signed at Washington m Jan- 
uary 1958, provides for further devUop- 
ment of change of publications between 
scientific institutions and societies and be- 
tween individual scientists and specialists 
in the two countries The Department of 
State continued negotiations with the gov- 
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ernments of several countries for executn e 
agreements covering the international ex- 
change of official publications Existing 
executive agreements vary widely in then 
effectiveness^ the chief difficulty being the 
absence in many countries of adequate 
facilities for collecting and transmitting 
official publications During the year the 
Department of State's assistance was called 
upon to obtain publications fiom 21 coun- 
tries with which such agreements existed 
The American embassy in the capital city 
of each of these countries discussed the 
Library’s needs with appropriate officials 
and transmitted wantlists to them The 
results were encouraging Surveys were 
also made of the Library’s exchange rela- 
tions with nongovernmental institutions in 
a number of countries^ and efforts were 
made to fill gaps in the collections which 
were revealed by these studies The num- 
ber of exchange agreements with foreign 
institutions and government agencies rose 
from 16^068 to 17,066j and theie was a 
small increase in the number of publica- 
tions so received The leceipt of publi- 
cations from Ethiopia, Germany^ Hong 
Kong, India, Israel, and Japan, m particu- 
lar, was stimulated Exchanges weie es- 
tablished with an additional 30 institutions 
in the Soviet Union, and exchange rela- 
tions with the academies of science of 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumania, and Yugo- 
slavia were strengthened The piocure- 
ment of the publications of international 
organizations continued to leceive special 
attention 

Improved pioceduies w’^ere effected for 
disposing of surplus duplicates not needed 
foi the Librai>’s collections or foi its regu- 
lar exchange program An increasing 
number weie exchanged on a priced basis 
for microfilm and tape recordings Mate- 
iials whose value did not justify this type 
of handling w^ere made available for dona- 
tion to educational institutions m this 
country Members of Congress or then 
staffs on three separate occasions selected 
a total of nearly 75,000 items fiom this 
residue foi institutions m their lespectne 
districts In May 1958 the time-limit on 
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making such selections was 2 emo\ed, and 
Members of Congress and authorized rep- 
lesentatives of educational institutions 
were imited to select from the collection 
dunng any of the Library’s regular work- 
ing days In the final weeks of the yeai 
an additional 8,750 items were selected 

Gifts 

As m pie\iOus yeais the Libiaiy’s collec- 
tions were enriched tliiough numerous gifts 
from generous mdmduals and organiza- 
tions Onl\ a few^ of them can be men- 
tioned here 

The Alfied Whital Stern Collection of 
Lmcolniana w^as notably strengthened by 
the addition of ovei 100 volumes, bioad- 
sides, and maps Lincoln Isham presented 
three Lincoln manuscripts and a Bible as- 
sociated with him Arthui A Houghton, 
Jr, gave funds which made possible the 
purchase of three rare \ olumes Louis 
Beyer ga\e a Charles Lamb presentation 
copy, a 1530 edition of Aiistotle’s Paiva 
Naturalia^ and a crayon poi trait of Alex- 
ander Pope Melville Eastham presented 
nine lare 16th-century atlases and John 
Fleming a German incunabulum 

Several significant music collections and 
compositions weie received Samuel Bar- 
ber gave the orchestral score of his ballet 
suite, Medea^ and veisions of thiee songs 
with piano accompaniments Aaron Cop- 
land presented the original scores of El 
Salon Mexico^ Lincoln Portrait, The Laik^ 
and Foui Piano Blues Walter Piston gave 
the oiigmal manusciipt scores of his Fust 
Symphony and Thiee Pieces for the Flute ^ 
Claiinet and Bassoon Richard Rodgers 
presented the original manusciipts of 
Caiousely Me and Juliet, and Pal Joey 
Mrs Sigmund Rombeig gave the manu- 
scripts of her husband’s The Night T 
Young, The Student Prince, and Winter 
Garden Shows More than 2,800 record- 
ings weie received fiom 88 manufactuiers 

Among the important manuscript col- 
lections leceued by gift wcie the papeis of 
Generals Nathan F Twining, Muii S 
Fan child, and Everett S Hughes, Admiral 
Stanley G Hooper Mis J Borden Harn- 
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man, Donald R Richbeig, Jesse H Jones, 
Paul Wayland Bartlett, Henr\^ F Pringle, 
Oscar Williams, Associate Justices John M 
Harlan and Horace H. Lurton, Lewis B 
Sciiwellenbach, Geoige Foit Milton, Mac- 
Kinlay Kantor, Robert Hebei ton Ten ell, 
and Joseph McKeen Cattell The Na- 
tional Consumeis’ League presented its 
lecoids for the yeais 1899-19465 and from 
members of the Hoe family came papers 
I elating to the film of R Hoe and Com- 
pany Additions were made to the papeis 
of Ulysses S Giant, Woodiow’ “Wilson, 
Harold L Ickes, Harry F Guggenheim, 
Willie P. Mangum, Edward Eyerett Hale, 
Kenneth Roberts, and Richard Washburn 
Child, to the Naval Historical Foundation 
Collection, and to many othei manuscript 
collections presented to the Library in 
earliei \ears 

These and other important gifts weie 
desciibed in the Qiiarte^ly Journal of Cur-- 
rent AcqutsiizonSj, m the Libiaiy of Con- 
gress Injoimatioii Bulletm, and in press 
releases 

Acquisition through Microfilming 

Thiee years ago the Ford Foundation 
made a grant of $15,000 to suppoit the 
Libiaiv’s joint program with the Com- 
mittee on Documentary Repioduction of 
the Ameiican Historical Association for 
miciofilmmg documentary materials m 
foieign depositories Now^ substantially 
completed, this progiam has opeiated 
through using the services of Fulbright 
Fellows and other American scholars 
traveling abroad. Under it 19 scholais 
from 18 American colleges and univeisities 
have received allotments for filming mate- 
rials m Finland, Japan, Italy, France, 
England, Austria, and the Netherlands 
Histoncal documents of great value and 
unpublished catalogs and inventories of 
important collections have been micro- 
filmed and made available m this countiy 
through deposit in the Library Previous 
Annual Reports have noted the filming of 
the ‘Tinnish Notes to the Tsar of Russia,” 
1811-1917, m the Finnish State Archives, 
of private papers of Japanese political 


leaders of the Meiji Restoration in the Na- 
tional Diet Libiary, of the Cornwallis 
papeis in the Public Record Office in 
London, of documents concerning the Rev- 
olution of 1848 in the Archives de France, 
and of instiuctlons to ambassadors of the 
House of Savoy m the Archivio di Stato at 
Turin During the final year of this grant 
Prof James G. Davis of Johns Hopkins 
University microfilmed unpublished in- 
ventories and catalogs in the libraries 
and archives of Venice, Padua, Ferraia, 
Verona, and Vicenza Prof William L 
Winter, formerly of the Teachers College 
of Connecticut, filmed registers of 
manuscript collections at the Algemeen 
Rijksarchief in The Hague and at the 
Rijksuniversiteit in Leiden Prof George 
W F. Hallgarten, formerly of Brooklyn 
College, copied inventories m the Ostei- 
reichisches Staatsarchiv in Vienna and in 
the Archives de France Prof Hilmar C 
Kiueger of the Univeisity of Cincinnati 
microfilmed 12th- and 13th-centui'v notar- 
ial cartularies in the Archive di Stato at 
Genoa Prof Harold G Deutsch of the 
University of Minnesota copied documents 
and private papeis m collections in the 
German Federal Republic Prof Joel G 
Colton of Duke XJmversity filmed the 
records of the French Socialist Party Con- 
gresses and Prof John H Mundy of 
Columbia University copied unpublished 
inventories m Toulouse and the sui round- 
ing region 

Under an cailiei giant from the Ford 
Foundation, the Library continued to 
microfilm catalogs of basic Slavic collec- 
tions in European libraries Reproduction 
of 16 was completed and the filming of 
another was m piogiess at the close of 
fiscal 1958 The catalog of Russian peri- 
odicals and newspapers in the Helsinki 
University and National Librar}, copied at 
the outset of the program, was searched 
against the collections of the Library of 
Congress, Harvard University Libraries, 
and the New York Public Library Cards 
for the 2,394 titles lacking or incomplete 
m these libraries were sent to Helsinki for 
an estimate of the cost of microfilming its 
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holdings The searching at Helsinki and 
the editing of the reports received was 
completed by the end of the year and the 
publication of a checklist giving titles^ 
number of pages, and holdings is planned 
Under the James B Wilbur Fund, mi- 
crofilm copies of manuscripts of American 
interest in England, Scotland, and France 
were added to the collections Copying at 
the Public Record Office in London cen- 
tered around a project, begun 2 years ago, 
of supplanting with photocopies the hand- 
written transcripts of important American 
materials in the Colonial Office records ac- 
quired, as the only foim then feasible, in 
the early decades of the European copying 
program With the receipt of 87 reels, 
reproducing 226 volumes, the photocopies 
of class 5 of these records are now sub- 
stantially complete thiough volume 284 
Other materials filmed in this repository 
were three volumes of the papers of Sir 
Charles Wyndham, Earl of Egremont, 
fiom the period when he was Secretary of 
State for the Southern Department (1761- 
63), and transcripts of Venetian state 
papers relating to the Ameiican Revolu- 
tion Manuscripts 485-500 of the Cun- 
ningham of Thornton papers in the Na- 
tional Register Office in Edinburgh were 
also filmed In France, a film was made 
of a privately owned journal and autobio- 
graphical account of Comte George de 
Caraman, who was connected with the 
French Legation in Washington, 1812-13, 
and through the good offices of Abel 
Doysie, 10 manuscripts in the collection 
of Vicomte Foy m Paris were microfilmed, 
consisting of letters written between 1784 
and 1790 to Comtesse d’Houdetot by Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Hector St Jean de 
Crevecoeur, and William Short 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of 
England presented a microfilm copy of the 
contents of an album in the library of 
Windsor Castle which contains 55 papers 
of John Jay, first Chief Justice of the 
United States Julian P Boyd, editor of 
The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, placed 
the master negative of the editorial con- 
trol files of this distinguished pi'oject in 
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the Libiaiv Prof Paul O Knstcller of 
Columbia University, as in previous years, 
made possible the acquisition of films of a 
number of handwritten inventories of 
manuscript collections in Austria, Ger- 
many, and Italy. Microfilms were also 
received on exchange from the National 
Libraiy of Ireland, the British Foreign 
Office Library, the Taylor Institution of 
Oxfoid University, and the British Mu- 
seum 

The Libiaiy published during the year 
A Descriptive Checklist of Selected Manu- 
scripts in the Monasteries of Mount Athos 
This checklist coveis all knowm sigmficant 
collections of photocopies of Mount Athos 
manuscnpts It lists the microfilms made 
for the Library and the International 
Gieek New Testament Project in 1952-53 
and photoreproductions prepared by 
Harvard University, by the Institut de 
Recherche et d’Histoire des Textes at 
Paris, and by the Deutsche Akademie der 
Wissenschaften in Berlin. 

John W Cronin, Director of the Proc- 
essing Department, again served as the 
Library’s representative on the interorgan- 
izational Microcard Committee and 
Thomas R Barcus, Technical Assistant m 
the Processing Department, as the Li- 
biary’s representative on the Liaison Com- 
mittee on Microfilming Manuscript Cata- 
logues George W Schwegmann, Jr , 
Chief of the Union Catalog Division, 
served as chan man of the Foreign News- 
paper Microfilm Project of the Association 
of Research Libraries and as secretary of 
the Copying Methods Section of the Re- 
sources and Technical Services Division 
of the American Libraiy Association. 

Publications about Acquisitions 

The Monthly Checklist of State Publi- 
cations IS a current bibliography of the 
publications of the States, territories, and 
insular possessions of the United States It 
is sent free to all agencies which provide 
copies of State publications for the Li- 
brary^'s collections An attempt is made 
to achieve comprehensiveness in its cover- 
age and, as an effort in this direction, 
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Alton H Keller, Chief of the Exchange 
and Gift Division, \isited the capitals and 
the State colleges and univeisities of 
Mulligan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, South 
Dakota, North Dakota, Idaho, Montana, 
Ne\ ada, California, Washington, and 
Oiegon The publication also benefited 
through the visit by Jennings Wood, As- 
sistant Chief of the division, to the Terri- 
tory of Hawaii Procedures for prepaiing 
the annual index ueie simplified and, as 
a new senace, the Checklist began to pro- 
vide notes on the discontinuance of serial 
titles, bibliographical relationships, and 
the like 

The 1937 annual volume of Xew Serial 
Titles, the second \alume in the second 
series of cumulations, was published in May 
1958 It contained 38,435 titles and 
145,895 locations m 300 xAmerican librar- 
ies, including all members of the Associa- 
tion of Research Libiaries The 1956 
cumulation, superseded the piesent 
\olume, listed 103,000 locations for 25 000 
serial titles in 270 libraries 

Fiscal 1958 maiked the 10th anni\eisaiw 
of the Monthly Index of Russian Acres- 
uons (foimeily the Mojithly List of Rus- 
sian Acce^nom) The fiist \olume con- 
tained 672 pages and listed, without 
translation of the titles, 3,999 monographs 
and 2,313 periodical issues, the tenth con- 
tained 3 530 pages and listed with such 
translations 11,209 monographs and 8,608 
periodical issues Recent veais have also 
witnessed a gi ow th m size of So\ let pei lod- 
icals, paiticulailv in the fields of science 
and technoiog\% fiom an axeiage of 20 
articles per issue in 1956 to moie than 25 
articles pei issue m 1958 The number of 
titles of periodical ai tides and monographs 
tianslated and indexed inci eased from 

154.000 m 1957 to nearh 176 000 m 1958, 
a gain of almost 14 pei cent Rudolf Smits, 
Chief of the C\rillic Bibliographic Proiect, 
was lesponsible for the compilation of 
Senal Pubhcatioiu of the Soviet Union, 
1939-1957 , A Bibhoi^iafjhic Checklist, 
issued m Ma\ 1958 Containing some 

7.000 entiies and a subject index, this is a 
gieath expanded edition of a preliminary 


checklist issued nearly 7 yeais ago It lists 
the holdings of the Libraiy of Congress and 
indicates other libraries m the United 
States and Canada in which sets aie to 
be found 

The number of libraries reporting their 
current acquisitions to the East European 
Accessions Index (formerly the East Euro- 
pean Accessions List) increased from 99 to 
124 This publication has shown a steady 
growth. With an average number of pages 
per issue of 198 in 1956, 237 in 1957, and 
263 in 1958 Nearly 7,700 monogiaphs 
w^eie listed and the contents of 8,300 peri- 
odical issues analyzed, as compared with 
7,500 monographs and an equal number 
of periodical issues last year In addition, 
approximately 18,700 periodical issues were 
listed without analysis and the total num- 
ber of entiles w^as increased from 157,000 
to more than 173,000 The annual list 
of East European periodicals being re- 
ceived by American libraries grew from 
2,703 to 3,357 titles and the companion 
list of new’-spapers from 363 to 383 titles 

The Quar telly Journal of Current Ac- 
quisitions, which IS edited m the Informa- 
tion and Publications Office of the Library 
and which serves as a supplement to this 
Annual Report, completed its 15th year 
of publication It presented reports by the 
\arious custodial divisions on material re- 
ceived during the past year and articles on 
items of particular interest among the 
year’s receipts The May 1958 issue, pub- 
lished on the Quarterly JournaFs 15th an- 
nn^ersary, was the largest in its history and, 
in addition to articles and reports, pre- 
sented a catalog of the exhibit honoring 
the centennial of the birth of Theodore 
Roosevelt 

The Southern Asia Accessions List is dis- 
cussed m the chapter on the Reference 
Department 

Documents Expediting Project 

Since 1946 this pioject has provided a 
centralized service to subscribing libraries 
(62 last year) in their acquisition of non- 
depository United States Government pub- 
lications w'hich are not available by pur- 
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chase from either the Government Print- 
ing Office or the issuing agency It is 
sponsored by the Joint Committee on Gov- 
ernment Publications of the Association of 
Research Libraries, the American Library 
Association, the American Association of 
Law Libraries, and the Special Libraries 
Association, and is administered by the 
Library of Congress under contiact with 
the Joint Committee The Kansas City 
Public Library joined m the project for the 
first time during the year The numbei 
of items sent to members under the estab- 
lished distribution system increased from 
90,000 to nearly 99,000^ and items sent in 
response to particular requests from 4,000 
to over 5,000. The project continued its 
cooperation with the Superintendent of 
Documents, furnishing for recoid purposes 
one copy of each publication distributed 
It also continued to participate in the proj- 
ects for microfilming the basic English 
scripts of the Voice of America and the 
Daily Reports of the Foreign Broadcast 
Information Service The publication of 
the project’s quarterly Bulletin was con- 
tinued, and in June 1958 a list of publica- 
tions distributed during the calendar year 
1957 was issued In the future a full list- 
ing of items currently distributed will be 
issued as a supplement to each number of 
the Bulletin 

Cataloging Activities 

A development of great potential impoi- 
tance took place in May 1958 when the 
Library of Congress accepted a grant fiom 
the Council on Library Resources, Inc , to 
expel iment with ''cataloging in source,"’ 
1 e , cataloging a book before it is pub- 
lished and getting the catalog entry printed 
m the book itself The basic idea is not 
new The Library Journal of September 
30, 1876, recorded a suggestion by C A 
Nelson that publishers issue with their 
books catalog entries on thin paper which 
could be mounted on cards and filed in 
library’' catalogs The R R Bowker Go 
actually conducted experiments along these 
lines m the 1870’s and early 1900’s In 
recent times, the Melbourne firm of F W 
Cheshiie & Co for several years repro- 
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duced catalog caids in some of its books, 
and a few agencies of the United States 
Government have printed identification 
statements in certain of their publications 
Reawakened interest in the idea led in 
January^ 1958 to an initial giant by the 
Council on Library Resources, Inc , to the 
Libraiy of Congiess Under this grant 
Andiew^ D Osborn, Assistant Librarian of 
Harvard University, explored with pub- 
lishers and libiarians some of the prob- 
lems involved His report indicated a 
favorable response on the part of those 
consulted and he recommended a pilot 
project to test the feasibility of "cataloging 
in source’' Dr Osborn’s lecommenda- 
tions were accepted, and the Council made 
available the sum of $55,000 for a 1-year 
experiment in piepublication cataloging 
The experiment will hav^e tw^o principal 
purposes The first will be to test the 
financial and technical problems involved 
in cataloging from final page proof and to 
discover whether such cataloging is feas- 
ible from the publishers’ point of view^ 
This will be accomplished by cataloging 
1,000 titles from presses of various sizes and 
types The Library of Congress will cata- 
log each publication on a rush basis and 
will supply the publishers wath printer’s 
copy for a complete cataloging entrv^ 
Under the plan, the publishers will print 
this entry m the finished book — on the verso 
of the title page, in the colophon, or in 
some other convenient place 

The second purpose will be to ascertain 
"consumer reaction,” primarily the use li- 
biaiies of various sizes and degrees of 
specialization might make of the catalog 
entry appearing in the publications they 
acquire The ALA’s Committee on Cata- 
loging Policy and Research w ill serv^e as an 
advisory body to a field staff assigned to in- 
vestigate these effects in terms of the pur- 
chase of catalog cards, the cost of catalog- 
ing, the speed with wffiich publications may 
be processed for use, and the methods that 
could be used to transfer catalog entnes 
from books to card catalogs 

A full report will be issued at the con- 
clusion of the experiment, analyzing the 
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expeiitiice of publishers in modifying their 
procedures, of the Libraiy of Congress in 
cataloging from page proof, and of other 
libraiies in making use of the cataloging 
information pro\ided foi them The em- 
phasis throughout uill be on determining 
as piecisel\ as possible the conditions 
which would be required for the successful 
opeiation of “cataloging in source 

The Library continued to explore the 
possibility of publishing the pre-1956 por- 
tion of the National Union Catalog The 
cost of editing the 14 million cards is the 
major obstacle Editing wnuld reduce the 
size of such a publication by more than a 
third, which seems essential for the pro- 
duction of a usable bibliographical took 
but would be prohibitively expensive with- 
out the aid of a large giant. An analysis 
of requests for bibliographical information 
and locations addiessed to the Union Cata- 
log Division reveals that approximately 50 
peicent of all requests are concerned with 
titles issued during the past 10 years 
Similar findings are i eported by the Pacific 
Northwest Bibliographical Center This 
seems to indicate that publishing the more 
lecent imprints contained in the National 
Union Catalog w’^ould meet the most urgent 
needs This could be accomplished b\ 
editing and publishing the separately 
maintained file of about 500,000 cards cov- 
eiing the imprint dates 1952-55 The pos- 
sibilit\ of such a publication and of a 
subject index to The National Union Cata- 
log m book form are under study by the 
Subcommittee on the National Union 
Catalog of the ALA Committee on Re- 
soui ces of Amei ican Libraries During the 
\eai the scope of The National Union 
Catalog was expanded to include titles in 
the Cviillic and Hebiaic alphabets le- 
poitcd b\ other libraries, and arrange- 
ments weie made for the inclusion of titles 
in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean charac- 
ters 

ScMiiour Lubetzky continued his diaft- 
ing of a ie\ised code of cataloging rules for 
the Caialog Revision Committee of the 
Amencan Libiaiy Association His work 
dining the \ear centered around the most 


difficult aspect of the traditional Anglo- 
American rules — the entry of works of 
corporate authorship This problem has 
baffled codifiers and students of cataloging 
since the days of Charles Ammi Cutter, and 
It lequired a great deal of study of the is- 
sues imolved The lesults of Mr Lubetz- 
ky’s work w^ere embodied in tw^o drafts 
The first — including a geneial statement 
on the principle and problem of corporate 
authorship, guiding rules dealing with the 
se\eral aspects of the problem, and detailed 
mles for the entry of the official publica- 
tions of national and local governments— 
wms distributed in November 1957 The 
second — including a historical study of the 
basic issues involved in the entry of coipo- 
rate bodies and rules for the publications 
of societies, institutions, and other non- 
governmental bodies — w^as distributed in 
March 1958 Both of these drafts, pre- 
senting a completely new treatment of 
w-orks of corporate authorship, rathei than 
a revision of the relevant ALA rules, 
were extensively discussed in a series of 
meetings. In June 1958 a revised draft, 
incorporating the two sections on works of 
corporate authorship and the two earlier 
sections on works of personal authorship 
and anonymous works, was distributed 

Dewey Decimal Classification 

As m the preceding year, the efforts of 
the Dewey Decimal Classification Editorial 
Office w^ere devoted primarily to the prep- 
aration of the 16th edition of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification In August 1957 
the final preliminary schedule was mailed 
to advisers and critics, and by October all 
comments had been received The period 
through February 1958 was spent m ad- 
justing the preliminary schedules on the 
basis of these comments, and many of them 
weie substantially revised Concurrently 
the staff indicated for each schedule the 
appropriate index entries, and these were 
repioduced on approximately 63,000 cards. 
The editorial work was completed and the 
manuscript was delivei^ed to the punters in 
Apiil By the end of June galley proof for 
moie than half of the copy had been re- 
ceived, read, and returned, and the first 
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page proofs weie being read The staff 
also drafted all the schedules for the 8th 
abridged edition, which is to be based on 
the 16th edition and is designed for the 
use of small libraries Publication of the 
8th abridged edition will follow closely 
that of the 16th edition The staff of the 
Decimal Classification Section of the Sub- 
ject Cataloging Division assisted materially 
m all these operations. 

During the earlier part of the \ear the 
Editorial Office continued to receive com- 
ments on schedules from the members of 
the ALA’s Special Advisory Committee on 
the Decimal Classification, as well as fiom 
the other critics who had been helpful 
throughout the course of the editorial 
work. The (British) Library Association 
established a special committee to advise 
the Editorial Office about British Com- 
monwealth needs, provision for which 
might be incorporated in the I7th edition 
In October 1957 the Decimal Classifica- 
tion Editorial Policy Committee met m the 
Library and provided a number of impor- 
tant directives on both the 16th edition 
and the 8th abridged edition for the guid- 
ance of the Editoiial Office Members of 
the board of directors of the Forest Press, 
publishers of the Dewev Decimal Classifi- 
cation^ met m the Library in May and 
arrived at decisions regarding a periodic 
information bulletin to be issued for 
the benefit of users of the classification 
Plans for fiscal 1959 call for merging the 
Editorial Office with the Decimal Classifi- 
cation Section of the Subject Cataloging 
Division m order that work on the 17th 
edition may be integrated with the assign- 
ment of Dewey Decimal numbers to 
Library of Congress caids 

Comparative figures for titles classified 
according to the Decimal Classification for 
the years 1930-58 will be found in part B 
of appendix III 

Committees 

The year was one of considerable activ- 
ity for the Orientalia Processing Commit- 
tee It held 26 meetings, devoting atten- 
tion to the transliteration or cataloging 
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pioblenis of books in eight different lan- 
guages or language groups. The Arabic 
transliteration table prepared last \ear b\ 
Dorothy Stehle was discussed with the Sub- 
committee on Tiansliteration of the Com- 
mittee on the Near and Middle East of 
the Social Science Research Council and 
with the ALA’s Special Committee on 
Near Eastern Mateiials Some re\isions 
were made as a lesult, and the accompam- 
ing manual of application of the tians- 
literation scheme, also prepared b\ Di 
Stehle, was rewritten Approval bv the 
ALA during the summer of 1958 made pos- 
sible the lelease of printer’s copy foi sev- 
eral hundred Aiabic titles cataloged o\ei 
the past few yeais by the Librar}" of Con- 
gress The Armenian transliteration table 
was also presented to the ALA for ap- 
proval Problems arising out of the incep- 
tion of the cooperative cataloging program 
for Far Eastern publications occupied the 
major portion of the committee’s time and 
it worked closely on these problems with 
the ALA Special Committee on Far East- 
ern Materials The committee also dealt 
with the problem of Indie geographical 
names and reached a working agreement 
with the Board on Geographic Names in 
the matter of diacritical marks Further 
progress was made on the transliteration of 
Persian and on the form of Thai and In- 
donesian names, and a beginning was made 
on a table for the transliteration of 
Burmese 

John W Cronin, Director of the Pioc- 
essing Department, again served as a 
member of the Committee on Policy and 
Research of the ALA Resources and Tech- 
nical Services Division’s Cataloging and 
Classification Section He also seived as 
the interim chairman of the interorganiza- 
tional Joint Committee on the Union List 
of Serials, Richard S Angell, Chief of the 
Subject Cataloging Division, was elected 
vice-chairman and chairman-elect of the 
Cataloging and Classification Section of 
the ALA Resources and Technical Seiv- 
ices Division. C. Sumner Spalding, Chief 
of the Descriptive Cataloging Division, was 
a member of the Subcommittee on Cata- 
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logue of the U S National Commission 
for UNESCO, of the Executive Board of 
the ALA Resoiiices and Technical Serv- 
ices Division, and of the Steering Com- 
mittee of the ALA's Code Revision Com- 
mittee He also seived as chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Transliteration of the 
Aineiican Standards Association’s Sec- 
tional Committee Z39 

Cooperative Cataloging 

Two libiaries. Long Beach State College 
in California and the L'^nnersity of Mary- 
land School of Medicine in Baltimore, con- 
tributed for the first time to the coopera- 
ti\e cataloging program through which 
nearh 12,300 titles weie cataloged dunng 
the Near, an inciease of 9 percent o\er 
fiscal 1957 The libiaries of the Univei- 
sitv of Chicago, Harvard University, the 
Univeisity of Illinois, the University of 
Minnesota, and the University of Wiscon- 
sin each supplied copv foi more than 500 
titles Twenty-two libraries furnished 
copv for 2,677 doctoral disseitations on 
microfilm, an increase of appioximately 40 
percent The Umveisity of Penns)lvania 
lesumed its program of forwarding cata- 
loging copy for Indie publications The 
number of agencies cooperating m the 
cataloging of motion pictures and filmstrips 
grew^ from 218 to 284 and they supplied 
data for about 2,500 titles, an mci^ease of 
over 20 peicent The second and third 
editions of the Fibn Reference Guide to 
Aledicine and Allied Sciences w^ere pub- 
lished and woik was completed on a 
fourth This edition, pi'epared like its 
piedeccssors foi the Interdepartmental 
Committee on Medical Training Aids, in- 
cludes bibliogiaphic descnptions of and 
information on available souices for more 
than 1,900 motion pictuies and filmstiips 

Descuptwe Cataloging Division 

A major development of the year was a 
substantial reduction in the arrearage of 
unseal ched publications This arreaiage, 
which had reached a peak of o\er 105,000 
titles in 1955, was i educed to 64,000 by 
the end of fiscal 1958 Several factois 


made this achievement possible, the most 
important being an increase in the size of 
the staff, improved procedures, and the 
reselection of titles which before the adop- 
tion of present selection standards were 
added to the arrearage 

Another significant accomplishment was 
the beginning of pnnted-card cataloging 
for Chinese, Japanese, and Korean publi- 
cations Heretofore, the publications of 
this tremendous area had not received 
standardized bibliographical or cataloging 
treatment for printed catalog entries. 
Three developments made it possible to 
standardize the treatment of these mate- 
rials m the United States and to integrate 
them into the bibliographical apparatus 
of The National Union Catalogs the Lz- 
brary of Congress Catalog — Books Sub- 
jectSy and the card catalogs of the Library 
The first was the approval by the ALA at 
the end of fiscal 1957 of rules for roman- 
izing these languages and cataloging such 
materials This, m itself a milestone in 
library history, marked the fruition of 
several years of labor on the part of the 
ALA’s Special Committee on Far Eastern 
Materials and the Library’s Orientalia 
Processing Committee 

The groundwork for the second devel- 
opment, the cooperative cataloging pro- 
gram, was laid through close cooperation 
by those most active in this field in work- 
ing out rules for cataloging and romamza- 
tion All concerned became increasingly 
willing to give up individual practices of 
long duration in favor of the obvious bene- 
fits of a common effort By the end of the 
yeai 10 American libraries, including all 
of those having major Far Eastern collec- 
tions, had agreed to participate m the pro- 
gram, and 7 had actually done so This 
made possible the discontinuance in Feb- 
ruary 1958 of the old stopgap project, m 
operation since 1949, for multilithing un- 
edited cataloging copy recewed from the 
principal libraries with Far Eastern collec- 
tions 

The third development was the estab- 
lishment of a Far Eastern Languages Sec- 
tion in the Descriptive Cataloging Division 
and the assignment of additional positions 
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to the Subject Cataloging Division for the 
subject cataloging and shelflistmg of these 
materials The recruiting of personnel 
with the necessary language skills and 
other essential qualifications was com- 
pleted in February By the end of June 
over 10^000 preliminary entries had been 
made, more than 1,200 titles had received 
complete cataloging, and about 675 co- 
operative titles had been edited 

The Music Section completed its first 
full year of operation Brief cataloging 
was further developed and routines were 
successfully applied to cataloging several 
types of music with form cards Requests 
for preassigned caid numbers for phono- 
records, increased during the year Vii- 
gmia Cunningham, Head of the Music 
Section, served as chairman of a joint com- 
mittee of the Music Library Association 
and the ALA which prepared for publica- 
tion the Code for Cataloging Music and 
Phonorecords The Code contains the 
ALA rules for the entiy of music, Librarv 
of Congress cataloging rules for music and 
phonorecords, its filing rules for conven- 
tional titles, simplified cataloging rules, 
and an extensive glossary of terms used in 
music cataloging 

Eveiy section of the division recorded 
striking gains in production, and the arreai- 
ages of publications m certain languages, 
for example Hungarian and Icelandic, 
were completely eliminated 

Statistics on the descriptive cataloging 
of material will be found in part A of ap 
pendix III. 

Subject Cataloging 

The most notable development m the 
area of subject controls was the reorganiza- 
tion of the Shelflisting Section of the Sub- 
ject Cataloging Division The principal 
change was the merging of the separate 
sections for documents and general serials 
into a single Documents and Serials Unit 
In preparation for a number of years, the 
6th edition of Subject Headings Used in the 
Dictionary Catalogs of the Libiaiy of Con- 
gress was published in March 1958 It 
contains 1,357 pages, with 3 columns to a 
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page, by contiast with the 1,204 pages of 2 
columns each in the 5th edition The new 
format made it possible not only to include 
some thousands of new^ headings without 
increasing the number of pages correspond- 
ingK but also to present cross-references on 
separate lines rather than in paragraph 
form. Among other new’' features of the 
6th edition is a greatly expanded list of 
headings in the field of music Entries be- 
ginning With the w’-oid “nuclear,” w^hich in 
the 5th edition were contained m less than 
a quarter of a column, occupy a column 
and a quaitei in the new edition, exempli- 
fying scientific developments of the past 
decade 

A 3id edition of the classification sched- 
ule for Histoyy — America (Class E-F) w^as 
published , the 2nd edition of Histoiy Gen- 
eral and Old Woild (Class D) was in press 
at the end of the year, and copy for a 4th 
edition of Bibliography and Library Science 
(Class Z) had been prepared 

Werner B Ellinger continued his work 
on the development of a classification for 
Law (Class K) He revised his paper, 
“Classification of American Law A Sur- 
vey,” and conducted studies preparatory 
to the development of an actual schedule 
for American legal materials His classifi- 
cation schedule for the law of Japan w^as 
issued as “Working Paper No 7” and was 
applied to about 3,000 titles 

The Subject Cataloging Division began 
Its pai ticipation in the cataloging of pub- 
lications in the vernaculai languages of 
the Orient and, concurrently, the expan- 
sion of its classification schedules and list 
of subject headings to accommodate these 
mateiials Plans w^ere made for the issu- 
ance of a special list of changes m classifi- 
cation and subject headings for Oriental 
publications and for its distribution to 
libraries taking pait in the cooperative 
cataloging program The numbei of new 
titles subject-cataloged and shelflisted 
showed increases over last yeai, and a total 
of over 2,500 new subj'ect headings, or 10 
per working day, were established, an in- 
dication of the lapidity with which new 
concepts are being developed 
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Statistics on the subfcct cataloging of 
iiiatenai will be found in pait B of appen- 
dix III 

Scfial Record 

Bv the end of the \ear the Seiial Recoid 
Dnision had piocessed 1,470,000 sciial 
pieces and had i educed its curient bacLIoo: 
fiom 22,000 to 13.000 pieces A deciease 
in the number of pieces iecei\ed made 
possible the completion of several projects 
and the i eduction oi elimination of some 
long-standing accumulations of seiials le- 
qiiiimg special tieatment The Mono- 
giapli Recoid was eliminated as a scpaiatc 
file when all the decisions on the cataloging 
and classification of senes contained theiem 
were incoipoiated in the Serial Recoid 
Portions of the Serial Record weie edited, 
and 8,000 entries for titles no longei being 
receded were transferred from the \isible 
files to the 3x5 card files Plans for a 
leaiiangement of the Seiial Record were 
drawn up and should be executed duung 
fiscal 1959 Maiv E Kahler, Chief of the 
Seiial Recoid Division, was elected vice- 
chairman and chan man-elect of the Seiials 
vSection of the ALA Resouices and Tech- 
nical SciMccs Division 

Catalog Maintenance 

The Catalog Maintenance Division pie- 
paied and distributed to the Libiary's gen- 
eral catalogs and special files 1,992,000 
caids, an increase of 7 peicent over last 
year It filed 1,324,000 caids into the 
Mam, Official, Annex, and Music Division 
catalogs, an increase of 2 percent The 
staff also filed 198,000 cards into the Proc- 
ess File, answered 23,000 requests for 
mfoimation about books m the process of 
cataloging, and canceled and withdrew 
140,000 iupeiseded cards from the Mam 
Catalog, theieby somewhat reducing the 
congestion in these files At the end of 
fiscal 1958 the number of cards m the 
catalogs was as follows. Mam Catalog, 
10,100,000, Official Catalog, 10,803,000, 
Annex Catalog, 4,460,000, and Music 
Division catalogs, 1,680,000 Other figures 


on the maintenance of catalogs will be 
found m paits C and D of appendix III 

The division prepaied nearly 32,000 
pages of copy for the catalogs in book 
foim. a lecord figuie Copy for the 1953— 
57 quinquennial cumulation of The Na- 
tional Union Catalog wrs shipped to the 
printer toward the end of the fiscal year 
The 18,826 pages will foim 28 volumes of 
appioximately 660 pages each and will 
lepioduce some 700,000 cards Mam 
entries and the appropriate added entries 
and cross-references are supplied for about 
460^000 titles All Library of Congiess 
caids printed for w^orks cataloged or le- 
cataloged duimg calendar years 1953 
through 1957 aie represented, regardless 
of the imprint date, together with entries 
foi over 40,000 titles published since the 
beginning of 1956 and cataloged by 500 
other American libraries For publica- 
tions of 1956 and 1957, the Catalog con- 
tains more than 106,000 titles and a total 
of 330,000 locations The last two vol- 
umes of the set represent quinquennial 
cumulations of Music and Thonore colds 
and Motion Pictures and Filmstrips^ re- 
spectively Publication is expected in the 
fall of 1958 

Union Catalogs 

The Union Catalog Division received 
more than 1,075,000 caids during the yeai 
as compared with 925,000 in fiscal 1957, 
an increase of over 16 percent The total 
included more than 156,000 Library of 
Congiess cards, more than 824,000 from 
500 other North American libraries, and 
moie than 87,000 obtained by microfilm- 
ing entries in the regional catalogs in 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chapel Hill, 
Atlanta-Athens, Seattle, and Denver 
Sixty-six libraries contributed o\er 8,500 
cards for foreign titles received under the 
Farmington Plan Eighteen libraries con- 
tributed cards to the Union Catalog Divi- 
sion for the first time For protective pur- 
poses, entries representing 1955 and earliei 
imprints acquired by other libraries and 
not cataloged by the Library of Congiess 
continued to be microfilmed and placed 
in storage Over 1,300 cards were added 
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to the catalog of juvenile books which was 
established last year At the end of fiscal 
1958 the National Union Catalog and its 
supplements contained 14^244.000 cards 
for imprints prior to 1956 

The approximately 480,000 cards le- 
ceived for 1956 and later imprints weie 
separately handled A Current Imprints 
Section was established for this purpose in 
the Union Catalog Division in October 
1957 The section was assigned the re- 
sponsibility for certain functions which 
had been performed on a temporary basis 
by the Catalog Maintenance Division 
These functions include the maintenance 
of a card-contiol file for 1956 and later 
imprints, constituting the National Union 
Catalog for current imprints, and the 
preparation and editing of titles reported 
by other American libraries for inclusion 
in The National Union Catalog in book 
form 

The division received and searched 
24,270 requests for the location of titles, as 
compared with 20,380 last year, and it 
located 79 percent of them either in the 
National Union Catalog or through the 
Weekly List of Unlocated Research Books ^ 
which is checked by 76 of the larger re- 
search libraries in the United States and 
Canada The remaining titles will be listed 
in the annual Select List of Unlocated Re- 
search Books, which is sent to libraries as 
a wantlist for use in their book-purchasing 
programs The special service of searching 
unfilled Card Division orders and supplying 
photographic copies of cards m the Na- 
tional Union Catalog was continued with 
the cooperation of the Photoduplication 
Service Nearly 4,500 searches were made 
as compared with 2,100 last year In addi- 
tion, approximately 9,900 entries were 
searched for the New York Public Library 
under a special project Full-entry cards 
were supplied for 69 percent of the titles 
and brief entiies for another 10 percent 
As a part of Ralph R Shaw’s project to 
publish a complete bibliography of Amer- 
ican books issued between 1801 and 1819, 
thereby filling the gap betw^een Evans’ 
American Bibliography and Roorbach’s 


Bibliotheca Amencana, mcmbeis of the 
District of Columbia chapter of the Junior 
Membeis Round Table of the Ameiican 
Libiaiv Association are engaged m check- 
ing the American Impiints Inventory files 
lor titles included in the period 1801-19 
Graduate students of the Library Science 
Depaitment of the Catholic Unhersity of 
Ameiica, as a part ol theii lequirements foi 
degrees, compiled 8 checklists based on 
these files, and 10 others were in progress at 
the end of the year 

The United States Information Agency 
again transfen ed funds to continue the 
pioject for maintenance of a union catalog 
ot the book-holdings of 225 Infoimation 
Centei libraries and Bi-national Centers 
thioughout the world These libraries for- 
\v aided leports on moie than 112,000 addi- 
tions to their collections Library of Gon- 
giess caids were purchased for these titles 
and filed into the union catalog, which now 
contains more than 939,000 cards repre- 
senting approximately 125,000 distinct 
titles with an average of 7j/2 locations for 
each title The project staff answ^eied 672 
lequests concerning titles in this catalog 
and prepared for publication a 4-year 
cumulation of USIA’s Books Recom- 
mended for the Overseas Program, a list of 
9,160 titles With an author-subject index 
of 1 1,115 entries 

The Microfilming Clearing House, 
maintained by the Union Catalog Division, 
published m January 1958 a 3rd edition of 
Newspapers on Microfilm The new edi- 
tion lists 6,350 titles of domestic and 1,650 
of foreign newspapers that have been 
microfilmed The 2nd edition, published 
in 1953, listed 3,400 domestic and 675 foi- 
eign titles and contained a smallei nurabei 
of locations for positive copies A first 
supplement to the current edition, with 
approximately 600 titles, was prepared foi 
publication in the Library of Congress In- 
formation Bulletin, which during the year 
contained 4 issues of the MtcrofUmitiii 
Clearing House Bulletin The files of the 
clearing house are constantly being en- 
larged and made more useful This year 
several Iibianes reported foi the first time 
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thcii complete holdings of microfilmed 
ncwspapei's and the number of libraries 
reporting their current acquisitions on a 
regular basis reached a new high. 

Libiaiies contributing caids to the Slavic 
Union Catalog mcieased from 107 to 129, 
these were either in the Cyrillic alphabet 
oi in translitei ation Appioximately 
30.000 Libiau of Congress caids and an 
equal numbei liom other libraiies weie 
filed Deducting the caids w'hich weie 
eliminated through the transfer of multi- 
ple librarv ssmbols to a single card, this 
catalog mcieased during the vear bv 18,800 
cards 

Other data on union catalogs will be 
found in part D of appendix III 

Binding 

Duiing fiscal 1958 the number of vol- 
umes bound reached 87,700, an all-time 
lush and an inciease of 25 percent over 
the pi evaous yeai . The Gov ei nment Print- 
ing Office's branch bmdervy despite a re- 
duction m its staff, bound 65,700 volumes, 
a slight increase ov'er the }ear before The 
lemaimng 22.000 volumes were bound by 
two commercial binderies under contract 
Ovei 50,000 pamphlets were stitched into 
covers, also a record figure The number 
of rare books repaired, of manuscripts re- 
stored, maps reconditioned, and prints and 
photogiaphs giv en restoiativ'e treatment all 
showed marked increases over the previous 
veai Arrangements for the restoration and 
repaii of raie items m the Music Division 
were expanded and^ undei a special proj- 
ect, some 80 eailv manuscript maps were 
laminated foi the Government of Peru 
The piogiams for restoimg deteriorated 
books by means of print tiansfer and for 
ti eating books m the earlv stages of dis- 
lepaii with a liquid plastic adhesive were 
continued George E Smith, Chief of the 
Binding Division, was appointed chairman 
of the Amencan Libraiy Association’s 
Bookbinding Committee The Library’s 


own Binding Committee held 10 meetings 
during the year. It developed plans for 
the increased use of commercial binding, 
lecommended increases m the personnel 
of the divisions preparing materials for 
binding, and continued its study of the 
Library’s binding program 

Other data on binding will be found in 
appendix IV. 

Card Division 

For the third successive year the sale of 
catalog cards passed the milhon-dollar 
mark The 28,351,083 cards sold to near- 
ly 10,000 subscribers and the $1,216,005 
realized both established new records, ex- 
ceeding the figures of the previous year by 
5 and 6 percent, respectively. They do 
not include the sale of 2,869,813 proof- 
sheets or of the Library’s technical publi- 
cations Total sales amounted to $1,619,- 
733, an increase of 11 percent over 1957 
The net return to the United States Treas- 
ury — $1,558,763 — was the largest in his- 
tory and made possible the recovery of 93 
percent of the Card Division’s entire ap- 
propriation There were 928 new sub- 
scribers to the card service, and 54 former 
subscribeis renewed their accounts The 
United States Information Agency was 
again the largest single purchaser of cards 

Nearly 1,600 American publishers, 300 
more than last year, sent their new publi- 
cations in advance of the date of issue and 
also punted the Library’s catalog card 
numbers in the books themselves The 
Library received 11,166 titles under this 
piogram as compared with 9,442 titles in 
the previous year and 7,366 titles in fiscal 
1956 A number of Government agencies 
also pnnt the Library’s preassigned card 
numbers in their publications, and the 
National Archives adopted this practice 
during the year 

Other data on card sales and distribu- 
tion will be found m appendix V 



CHAPTER II 


The Legislative Refei^ence Service 


T he Legislative Reference Service 
was created in 1914 to meet the 
needs of Congress for special refer- 
ence assistance Following World War II, 
it was reorganized in accordance with the 
Legislative Reorgamzation Act of 1946, 
which called for the Service to provide a 
staff of research specialists capable of giv- 
ing professional assistance in the various 
fields of Congressional interest. As de- 
fined in the Act, the duties of the Legis- 
lative Reference Service are to advise and 
assist the Committees of Congress, upon 
request, in the analysis, appraisal, and 
evaluation of legislative proposals pending 
before them, upon request, or upon its 
own initiative in anticipation of requests, 
to gather, classify, analyze, and make 
available data beanng upon legislation for 
use by Congress, its Committees, and its 
Members, and to prepaie summaries and 
digests of public hearings before Commit- 
tees of Congress, and of bills and resolu- 
tions of a public general nature introduced 
m either House 

The appropriation for the Legislative 
Reference was increased from $1,067,387 
in fiscal 1957 to $1,200,000 in fiscal 1958, 
which permitted, among other things, the 
addition of 5 positions There were no 
major reorganizations within the Service 
during the year, its structure continuing to 
consist of 8 divisions the Office of the 
Director, the Senior Specialists Division, 
the Library Services Division, and divisions 
specializing in the fields of American law, 
economics, education and public welfare, 
foreign affairs, and history and govern- 
ment Continuous reexamination of the 
Service’s operations, however, has made it 


evident that the volume of research done 
for Congress in the field of natural re- 
souices, comprising agriculture, conserva- 
tion, engineering and public works, and 
mineral economics, has grown to the point 
that a Natural Resources Division needs to 
be established separate from the Eco- 
nomics Division, in which such inquiries 
have been handled by a Natural Resources 
Section A lequest covering such a divi- 
sion was therefore embodied in the Li- 
biary’s estimates of its needs for the next 
fiscal year, and fiscal 1959 appropriations 
include provision for its establishment. 
The new division, drawing staff from the 
Natural Resources Section, will begin 
operating m August 1958 

At the request of the Commission on 
Civil Rights, and with the approval of the 
appiopriate Committees of Congress, the 
Legislative Reference Service undertook, 
on a contract basis, a laige research project 
covering State-Federal legislation relating 
to elections, employment, education, hous- 
ing, recreation, public accommodations, 
tiansportation, jury rights, and so forth, 
involving, actually or potentially, infringe- 
ment of civil nghts based on race, religion, 
color, or national oiigin This will furnish 
the Commission with information upon 
which its study and its reports to both the 
President and Congiess may be giounded 
To accomplish the research, a special unit, 
financed by a working fund advanced by 
the Commission was set up in the Ameri- 
can Law' Division 

A number of questions of policy affect- 
ing the w'ork of the Service were clarified 
by action of the Committee on House Ad- 
ministration and the Senate Committee on 
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Rulf- and Adininistration Especially im- 
poitant was the adoption by the Senate 
Committee on Rules and Administration 
oi substantially the same guidelines for the 
npeiatioii of the Legislative Reference 
Sen ICC that had pieMousIv been cstab- 
inlied b} the Gomiiiittee on House Ad- 
iniiiistiation 

The \eai saw icseaich and lefcrence 
walk for Membeis and Committees ot 
Congiess dimb to an all-time high The 
gland total of lequests for reseaich or in- 
toi Illation answered b^’■ the Legislate e 
Refeience Service was 67,843 This was 
an inciease of 14 percent, as compaied 
with an aveiage mciease of 8 pci cent pei 
seal since 1950 It appears evident that 
the limits of potential demand foi le- 
seaicli and anahsis ha\e not \et been 
approached 

The subject matter co\eied by the le- 
quests was a reflection of the pioblems and 
issues before the Congress In the field of 
law, theie was heavy emphasis on questions 
in\ohing the appellate jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Couit, the use of Fedeial tioops 
in cuibing ci\il disoideis, and the func- 
tions of the Supreme Court and judicial 
leviewg and on jurv^ trial and the applica- 
bilit} of the right to a jury in cases of con- 
tempt Other areas of interest included 
in tei state compacts m their present-day 
lole (stemming from controveisv about the 
Ngw York-New^ Jersey Waterfront Com- 
mission of 1953) , the measuie of damages 
in eminent domain for flood-control proj- 
ects, and the State resale price mainte- 
nance law^s 

Conditions m business and industry gave 
use to numerous questions addressed to the 
Economics Division concerned with en- 
couraging employment and with the effi- 
cacy of tax reduction as compared with 
othei measures for stimulating economic 
activity. Also high in Congressional m- 
teiest was reciprocal-trade legislation 

In foreign affairs, inquiries about the 
Middle East and the Far East were promi- 
nent Questions about disarmament, about 
'^summit” talks with the Soviet Union, and 
about the foreign-aid program were also 


leceived in considerable number The 
most marked increase, however, and one 
that is probably permanent, was in in- 
quiries related to national defense. 

In the fields of education and public 
welfare, activity was stimulated by twe 
events in particular The fiist of these 
was the launching of the So\iet ‘^sputnik’ 
in October 1957, which raised the questior 
not only of scientific education in America 
but of the adequacy of the whole of it‘ 
educational system The second was the 
use in unemployment beginning late ir 
Januaiv. which led to a wide Congressiona 
concern with unemployment insurance 
and social security The Education anc 
Public Welfare Division’s work foi 
Gongiess dealt with some of the mos 
complex law on the statute books today 
In the area of public welfare it coverec 
such subjects as the liberalization of the 
old-age and survivors’ insurance program 
levision of the Federal share for public 
assistance programs for the aged, blind 
dependent children, and the disabled ; rail 
load letirement systems and Civil Service 
and military retirement systems, materna 
and child health, distribution of surplu 
commodities to the needy, and Federal 
State intergovernmental lelations in wel 
fare programs Othei matters of Con 
gressional interest included the Hospita 
Constitution Act, the National Institute 
of Health, public health activities anc 
Government health plans, narcotics, juve 
nile delinquency, and immigration Ii 
education, the major issues covered wen 
Fedeial aid for scholarships and loans, fo 
school construction, for teachers’ salaries 
and for public community college construe 
tion, the National school-lunch program 
schools in Federally affected areas; rura 
libraiy services, and educational systems ii 
other countries The division’s specialist 
m Indian affairs supplied information o 
health and welfare problems, treaty rights 
the assets of the various tribes and Federa 
expenditures on behalf of Indians, and o 
historical and cultural aspects of India 
life 
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In the fields of history and government 
theie was unusual interest in Alaskan and 
Hawaiian statehood, civil rights, and the 
life and career of President Theodore 
Roosevelt (occasioned by the centennial of 
his birth) . 

Service to Committees continued to be 
one of the most important aspects of the 
LRS workload Research projects taking 
1 man-week or more were undertaken for 
26 of the standing Committees For 13 of 
these Committees, one or another of the 
projects was of such length as to require 
either reimbursement under the rules laid 
down by the Committee on House Admin- 
istration and the Senate Committee on 
Rules and Administration or the loan of 
LRS staff members on a temporary basis 
The leimbursement resulting from research 
work totaled $54,425 and from the loan of 
staff, about $46,000 Among the staff 
members lent to Committees were Charles 
R Gellner and Mrs Ellen C. Collier, to the 
Disarmament Subcommittee of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee; Charles S 
Sheldon II and Spencer M Beresford, to 
the House Select Committee on Astro- 
nautics and Space Exploration, Mrs. 
Eilene M Galloway, to the Senate Special 
Committee on Space and Astronautics , and 
Francis Valeo, to the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee 

Furnishing translations for Members and 
Committees of Congress also continued to 
be an important service The two trans- 
lators on the staff handled 1,238 requests 
for translations, comprising 4,360 pages, 
from the Czech, Danish, Dutch, French, 
German, Italian, Latin, Norwegian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, 
Swedish, and Ukrainian languages 

One hundred and sixty-one graphs and 
charts were prepared by the Service’s 
Graphic Information Specialist, including 
57 for individual Members and 104 for 
Committees 

Five cumulative volumes and 8 supple- 
ments of the Digest of Public General Bills 
were prepared and issued by the Bill Digest 
Section of the Ameiican Law Division 
485245 — 59 3 


A number of impio\ements were made 
in existing pioceduies in the Library’ Ser\"- 
ices Division for providing support to the 
staff reseaicheis, and there was a remark- 
able increase in requests made to the di\ i- 
sion for help. It is the conclusion of the 
division that piesent techniques and facil- 
ities have reached veiy^ close to the max- 
imum of their potentiality If, as is antic- 
ipated, demands upon the Service spiral 
upward radicallv over the next few years, 
the Library Ser\ices Division will probabK 
have to undertake sweeping changes in its 
methods of storing and retrieving factual 
material It is therefore planned to explore 
what other informational centers m the 
Washington vicinity are doing along these 
lines, including a serious examination of 
both the electronic and nonelectronic 
methods of locating and retrieving 
information 

Ernest S Griffith, Director of the Legis- 
lative Reference Service, announced his 
plans to retire in September 1958 to be- 
come Dean of the recently established 
School of International Service at the 
American University His 18-year tenure 
as head of the Service spanned nearly half 
of Its existence as an operating unit of the 
Library, and it has been through his efforts 
that the range of its usefulness to Congress 
and Its Committees has been vastly broad- 
ened Seeing clearly the vital importance 
of mutual confidence between the inquir- 
ing legislator and the Legislative Reference 
Service, Dr Griffith has been tireless in 
promoting the relationship, only on that 
basis, he has stressed, can the legislator 
elicit the counsel or information he really 
requires, and only on that basis can the 
staff of the Service probe the subject in 
question with the insight necessary to get 
the best lesults He has emphasized par- 
ticularly the need for equipping the Serv- 
ice with personnel of high caliber to meet 
Its obligations to Congress, opportunities 
for which were strengthened by the Legis- 
lative Reoiganization Act of 1946 It was 
with great regiet that the members of the 
Legislatue Refeience Service and the 
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Libiary as a uliole learned of Dr. Griffith’s 
decision to retiie, and a number of Mem- 
bers of Congress expiessed then apprecia- 
tion for ins work o\er the years 

Hugh L Elsbree was named to succeed 
Dr. Griffith as Director of the Sei'\ice Dr 
Elsbree was a member of its staff for 12 
years, as research counsel, Senior Special- 


ist in American Government and Public 
Admimstration, and Deputy Director for 
Research, until he left in 1957 to become 
Chaimian of the Political Science Depart- 
ment of Wayne University. As a conse- 
quence he is well known to Members of 
Congress as w^ell as to the staff of the 
Library 



CHAPTER III 


The Reference Department 


f I ^HE Reference Department pro- 

I vided 1,761,515 pieces of material 
A to 631,920 persons who came to the 
Library to use its collections It answered 
193,651 telephone requests foi information 
and 78,623 requests received by mail It 
lent 207,141 items outside the buildings; 
searched 79,147 titles to determine whether 
copies were in the collections, and re- 
viewed 45,807 current bibhographies and 
bookdealers’ catalogs in order to recom- 
mend items for acqmsition. It integrated 
1,647,325 items into the collections and 
weeded out 2,926,110 which were not 
needed Most of these figures show sigmfi- 
cant increases over the work accomplished 
in previous years In several statistical 
categones, moreover, an important part of 
the increases represented additional serv- 
ices to Congress* many of the specialized 
divisions of the department prepared 
greater numbers of and more substantial 
reports for Members of Congress; there 
was an increase in telephone queries from 
Congressional offices; and the number of 
books lent to Members rose by 42 percent 
to a total of 77,000, thus becoming the 
largest single category of loans made 

Acquisitions 

Since the staff of the Reference Depart- 
ment uses and interprets the collections of 
the Library in the daily performance of 
reference duties its members are famihar 
with the composition of the collections as 
a whole, with the various strengths and 
weaknesses in special subject areas, and 
with the current use being made of the 


collections (excluding those of the Law 
Library) It is thus possible to bring ex- 
pert knowledge to bear on the problem of 
selecting the most-needed items from the 
thousands of current national bibhogra- 
phies, bookdealers’ catalogs, and offeis of 
gifts referred by the Processing Department 
every year In the case of potential gifts 
or exchanges, discrimination is required m 
order to avoid the intake of masses of 
material either not needed by the Library 
or not in keeping with the Library’s pur- 
poses and program. It frequently happens 
that in rejecting a proposed gift the re- 
viewing officer IS able to suggest another 
mstitution collecting in the particular sub- 
ject field and m need of the very material 
offered. The primary emphasis has been 
on selecting currently published matenals 
of most use to Congress and the other com- 
ponents of the Government The limited 
funds available after the required current 
publications were acquired were used for 
filling the more unportant lacunae in the 
collections of older material. 

The Slavic and Central European Di- 
vision made recommendations for widening 
the Library’s exchange agreements to in- 
sure automatic receipt of all publications 
issued by various acadermes and institu- 
tions in the USSR and other East Euro- 
pean countries The importance of ex- 
change agreements with these countries 
cannot be overestimated since acquisition 
by purchase is almost impossible One 
group of materials of considerable impor- 
tance acquired on the recommendation of 
this division was a collection of 53 out of 
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a pos^^ible 61 statistical liandbools pub- 
lished for the USSR as a whole No other 
collection ol these handbooks in the United 
States IS so neailv complete 

Although lacking a regular acquisitions 
position on its staffs the Science and Tech- 
nology Division succeeded in inci easing its 
recommendations for additions to the col- 
lections by 84 percent over last yeai This 
was done^ m partj by re\iewing lequests 
for science and technolog)’ titles which the 
Pliotoduplication Ser\’ice and the Loan 
Dnision could not fill from the collections 
and bv soliciting recommendations from 
those using the collections extensiv ely An 
increase in recommendations for Far East- 
ern science mateiiais was made possible 
bv the addition to the staff of an Oriental 
science specialist employed on funds trans- 
feired bv the National Science Foundation. 
Arrangements with the Office of Technical 
Services for receipt of one copy of each 
cuirent Publications Board report in 
printed form^ or, in lieu of the printed ver- 
sion, obtaining a microfilm copy through 
the Photoduphcation Service, helped to in- 
crease the technical reports collection of 
the division’s Repoits Reference Center 
Through acquisition tiips made by the 
Head of the Near East Section and the 
Head of the Hebraic Section, the Orien- 
talia Division made considerable progress 
in rounding out its collections of newspaper 
and periodical literature from Northern 
Africa Also the result of an acquisition 
trip was a 193-volume gift of Italian woiks 
on East Africa, presented by the Imperial 
National Library of Ethiopia The ap- 
pointment of a full-time Head of the 
Japanese Section eased the burdens of the 
Head of the Chinese Section, who had been 
temporaril) filling both positions, and re- 
sulted in an increase of recommendations 
for the acquisition of materials from Japan 
Deserving special note among acquisitions 
fiom that aiea were 31 reels of microfilms 
of Kensci Shiryd (Documents Dealing with 
the Institution of Constitutional Govern- 
ment in Japan) The first section of these 
lecls was leceived seveial years ago 


Quantitative additions to the collections 
m some areas were balanced by limiting 
additions in others The Map Division in- 
stituted a moie rigid selection policy in 
icgaid to maps accepted by tiansfer and 
mft, and the Serial Division continued to 
exercise selectivity in adding government 
publications to the collections The exclu- 
sion from the Libraiy’s collections of publi- 
cations m the field of technical agriculture 
issued h\ State governments was made pos- 
sible by assurances from the United States 
Department of Agriculture Library that 
it would bear responsibility for the acquisi- 
tion and seivice of this material In addi- 
tion to surv’eying the collections of 
American newspapers in foreign languages, 
with the resulting retention of a selection 
of fewei than 50 titles, the Serial Division 
suiv^eyed the new’'spaper collection as a 
whole It recommended continuing the 
policy of keeping a selective collection of 
United States and foreign newspapers, 
wLile removing more than 6,000 volumes 
Great strides w^'ere made in the program to 
obtain newspapers on microfilm, both cur- 
rent ones (in lieu of binding) and replace- 
ments for older, deteiioratmg files Nearly 
10,700 reels of positive microfilm were 
added to the newspaper microfilm collec- 
tion, and microfilm received or on order at 
the end of the year would replace 12,000 
bound volumes m the newspaper collection 
Selectivity m the acquisition of out-of- 
print books w^as governed not only by avail- 
able space but also by budget Although 
more funds were available for retrospective 
purchases than in the past few years, the 
purchase of a number of notable and there- 
fore relatively costly books which appeared 
on the market for the first time in many 
years meant that only a small number of 
older works could be acquired 

A number of important gifts made to the 
Library are desciibed in the chapter on the 
Processing Department In addition to 
these, the National Bioadcasting Company 
allowed the Library to select from its ar- 
chives a representative group of 16-mm 
motion pictures of television broadcasts 
made duimg the years 1949 to 1951 The 
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1^000 reels of film chosen include all types 
of programs, and this generous gift will pro- 
vide a most important body of source ma- 
terial for future scholarly use* 

The Library also broadened its effoits 
to obtain tape recordings in several cate- 
gories The Hispanic Foundation’s pro- 
gram for acquiring important oral litera- 
ture progiessed as a result of a grant from 
the Rockefeller Foundation which will en- 
able the Specialist in Hispanic Culture to 
spend 3 months m South America during 
the coming year arranging for recording 
readings by prominent literary figures A 
gift from the Bollmgen Foundation en- 
abled the General Reference and Bibliog- 
raphy Division to make arrangements for 
the further development of the Poetry 
Archive and to request various literary 
leaders, both here and abroad, to record 
on tape readings of their works The 
Music Division made several additions to 
Its collections of folklore and folksongs, 
among them two reels of menhaden fishing 
songs from the lower Chesapeake Bay 
region, 50 tapes of epic Greek songs from 
the collections of Prof James Notopoulos 
of Trinity College, Hartford, Conn , and 
38 tapes of Midwest folklore from the col- 
lections of Mrs Anne Grimes, president 
of the Ohio Folklore Society One other 
acquisition on tape deserves special men- 
tion — the presentation by A H Hayes, 
president of CBS Radio, of 397 reels cov- 
ering two complete weeks of CBS pro- 
grams (May 13~26, 1957) 

Although making recommendations for 
acquisitions is of great importance in en- 
riching the collections in all fields, there 
are other aspects of acquisitions work of 
comparable value Many significant gifts 
are received by the Library through the 
personal contacts of members of the staff 
with prospective donors, either by letter or 
through visits The Manuscript and 
Music Divisions were particularly active in 
this type of acquisitions endeavor and 
many of the Library’s outstanding treas- 
ures were acquired in this way The 
recommending officers of the Reference 
Department also took an active part in the 
formulation of acquisitions policies by re- 
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viewing the sections of the Selection 
Manual now in process which fall within 
their particular subject or area compe- 
tences 

No picture of acquisitions woiL is com- 
plete without mentioning still another 
aspect The exclusion from the collections 
of consideiable material in technical agii- 
culture and other categories has already 
been mentioned Weeding of surplus 
duplicates by the Map Division, the trans- 
fer to the National Library of Medicine of 
2,973 pieces of Japanese medical material 
by the Orientalia Division, the discarding 
by the General Reference and Bibliog- 
raphy Division of 31,983 items from the 
collection of the Russian-language edition 
of United Nations documents, which were 
replaced by microfilm, and the transfer by 
the Prints and Photographs Division to 
the Smithsonian Institution’s Bureau of 
American Ethnology of a collection of 
photogiaphs of American Indians (of 
ethnologic interest only) are examples of 
measures which produced positive results 
in gaining space and helping solve care 
and maintenance problems 

Other data on acquisitions work per- 
formed by the Reference Department are 
given in part D of appendix 11 

Organization of Materials 

Controlling the annual intake of ma- 
terials and making these mateiials readily 
available to users of the Library require the 
attention of the Reference Department as 
well as of the Processing Department, be- 
cause the usual full-cataloging treatment 
accorded to books is not practical for many 
types and forms of material acquired in 
large numbers 

During fiscal 1958 the Manuscript Divi- 
sion organized 6 times as many papers as 
were added to its collections, a total of 
1,425,500 pieces as compared to its net 
increase of 228,650. Thus the previous 
arrearage was reduced to 3,410,500 pieces, 
even though a considerable amount of 
processing time had to be diverted to other 
types of work in the division In addition 
to the physical organization of these pieces, 
30 registers of particular collections were 
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j^iepaied and about 3,400 caids were made 
toi tlw dnision’s \aiious indexes and cata- 
logs Organization for use does not, of 
course, imply piece-by-piece ariangement, 
since m iiianv ini,tances the materials do 
not uariaiit such tieatmcnt, and it is esti- 
mated that onI\ 20 peicent of the organ- 
ized manuscript materia! ever receives such 
handling 

Siinilarl}, the great number of maps, 
globes, and atlases leceived bv the Map 
Di\ision made it impossible to furnish com- 
plete cataloging contiol for every piece It 
became necessarv to establish a system of 
prioiities b} which only atlases receive full 
piintcd-card cataloging treatment, newlv 
acquiied globes, three-dimensional models, 
and maps of strategic areas icceive a 
simpler shelflist-card treatment, and the 
great bulk of the maps and chaits arc 
SOI ted, titled, ai ranged, and filed m older 
but aic not piovided wath catalog controls 
This s\stem makes the map material which 
is most in demand most readily available 
and provides a smaller degree of contiol 
for less-used materials 

The Serial Division once again processed 
moie material than it received, through 
picpanng material foi binding and dis- 
posing of suiplus issues Although the 
number of volumes collated for binding 
inci eased b> 30 percent, only 3,500 collated 
V oliimes awaited transmittal to the Binding 
Division at the end of the fiscal year as com- 
paied with 6,000 at the end of fiscal 1957 
A few^ notev\orthy changes were made in 
the oiganization of ceitain groups of special 
mateiials College and university senes 
fbut not peiiodicals) w^ere combined in a 
collection in the New^spaper and Periodical 
Section Se\eial complex senes of govern- 
ment publications, such as the United 
States Coast Guard GG series and the 
pamphlet series of the Departments of De- 
fense, the Air Foice, and the Army, were 
review^ed and the recommendation made 
to treat these as monographs, thus eliminat- 
ing binding difficulties Although much 
progiess was made duimg the year, several 
problems remained to be solved, such as im- 
proving the organization of the current 
periodical collection and ai ranging in 


orderly fashion the government looseleaf 
publications 

In Febiuaiv 1958, after a period of 9 
yeais of existence, the Orientalia Division’s 
Coopeiative Card Repi eduction Project 
came to an end and the newly established 
Far Eastern Languages Section of the De- 
scriptive Cataloging Division assumed re- 
sponsibility for cataloging materials in 
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean Shortly 
befoie the end of the fiscal year the Chi- 
nese Section leceived from the Govern- 
ment Printing Office the first shipment of 
printed cards for Chinese and Korean 
works, a total of 49 titles, of w^hich 30 
were printed from copy submitted by the 
Hoover Institution on War, Revolution 
and Peace In an effort to organize the 
prew^ar arrearage of Chinese material, 
volumes of sets w’^ere brought together and 
works to be cataloged or duplicates to be 
set aside for exchange were identified 
The Japanese Section concentrated its ef- 
forts on sorting, and making a list of, the 
most important books among some 360,000 
Japanese publications received immedi- 
ately after World War II This is a stop- 
gap measure designed to bring under tem- 
poiary control the most vitally needed 
publications. Progress was made in or- 
ganizing the Turkish-language collection, 
and It is expected that 1,086 Turkish- 
language titles given limited-cataloging 
treatment in the past several years will 
shortly be bound and on the shelves, ready 
foi service The South Asia Section took 
fuither steps to dispose of appioximately 
13,000 duplicate or deteriorating serial 
pieces in order to meet the continuing 
problem of making enough deck space for 
incoming Indie and Southeast Asia ma- 
terial, and, m connection with the project 
for microfilming runs of deteriorating 
newspapers from these areas, collated and 
prepared targets for a number of titles 
The addition of a new staff member to 
the Music Division made possible a more 
thorough revision of binding preparations 
and other processing activities The bind- 
ing of 809 volumes of serials, added to the 
total of other volumes sent to the Binding 
Division, cleared up a large backlog ere- 
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ated over several years. Beginning in 
February 1958 it became possible to start 
forwarding for repair and rebinding many 
rare volumes which had long needed at- 
tention, and 312 of these were earmarked 
for treatment Most of them had been 
returned, labeled, and reshelved by the end 
of the year 

An enormous backlog of pictorial ma- 
terial received by copyright deposit from 
1870 to about 1930 was further reduced 
by the staff of the Prints and Photographs 
Division. Much of this was screened for 
duplicates, near-duplicates, and fading or 
damaged pieces The items selected for 
the permanent collections were sorted into 
broad subject categories and placed in 
labeled containers The next and final 
step will be to ai range these categories 
chronologically or by other appropriate 
subdivisions In addition to the copyiight 
material, some 50,000 World War II 
photographs, which once formed the 
Washington office photograph files of the 
Overseas Branch of the Office of War In- 
formation, were screened Some 25,000 
were retained and the rest set aside for ex- 
change A total of 255 “lots,” consisting 
of some 15,000 pictures, were given de- 
scriptive and subject cataloging, and in- 
crease of 16 percent over last year’s figure 
About 5,100 cards were added to the di- 
vision’s dictionary catalog and general 
portrait index and some 600 portraits were 
added to the general portrait file after 
mounting. Protection of the priceless 
record contained in Mathew B Brady’s 
frail glass negatives, which had been a 
matter of concern for some time, was 
begun when the Photoduplication Service 
started to make copy negatives from the 
glass plates The 317 copy negatives 
completed by the end of the year are, 
for the most part, comparable in quality to 
the originals. A special file of pictorial 
material on Abraham Lincoln was com- 
piled as a result of growing demands in 
connection with the celebration in 1959 of 
the sesquicentenmal of his birth Other 
projects involved the printing of file photo- 
graphs from the Brady-Handy collection 
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of glass-plate negathes and from the Fran- 
ces B. Johnston and Herbert E Fiench 

collections. 

The rarer books and pamphlets in the 
McManus- Young collection of magica, in 
the custody of the Rare Book Division, had 
received Priority 4 cataloging by the end 
of the \ear and a separate card catalog for 
reader use was in preparation Except for 
serials, the rare Russian materials in the 
Yudin Collection that are in the same di- 
vision’s custody were fully cataloged Re- 
al rangement of the pamphlet and ephem- 
eral mateiial in the Alfred Whital Stern 
Collection was accomplished as a result of 
the piepaiation of entiies for the catalog 
of the collection^ which, by the end of the 
year, was approaching completion. Nearly 
15,800 cards weie prepared, arranged, and 
filed into the division’s shelflist, dictionary 
catalog, and special card catalogs 

The Slavic Room made considerable 
progress m organizing a group of serials 
issued by corpoiate agencies in the Soviet 
Union Counting the previous year’s work 
on this collection, a total of 4,000 pre- 
liminary catalog entries have been pre- 
pared, issues for the same title have been 
collected, and fixed location numbers for 
each title have been assigned and noted on 
the catalog cards. Further work on bind- 
ing resulted in bringing Yugoslavian ma- 
terials into serviceable arrangement At 
the end of the year the Slavic Room had 
reached a point at which all bindable 
issues of the pieceding calendar year w^ere 
bound or in the process of being bound 
The International Organizations Section 
of the General Reference and Bibliography 
Division continued the development of its 
catalogs and other finding aids, creating a 
unique and extremely valuable reference 
tool for this specialized field 

By the close of the year the Motion 
Picture Section of the Stack and Reader 
Division had begun making temporary 
catalog cards for 255 motion pictures se- 
lected during the year 1957 for which there 
will be no printed cards This action was 
necessary because of the termination by 
the Copyright Office of the cataloging of 
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cop\ lighted iiifition pictmes In addition, 
proirirss was made in cataloging and re- 
paiiiii!^ iiliiic m the Geoige Kleine Collec- 
tion Cataloging ol the fiist lot of captuied 
Japanese films was completed, watli 3 \aults 
of iiiateiial lemamiiig to be piocessed 
Subject headings, aiithoi tiacings, and in- 
fomiation about motion-pictiiie pioduceis 
weie ovei -punted on moie than 6,000 
cards filed in the Section’s dictionaiy cata- 
log, enabling it also to have coirect cards 
for those titles added to a file wdiicli wall 
ultiniately become the slielflist As a re- 
sult of the cataloging, the aiiangement of 
the collections stored on Deck 4, Noith 
Annex, wns gieatly impio\ed, wath col- 
lected labels being placed on the individ- 
ual him cans 

Custody and Servicing of Alaterials 

The Reftience Depaitment is lesponsi- 
ble foi the custod\ and oiderly caie of the 
gieat bulk ot the collections of the Library 
as well as for the pioMsion of these mate- 
rials to readeis in the buildings and for the 
loan of all materials for use outside In 
one of the busiest }ears in the Libiaiy’s 
history, a total of 631,920 readers came in 
peison to use the collections The major- 
ity (468,313) of them wQie served in the 
two mam reading rooms of the Library 
Indeed, theie w^ere so many readers at 
ceitam peak peiiods that there were not 
enough seats to accommodate them and 
some of them had to sit on the flooi in the 
lefereiice alcoves 

The Stack and Reader Division, which 
IS lesponsible for the seivice of books in 
the two mam reading rooms, issued 1,043,- 
101 volumes, handled 936,227 requests for 
books, re-shelved 1,266,228 books, and 
made 2,875 special searches for books not 
immediately found in their proper places 
on the shelves At the same time the staff 
found time to shift and rearrange moie 
than 15 miles of volumes m the stacks and 
to lead more than 78 miles of shehes m a 
piece-by-piece check to make certain that 
the books w^ere m proper order The shift- 
ing w^as necessitated by the rapid growth 
of the collections in some subject areas, 


such as science, and the need to provide 
shelf space for new works in juxtaposition 
to older ones dealing with the same subject 
It completed a series of moves started in 
December 1955 which encompassed most 
of the general book collections of the 
Library, but it is anticipated that still more 
shifts will be requiied It has alieady 
become appaient that the books in class 
T, the most extensive collection of works 
on technology available to the Federal 
Government, aie again showing the results 
of overciowding, with consequent difficul- 
ties m servicing In a library as laige as 
the Library of Congress, keeping books in 
propel order on the shelves to ensure effi- 
cient service is a problem of overwhelming 
proportions Last year more shelves 
(138,000) were read to verify proper shelv- 
ing than ever befoie in the Libraiy’s 
history 

The volume of materials lent reached a 
record high of 207,141 items m 1958 Of 
the loans made, 77,003, or 37 percent, 
were to Members of Congiess, and 68,523 
or 32 percent, to Government libraries in 
the Washington area Twenty percent of 
the total were issued to other official bor- 
rowers, holders of special permits, and 
Library employees, and 1 1 percent to 
libraries outside Washington The 22,056 
pieces lent outside Washington went to 
1,766 libraries m this country and abroad 
The distribution of borrowing libraries re- 
mained fairly constant, with libraries on 
the East Coast doing 50 percent of the 
borrowing I nt ernational in terlibrary 

loans, amounting to 637 volumes, were 
made to 129 libraries abroad Many of 
these requests came from Canada and 
Europe, but books were also lent to li- 
braries in Southern Rhodesia, the Union 
of South Africa, India, and Hong Kong 

Materials of research interest are not 
limited, of course, to bound books The 
Library has rich and extensive collections 
of microfilms, manuscripts, maps, prints 
and photographs, and other non-book ma- 
terials, all of which present their own 
special problems of custody and preserva- 
tion 
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Maps^ because of their size and bulk 
weight, present unusual problems of stor- 
age and require special equipment for 
their housing m readily accessible arrange- 
ment The purchase of new map cases 
together with some necessary shifting of 
collections did much to relieve the conges- 
tion in the general map files, but the con- 
tinued high rate of intake indicates that 
further congestion will occur The rare 
and valuable world atlases kept in an en- 
closed section were thoroughly cleaned and 
rearranged, and the volumes were put into 
carefully labeled protective boxes, but 
here again there is a problem of space, 
and many equally valuable volumes of 
continental, regional, and national atlases 
remained outside of the enclosure for rari- 
ties because there was no room for them. 
Other parts of the map collection, such as 
the collection of wall maps, those rolled on 
poles, and the topographic sets and navi- 
gation charts, are adequately housed, with 
some room for a slight further expansion, 
and can be readily serviced 

Newspapers also present special problems 
of custody because of their size and weight, 
but the major problem has been overcrowd- 
ing on the shelves, making it necessary to 
use floor space for more than 16,000 
volumes Last year much improvement 
resulted from a complete reorganization of 
the floor-stored volumes so that service is 
easier, from the placing of 2,500 volumes 
on temporary wooden shelving, and from a 
continuing reduction m the number of 
bound volumes added to the collection 
(2,000 in fiscal 1958 as compared with 
2,300 in 1957) as a consequence of substi- 
tuting microfilm copies for bound volumes 
whenever possible It is expected that it 
will ultimately be possible to replace 
enough of the bound volumes with micro- 
films so that the remainder of the collection 
can be comfortably housed m the available 
space The Serial Division, which is 
charged with the custody of newspapers, is 
also the custodian of unbound government 
publications They constitute a problem 
not because of their size and weight but be- 
cause of their sheer numbers and the com- 
plexity of arranging them The collections 
485245 — 5,9 4 
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of government publications were shifted 
m ordei to consolidate them on 3 decks, in 
contrast to the previous scattering over 6 
decks In process of the consolidation, 
many unneeded items were weeded out and 
about 750,000 pieces of material received at 
the end of Woild War II were stored in 
boxes in the Annex pending gradual ab- 
soiption into the collections 

The Manuscript Division made consid- 
erable progress in the preparation of ma- 
terials for lamination or binding. The 
need for space to house its collections be- 
comes more and more acute, and use of the 
material has so increased during the past 
several years that provision of adequate 
facilities for readers is also becoming a 
problem. 

How to preserve the outstanding collec- 
tion of oldei recordings in the custody of 
the Music Division has been of concern to 
the Library for some time. It was there- 
fore gratifying that the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation made a grant to the Library during 
the year for a project to study and to lecom- 
mend the best methods of preseiving sound 
recordings on tape and on various kinds of 
disks In October 1957 a contract was 
made with the Southwest Research Insti- 
tute of San Antonio, Texas, to carry out the 
highly technical experimentation required 
The project has already enlisted wide- 
spread interest, and the major lecording 
companies have been most cooperative in 
supplying information on the manufacture 
of vmylite records. It is expected that the 
final report of the project will be available 
in the summer of 1959 

Reference Services 

As IS true of all libraries, the ultimate 
goal of the Library of Congress is to make 
the collections of book and i elated mate- 
rials m its custody as widely useful as pos- 
sible to those It serves Consequently it is 
satisfying to note that there was a marked 
increase in all phases of direct reference 
service during the year Answers to lefer- 
ence questions i cached a record high of 
573,187. Of these 300,913 weie direct 
services to readers appearing m person, 
193,651 weie in response to telephone re- 
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quests, and 78,623 were uiitten responses, 
mainly m answer to queues from persons 
outside the Washington area 

The ability of the staff to handle the 
increased number of inquiries while mam- 
tammg the high le\el of competence ex- 
pected of the Libiaiy lies in large measure 
m the capabilities and training w hicli 
members of the staff ha\e brought to the 
Libraiy or have acquired thiough long 
\ears of use of the collections Biogiaphei 
Catherine Di inker Bowen, describing ‘‘IVIy 
Fi lends, the Librarians^ m the March 
1958 issue of Atlantic Monthly^ recalled 
that David J H Cole ‘‘can find anything,” 
an opinion not exclusively Mrs Bowen’s 
but shared over the }ears by numerous 
readers who have expected Mr Cole and 
his colleagues in the Public Reference 
Section to “find anything” and have not 
been disappointed This }ear Mr, Cole, 
Senior Reference Librarian in the Public 
Reference Section of the General Refer- 
ence and Bibliography Division, celebrated 
the completion of 45 vears of ser\ace It 
w^as estimated that over the years Mi. Cole 
had handled o\ei a million books in the 
course of helping some 430,000 readers It 
was also estimated that the group of more 
than 120 colleagues who gathered at a 
luncheon to pay honor to Mr Cole rep- 
resented about 3,700 years of combined 
service, or an average of nearly 30 years 
of service in the Libraiy by each person 
As usual, members of the Reference De- 
partment answered a variety of questions 
during the year These questions ranged 
in subject from the development of tlie 
alphabet to zymurgy, in time from pre- 
Biblical stones of the flood to current leg- 
islation, and in space from fumaroles to 
interplanetary travel 

Since much of the inci eased reference 
activity w^as in the field of science, the Sci- 
ence Division was given more comprehen- 
sive responsibilities along with augmented 
staff It w^as renamed the Science and 
Technology Division so as better to reflect 
Its increased scope, and, upon the transfer 
in February of the Technical Information 
Di\ision (ASTIA Refeience Center) from 


the Libraiy of Congress, the Bibliogiaphy 
Unit of the TID, with a staff of 21, was 
assigned to the Science and Technology 
Division. These changes bioadened sig- 
nificantly the subject competence of the 
division’s staff and it was able to assume, on 
a contract basis, the compilation of ex- 
tensive scientific and technical bibliogra- 
phies The accelerated program, however, 
placed a heavy admimstiative burden on 
its small permanent staff of specialists, 
which numbered only 6 Diiect reference 
services in science and technology totaled 
10,873, a 53 percent increase over the pie- 
vious year Requests from Congress for 
scientific information inci eased signifi- 
cantly and the Science and Technology 
Division collaborated closel} with the Leg- 
islative Reference Service in answering 
them A noticeable feature of the refer- 
ence activities in science was the advanced 
nature of the many special studies, reports, 
and surveys prepared, dealing with such 
subjects as the use of power alcohol as a 
blend in gasolines, past and current re- 
search on the effects of radioactive fallout, 
photographic techniques in the United 
States and the USSR applicable to recon- 
naissance satellites, the state of scientific 
development in America, and miracle 
drugs 

The impact of the launching of the first 
Soviet earth satellite in October 1957, 
which was responsible for much of the in- 
creased interest in science, also brought a 
flood of reference queries to the Slavic and 
Central European Division. Questions 
ranged all the way from how to pronounce 
the word “sputnik” to inquiries concerning 
Soviet education, the organization of 
scholarship, research developments, eco- 
nomic and industrial progress, and library 
functions and documentation in the Soviet 
Union This development was pai ticularly 
reflected in a sharp rise in Congiessional 
inquiries, extensive studies prepared m re- 
sponse to these requests dealt with such 
subjects as school attendance and school 
curricula in the USSR and the State Sci- 
entific and Technical Committee of the 
USSR The staff of the division also con- 
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tnbuted to a senes of biographical profiles 
of Communist leaders which was published 
by the Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities of the House of Representatives 

Reference services concerning the Slavic 
and Central European countries were by no 
means confined to Congress The Foreign 
Service Institute of the Department of 
State, for example, consulted repeatedly 
with the staff concerning the training of 
diplomats and the teaching of foreign lan- 
guages in the Soviet Union, a selected 
bibliography of current English-language 
books about Hungary was prepared for the 
United States Delegation to the Umted Na- 
tions, and the Executive Branch was sup- 
plied with information concerning the 
framing of the Czechoslovak Declaration 
of Independence in 1918 At times the 
division provided reference services in a 
rather unorthodox form Thus, for one 
component of the Government, a staff 
member secured information by telephone 
from the USSR Academy of Sciences in 
Moscow for use in a patent suit 

The Hispanic Foundation, with its small 
staff of 6 and with the time of less than 1 
person devoted fully to reference services, 
answered more than 4,000 queries The 
total was equal to that of the preceding 
year, but within that total there was a 
marked increase in requests from Congress 
and a corresponding decrease in other cate- 
gories Questions concerning topics of 
current interest were frequently complex 
and dealt with such subjects as the effects 
of North American capital in Latin Amer- 
ica, Spain’s possessions in Africa, Spanish 
and Portuguese newspapers published in 
the United States, and armed conflicts be- 
tween Latin American republics Services 
to private institutions and industry in- 
cluded the preparation of a list of basic 
books on Latin American economics for a 
college initiating work in this field, a re- 
port on Portuguese ceramics and clays, a 
precis of information about the conquest of 
Peru for use in an educational motion pic- 
ture, and a report on telecommunications 
in Chile, Nicaragua, Honduras, and 
Salvador 
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Specialists in the Orientalia Division 
were called upon to answ er a variety of re- 
quests for information about the Near and 
Middle East, South Asia, and the Far East. 
The Chinese Section compiled for the So- 
cial Sciences Research Libraiy in Seoul, 
Korea, a detailed statement of the Li- 
brary’s holdings of Korean materials, pre- 
pared for reproduction a group of some 
400 negative photostats of Tunhuang 
manuscripts for a professor at the Univer- 
sity of Malaya, arranged for the reproduc- 
tion of the diaries of Dr Hu Shih, who 
served as China’s Ambassador to the 
United States during the years 1942-45, on 
behalf of a research pioject at Columbia 
Uni\ersit\u and prepared numerous trans- 
lations for IMembers of Congress The 
Japanese Section also prepared many 
translations for Congress, and for the 
Umted States Information Service it 
supplied prints of Yokohama as it was 
100 years ago for use in commemorating 
Yokohama’s centennial m San Diego, its 
American sister city Interest evoked bv 
the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls con- 
tinued to direct many inquiries, mainlv 
connected with the relation of these an- 
cient texts to the New Testament, to the 
Hebraic Section The publication of offi- 
cial statistical records of Israel dealing 
with cancer brought Congressional requests 
for translation of specialized medical arti- 
cles on the subject The effects of '‘hu- 
mane slaughter” legislation on Jewish 
ritual slaughtering occasioned still other 
requests Among the many topics reported 
upon by the South Asia Section were' 
Indian nationalism before World War I, 
village life in Burma and Thailand, and 
Philippine political parties from 1946 to 
1957 The Section also cooperated with 
the USIA m supplying information for use 
in preparing a motion picture on Umted 
States cultural interests m India and 
Pakistan. 

As befits a gieat repository of Ameri- 
cana, the Library continued to furnish a 
large amount of information in response 
to questions concerning the history and 
culture of the United States In many in- 
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stances its punted, manusciipt, photo- 
giaphic, cartogiaphic^ oi music materials 
were used foi substantial scholarly publi- 
cations Investigators coming to the Raie 
Book Di\i«ion sought information on such 
subjects as Jvfilton m eailv American liter- 
atiiie the economic histoiT of the United 
States, eailv pimtmg in Oiegon, and the 
dress of \arious American Indian tubes 
That division continued to supply infor- 
mation to and to lend laie items for repro- 
duction b\ the Ameiican Antiquarian So- 
cietv in a piojcct to issue m microprint 
fomi and thus make widely available to 
scholars the items listed in Evans’ bibli- 
ography of 17 th- and 18th-century 
American imprints 

Requests for caitographic information 
showed a small but steady increase, total- 
ing 12,851 during the \ear About 73 per- 
cent of the requests i elated to maps of 
the Americans A fiequent user of the 
Division was a cartographer engaged 
in drafting appioximately 50 new maps to 
illustiate a 3-voIume history^ of the Ameri- 
cas being piepared by the Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History A 
number of historical maps served as the 
basis for leproduction of facsimiles, for 
example, a map of Gettvsbuig which was 
lepioduced as a 3-dimensional plastic 
model 

The collections of tlie Prints and Photo- 
graphs DiMsion were diawm upon to an- 
swer a \ ariety of questions and were wudely 
used to illustiate books published during 
the year Seuices to Go\einment agen- 
cies included suppHmg pictorial mateiial 
on life in Ameiica fiom 1900 to 1910 as 
contrasted with the present for the De- 
partment of Labor Yearbook, on the his- 
tory of the United States Civil Service 
Commission for its 75th anniversary, and 
on Harper’s Ferry for use by the National 
Park Service m its restoration program 
Publications making use of Civil War ma- 
teiials included Virgil Jones’ Eight Hours 
Before Rtclunond^ W A Swanberg’s First 
Bloody the Stoiy of Foit Sumter^ and 
George Dallas Mosgrove’s Kentucky Cava- 
liers in Dixie, or^ the Reminiscences of a 


Confederate Cavahyman. In the field of 
Ameiican architecture, Fiederick Nichols’ 
Early Architectme of Georgia, which won 
the annual ‘Test Book Award” of the 
Society of Architectural Historians, was 
illustiated extensively with photographs by 
Frances Benjamin Johnston from the 
Libiary’s collections 

Quenes directed to the Manuscript 
Division 1 elated to its techniques for han- 
dling large groups of personal papers as 
well as to the contents of the manuscripts 
themselves Thus it supplied information 
on the development of manuscript acquisi- 
tion policies, the care and repair of manu- 
scripts, forms used to obtain the gift of 
collections of papers and the dedication of 
literary rights in manuscripts, photocopy- 
ing devices used by readers, procedures for 
oiganizing collections, and the sources of 
such specialized supplies as neutral-acid 
folders and sorting devices Requests for 
information based on the manuscripts 
covered such diverse topics as a gift of 
cheese made to Thomas Jefferson by the 
town of Cheshire, Mass , a listing of known 
holdings of unpublished Civil War mate- 
rial, the inventory of the furniture of the 
18th-century President’s House in Phil- 
adelphia, and the early ownership of the 
land on which the United States Capitol 
IS built 

Reference services by the Music Divi- 
sion increased by more than 12 percent to 
a total of 65,006 The most complex and 
certainly the most important of these re- 
quests related to a proposed official version 
of “The Star-Spangled Banner ” Richard 
S Hill of the division’s staff was asked, 
because of his intimate knowledge of the 
history of our national anthem, to serve 
as chairman of a committee of the Na- 
tional Music Council to devise and recom- 
mend an official version In this effort 
Mr Hill worked closely with the office of 
Representative Joel T Broyhill, who intro- 
duced a Joint Resolution for the adoption 
of an official version The matter is not 
a simple one, for there have been many 
changes in the text of the song since 14- 
year-old apprentice Samuel Sands took 
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Francis Scott Key’s hasty manuscript in 
hand to set the verses in type for the first 
time and mtioduced in the printed text 43 
changes from Key’s manuscript 

Bibliographies and Other 
Publications 

The Library’s publication program is 
carefully planned to supplement and ex- 
tend its reference services beyond the 
Library itself Many publications are is- 
sued with the aim of describing some 
specialized segment of the collections in 
enough detail so that scholars outside the 
Washington area can determine whether 
making a trip for the purpose of using ma- 
terials IS worth their while Frequently 
such publications are also the means of pro- 
viding control over groups of special ma- 
terial not susceptible to ordinary cataloging 
controls^ and hence they have a usefulness 
within the Library itself Some publica- 
tions take the form of topical bibliographies 
on subjects of current interest These are 
widely used in other libraries and at the 
same time are useful to the Library staff in 
answering reference queries Other publi- 
cationSj such as lists of current abbrevia- 
tions used in the various East European 
countries^ are prepared and issued with the 
object of making the specialized knowledge 
of the staff available in published form 
Still others are faithful facsimile reproduc- 
tions of rare or unique items in the collec- 
tions , by this means important works are 
made widely available for use Many of 
the publications issued by the Library come 
about as a by-product of the normal work 
of the staff The staff of the Map or Manu- 
script Division^ for example, may need to 
prepare descriptions of groups of materials 
in their custody in order to facilitate serv- 
ice to readers The publication of such 
descriptions makes it possible for research- 
ers to gam an idea of the scope and content 
of some of the division’s special resources, 
and is often a useful substitute for lengthy 
reference correspondence At the same 
time such surveys identify gaps in the col- 
lections and thereby constitute useful ac- 
quisitions tools 
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Several publications issued last year were 
examples of fine printing Outstanding 
among them was The Illinois Political 
Campaign of 1858^ a Facsimile of the 
PiintePs Copy of His Debates with Sen-- 
ato7 Stephen Arnold Douglas as Edited 
and Prepared foi Press by Abtaham Lin^ 
coin It lepioduces in exact facsimile by 
the collotype piocess the printer’s copy of 
what Call Sandburg once described as the 
“manuscript of the only book that Lincoln 
WTOte or edited or prepared for publica- 
tion ” Publication of the facsimile, com- 
memorating the centennial of the Lin- 
coln-Douglas debates, w^as made possible 
by a gift from Alfred Whital Stern of 
Chicago, w^ho acquired the original scrap- 
book in 1952 and placed it in the Library 
wnth his collection of Lmcolniana An 
exhibition opened in April 1958 of 160 
volumes obtained by Lessing J Rosen- 
wald when he purchased the library of 
the Dukes of Arenberg, together with 40 
additional Dutch and Flemish volumes 
printed during the 15th and 16th cen- 
turies which he had given to the Library, 
furnished the basis for an attractive cata- 
log, profusely illustrated with reproduc- 
tions of woodcuts and engravings 
Entitled Early Printed Books of the Low 
Countries from the Lessing J Rosenwald 
Collection, it was printed at the Govern- 
ment Printing Office 

It is gratifying to report that many of 
the Library’s publications proved so useful 
that the stock of copies issued for sale to 
the general public was rapidly exhausted 
and reprinting was required to meet the 
continuing demand Three Views of the 
Novel, containing lectures given in Janu- 
ary 1957 by Irving Stone, John O’Hara, 
and MacKinlay Kantor under the auspices 
of the Gertrude Clarke Whittall Poetry 
and Literature Fund, was issued in an edi- 
tion of 1,500 copies and stock was ex- 
hausted in less than 3 months Similarly, 
Image of America Early Photography, 
1839—1900, an illustrated catalog of an ex- 
hibit of photographs held in the Library, 
sold 7,300 copies in a few months Both 
were reprinted by the Superintendent of 
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Documents. Goveinmcnt Printing Office 
Other publications of proved usefulness 
were issued in re\iscd editions. These in- 
cluded. Polish Abbjcviatiojis. A Selective 
Lut^ first issued in 1955 and ie\ised to in- 
clude 600 new abbie\iationSj Books for the 
Blind, a descriptive pamphlet about the 
services of the Division for the Blind ^ Li- 
braries and Library Services on Film, 
Marketing Maps of the United States, an 
annotated bibliography issued in its third 
revised edition: and Russian Abbreviations 
A Selective List, a reference work which 
had pioved almost as indispensable to the 
1 esc arch woiLer or translator as a general 
or technical dictionaiy because of the 
steadily increasing use of abbreviations in 
Russian publications 

In addition to Three Views of the Novel, 
mentioned above, two other lectures given 
in the Libraiv" w^ere published. The Ori- 
gins of Schonberg^s Twelve-Tone System 
presented a lecture delivered on January 
IO 5 1957, by Egon Wellesz under the aus- 
pices of the Louis Chailes Elson Memorial 
Fund Dr Wellesz is a prominent member 
of the gioup of Viennese composers who 
greatly affected the course of modern 
music b\ their adoption of the 12 -tone 
technique The lecture constitutes an im- 
portant addition to the growing literature 
about the 12 -tone school^ both for the per- 
sonal reminiscences which Dr Wellesz, 
w^ho studied under Schonberg, was able to 
offer and for his deep scholarly insights 
into the work of the gioup A lecture by 
Archibald Hendeison, delivered under the 
auspices of the Gertrude Clarke Whittall 
Poetry^ and Liteiature Fund on November 
19, 1956, w^as issued under the title George 
Bernard Shaw, Man of the Century 

Se\eial bibliographies of special subjects 
were published Employment of the Phys- 
ically Handicapped w^as a highly selective 
bibliogiaphy, mamlv of English-language 
mateiials, prepared under contract for the 
Piesidenfs Committee on Employment of 
the Ph\SiCaI]y Handicapped, winch did not 
have the specialized libraiy resources or 
staff leqiured to undertake the task of 
bringing up to date a similar bibliography 


issued some yeais ago North and North- 
east Africa A Selected Annotated List of 
Writings, 1951-1957 w^as prepared in re- 
sponse to the growing interest in that area 
of the woild and in continuance of previ- 
ous bibliogiaphies on Africa issued by the 
Librar> A country bibliography of simi- 
lar scope and format was Estonia^ A Se- 
lected Bibliography, prepared by Salme 
Kuri and designed primarily to aid the 
nonspeciahst in finding information on 
Estonia and its people Parts 6 through 
8 of the Checklist of Hearings before Con- 
gressional Committees through the Sixty- 
Seventh Congress were issued during the 
year Like the preceding parts, for which 
there has been a heavy demand, they are 
the product of the bibliographic devotion 
of Harold O Thomen, who has for many 
years devoted his vacation periods to 
searching collections of Congressional pub- 
lications in other libraries throughout the 
country in older to make the listing as 
complete as possible. The Checklist, which 
shows the location in other libraries of 
published hearings not in the Library^ s col- 
lections, has been used as a guide to 
remedying gaps in the collections through 
a program of microfilming Publications 
in the field of science included the second 
part of Cold Weather Operation of Diesel 
Engines A Bibliography, Air Pollution 
Bibliography, Volume I, and repnn tings of 
earlier bibliographies on infrared, the 
polar regions, and marine borers 

There were a number of continuing 
publications. Southern Asia Accessions 
List, a monthly bibliography of books and 
periodical articles about southern Asia, is 
now in its seventh year The continued 
publication of this service to specialists is 
made possible by a grant from the Ford 
Foundation The Handbook of Latin 
American Studies, now m its 20th year, is 
an annual publication aimed at listing 
important works recently issued The first 
18 volumes had been confined to publica- 
tions issued m a single year, and, to insure 
that as many publications as possible of a 
given year were included, it had been nec- 
essaiy to wait several years to make certain 
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that all had come to the attention of the 
editors Volume 18^ for example, which 
was issued in 1956, covered only publica- 
tions printed in 1952 As reported last 
year, beginning with volume 19, all pub- 
lications coming to the attention of the 
editors since the preceding volume was 
issued were listed Volume 20, issued in 
June 1958, contains essentially works pub- 
lished m 1956 and 1957 together with a 
handful of works published in earlier years 
Comments on this change in policy, which 
makes the Handbook a more up-to-date 
tool, have been uniformly favorable 

The Science and Technology Division 
continued to prepare a bibliography of 
current scientific and technical literature 
on snow, ice, and frozen ground under 
contract for the Snow, Ice, and Permafrost 
Research Establishment of the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers Of the 
1,200 abstracts prepared during the year, 
more than 60 percent were from foreign- 
language sources The abstracts are pub- 
lished in an annual volume called SIPRE 
Report 12 y volume XII of which was 
issued m January 1958 This latest an- 
nual volume included abstracts number 
15,001 through 16,000 with author and 
subject indexes Publication of the SIPRE 
Technical Information Bulletin was also 
continued on a regular monthly basis 
Two major bibliographies published 
during the year were the fruition of many 
years of effort and served to provide con- 
trols over specialized segments of the col- 
lections The 5 th volume of A List of 
Geographical Atlases in the Library of 
CongiesSy prepared by Clara Egli LeGear 
of the Map Division staff, was the first of 
a number of projected volumes aiming to 
bring up to date the published record of 
the Library’s holdings of geographical 
atlases The 4 earlier volumes, compiled 
by Philip Lee Phillips and published be- 
tween 1909 and 1920, still constitute a 
definitive listing of atlases received by the 
Libraiy up to that time The 5th volume 
describes 2,326 world atlases acquired be- 
tween 1920 and 1955 Subsequent vol- 
umes which will cover atlases of Europe, 
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Asia, Africa Oceania, and the Americas, 
are now being compiled An integrated 
author list and index for the complete 
work IS also contemplated. Publication of 
the 5 th volume aroused interest in the 
earlier ones, the first two of w^hich are out 
of print, steps wnre taken to make these 
available on microfilm. A Descriptive 
Catalog of Rare Chinese Books in the 
Library of Congress describes a total of 
1,777 rare Chinese books, Chmese manu- 
scripts, and Korean and Japanese piint- 
ings of Chinese texts. The Catalog, com- 
piled by Wang Chung-Min and edited bv 
T. L Yuan, w-as greeted by a British 
scholar as ^'an excellently produced pub- 
lication, and a great contribution to our 
bibliographical knowledge ” 

The inauguration of a series of registers 
of collections of papers in the Manuscript 
Division was an outstanding feature of 
the year’s publication program The first 
m the series, Booker T. Washington; a 
Register of His Papers in the Library of 
Congress, was followed by registers of the 
papers of Emorv Scott Land, Wendell 
Berge, Charles Joseph Bonaparte, and 
Henry T Allen, and other registers will 
be published from time to time 

The issuance of longplaying recordings 
devoted to American folk music from the 
Library’s Archive of Folk Song is a form 
of publication. The present program, 
made possible by a grant from the Car- 
negie Corporation of New York, continued 
with the appearance of “The Ballad 
Hunter” and the reissuance of 9 of the 
earlier 78 r. p m albums There remain 
only 14 older albums of Latin American 
music awaiting reissue as longplaying 
records. 

Other publications in progress, as well as 
a complete list of publications issued during 
the year, are presented in appendix VI. 

Concerts and Lite? ary Programs 

A total of 38 concerts were given in the 
Coolidge Auditoiium, 10 under the aus- 
pices of the Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge 
Foundation and 28 under the Gertrude 
Clarke Whittall Foundation The Cool- 
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idge Foundation sponsoicd 2 conceits in 
the spiing of 1958 for the Intei-Ameiican 
Mumc Ftsti\al, one of them piesented in 
the Libian ’included in the pieviously 
mentioned 1 0 ; and one at the Pan Amer- 
K an Union The concerts were limited to 
diaiiibei music bioadlv defined, but the 
piogiams weie wide in scope and the per- 
foiming ensembles gratif\mgly vaiied in 
natuie All of the piograms weie broad- 
cast b\ Radio Station WGMS , thus they 
reached an audience of many thousands of 
listeneis 

The season opened on October 7 with a 
special conceit honoiing the 90th birthday 
of IVIis Geitmde Clarke Whittall The 
artists weie the Budapest String Quaitet^ 
Rudolf Serkin, piano, and Walter Tram- 
pier viola An exhibit was arranged from 
the oiiginal manuscripts m the Whittall 
Foundation Collection, and the piogiam 
oi the concei t w as limited to three compo- 
sitions with the manuscripts thus dis- 
placed Havdn’s Quartet, Op 64, No 6, 
Mozart’s String Quintet (K V 515) , and 
Brahms’ Piano Quintet, Op 34, A keep- 
sake volume specially designed for the 
concert earned a tribute to Mrs Whittall’s 
unique genciositv, now^ perpetually exem- 
plified m her Foundation and Collection 

The majority of the concerts under the 
Whittall Foundation were presented by the 
Budapest String Quartet, which in its ap- 
peal ances in the Library used four of the 
Stiadwari instruments given to the Library 
b\ Mis ’Whittall some years ago Addi- 
tional aitists who joined the Budapest 
String Quartet in these concerts w ere 
Jesus Maiia Samoma, piano, John Martin, 
\ loloncello, Artur Balsam, piano, and 
Miec 2 \slaw’' Hoiszow^ski, piano Other 
groups appealing under Whittall Founda- 
tion auspices were the Baiydli Quartet, the 
Beaux Arts Trio, the Krasner Ghambei 
Music Ensemble, the Festival Quartet, and 
the \4rtuosi di Roma On December 18 
and 19 the Whittall Foundation observed 
as usual the anni\ ersary of Stradivari’s 
death and presented Yehudi Menuhin on 
both evenings in a piogram devoted to 
music for unaccompanied violin Two 


more special occasions were marked in the 
course of the season when Whittall Founda- 
tion concerts w^ere piesented in memory of 
Jean Sibelius and in observance of the 
annual meeting of the Music Library As- 
sociation, which was held in Washington 
The Elizabeth Sprague Goolidge Foun- 
dation opened its season on “Founder’s 
Da\,” October 30, the birthday of the late 
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge For the oc- 
casion the New^ Yoik Pro Musica presented 
a piogram of late medieval and early 
Renaissance music Ensuing concerts fea- 
tured the Philadelphia Woodwind Quintet, 
the Alfied Deller Trio, Pierre Fournier, 
violoncello, and Ralph Kirkpatrick, harp- 
sichord; the Juilliard String Quartet with 
Edna Phillips, harp , the Quartetto di 
Roma, Arthur Gold and Robert Fizdale, 
duopiamsts, Jean-Pierre Rampal and Rob- 
eit ’V’eyron-LaCroix, flute and piano, re- 
spectively; and Eva Heinetz and Alice 
Ehlers, viola da gamba and harpsichord, 
respectively As usual the Coolidge Foun- 
dation was able to present several world 
piemieres The Concertino Antic o for 
harp and string quartet, by Peggy Glan- 
viIle-Hicks, received its first performance 
on Januaiy 17, and in the two concerts 
presented to the Inter-American Music 
Festival the following received their initial 
hearings String Quartet No 1, by Juan 
Oirego Salas, Stiing Quartet No 15, by 
Heitor Villa-Lobos, String Quartet No 2, 
by Alberto Evaristo Ginastera , String 
Quartet, by Aurelio de la Vega, and Trio 
for Piano, Violin, and Violoncello, by Vio- 
let Archer Of these, Ginastera’s String 
Quaitet No 2 was commissioned by the 
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foundation 
Another work commissioned by this Foun- 
dation was the Sonata for Flute and Piano 
by Francis Poulenc, which received its first 
American perfoimance on February 14 
The Library presented well-known au- 
thors and performers in 16 literary pro- 
grams during the year, 14 of which were 
sponsored by the Gertrude Clarke Whittall 
Poetry and Literature Fund Washington 
continued to laud the presentation of 
“live” poetry and drama in the Library, 
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and most of the programs ( 14) reached an 
even broader audience through Radio Sta- 
tion WGMS 

On October 14, Edith Atwater and 
Albert Dekker opened the Gertrude Clarke 
Whittall Poetry and Literature Fund series 
with a program of dramatic readings en- 
titled "'Since Adam and Eve ” Included 
was a variety of selections from both classic 
and contemporary literature^ ranging fiom 
Robert Burns to Robert Frost The 
Canadian Players of Stratford^, Ontario^ 
who had appeared in the Library m 1955 
and 19563 returned to piesent^ on Novem- 
ber I 83 a staged performance of Man and 
Superman^ directed by George McGowan^ 
and, on November 19, Othello^ directed by 
Douglas Campbell The distinguished 
French actor, Marcel Hillaire, presented a 
series of sketches in French and English on 
February 10 entitled ""The Smile of 
France,” taken from some of the greatest 
and most entertaining French writers — 
Villon, Ronsard, La Fontaine, Voltaire, 
Marguerite de Valois, Apollinaire, Co- 
lette, and de Maupassant On April 21 
actress Claire Luce gave a series of im- 
personations of famous women of literature 
and history in a program designated 
""Fashions in Love,” portraying dramatic 
selections from the works of Dumas, Shaw, 
Shakespeare, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 
and Oscar Wilde Shakespeare’s Measuie 
for Measure was performed on May 5 and 
again on May 6 by Arnold Moss and his 
distinguished company of Broadway play- 
ers Mr Moss had appeared at the Library 
on three previous occasions in 1954, when 
he gave a dramatic reading, in 1955, when 
he read from Walt Whitman’s poems, and 
in 1956, when he produced and directed 
The Tempest and played the part of 
Prospero 

Those invited to read from their own 
works were Richard Wilbur, 1957 winner 
of the Pulitzer Prize m poetry and pro- 
fessor of English at Wesleyan University, 
on December 2, John Berr}TOan, poet, 
critic, and professor of English at the 
University of Minnesota, on February 24, 
and Oscar Williams, poet, critic, and edi- 
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tor of numerous anthologies, on March 10 

In January a senes of lectuies entitled 
""American Poetry at Mid-Century” was 
given by thiee noted American poets On 
Januan 13 John Ciow^e Ransom discussed 
""New Poets and Old Muses”, on Januaiy^ 
20 Delmoie Schwaitz spoke on "The Pres- 
ent State of Poetiy”, and on January 27 
John Hall Wheelock discussed ""The Two 
Knowledges An Essay on a Certain Re- 
sistance’" The lectures will be published, 
collectively, in brochure On March 17, 
during the Libraiy^’s obseiwance of Na- 
tional Library Week, Lionel Trilling, noted 
critic, essayist, novelist, and professor of 
English at Columbia University, lectured 
on ""English Liteiature and American Edu- 
cation ” Frank C Baxter, professor of 
English literature at the Unwersity of 
Southern California, presented on March 
24 a reading and commentary entitled 
""Two Watchers from a Lonely Hill Emily 
Dickinson and Edwin Arlington Robin- 
son.” This was Professor Baxter’s second 
appearance at the Library, on March 28, 
1955, he had paid homage to 13 centuries 
of English poetry 

The tw^o progiams piesented by the Li- 
brary that w^erc not under the auspices of 
the Gertrude Clarke Whittall Poetry and 
Literature Fund w^ere a lecture by Randall 
Jarrell, Consultant in Poetry during 1957 
and 1958, wdio spoke on ""Poets, Critics, 
and Readers,” on October 28, and a dra- 
matic presentation on May 12 of ""Theatre 
Individuel” by Tore Segelcke, leading 
dramatic actress of Norw^ay Her presen- 
tation was given m English except for a 
scene from Medea and a poem from 
Haugtussa^ both of which were in Nor- 
wegian 

A complete list of the year’s concerts and 
speakers is given in appendix XI 

Exhibits 

The program of exhibits for the year, 
including those shown outside the Library 
as well as within, was full and diversified 
The Exhibits Office, administratively un- 
der the Chief Assistant Librarian, was re- 
sponsible for this program The principal 
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sources o! for display wcic the spe- 

cial coilections in the custody of \arious 
divisions of the Refer ence Department^ 
and the staffs of these divisions assisted 
considerably m the selection of mateiials 
Altogether, 74 exhibitions weie ai ranged 
m the exhibition halls and in the vaiious 
divisions This liguie includes exhibits on 
Woodiow Wilson and Benjamin FianLlm^ 
which had been extended from 1956 be- 
cause oi then populaiitv, and 2 that were 
opened early m 1957* ^Tmage of Ameiica: 
Early Pllotograph^, 1839-1900” and a dis- 
play honoring Jamestowm’s 350th anni- 
versaiy^ 

The exhibit commemoiatmg the centen- 
nial of Theodore Roosevelt’s birth at- 
ti acted the most attention. This major 
undertaking was foimally opened on May 
22 m ceremonies presided over by the 
Honorable Richaid IM Nixon, Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States The principal 
address w^as given by Prof Elting E 
Moiison of the Ivlassachusetts Institute of 
Technolog\, editor of The Lette'is of 
Theodore Roosevelt, who sei\ed as special 
consultant to the Libraiy^ for the exhibit 
Members of the Roosevelt family were hon- 
ored guests at the opening ceremonies, and 
through their interest and generosity ob- 
jects were boiiow^ed for exhibition and new 
materials were acquired through gift foi 
the manuscript collections Appropriate 
‘ '‘atmosphere” 'was furnished through the 
use of color and textured material in back- 
grounds — as exemplified, for instance, in 
the use of palm matting upon which were 
shown items featuring Roosevelt as African 
game hunter — and through such othei in- 
novations as the presentation of a motion 
picture on Roosevelt and a recording of 
his voice as part of the display Themes 
co\ering the many-sided nature of the 
man during his full and active career 
weic ^'Roose\eIt and the Stienuous Life,” 
''Roosexelt the Public Servant,” ''Roose- 
\clt the Scliolai,” “Roosexelt the Human 
Being,” “R o o s e \ e 1 1 m Action,” and 
“Rooseveltiana ” A catalog of the exhibit 
as printed in the May 1958 issue of the 
Qua?ie?ly Jomnal of Cur}ent Acquisitions 


On November 13 a major exhibition 
featuring Oklahoma’s semicentennial of 
statehood was opened The late Prof 
Walter S Campbell (Stanley Vestal), Di- 
rector of Courses m Professional Writing 
at the University of Oklahoma, was the 
piincipal speaker 

Exhibits-of-the-Month during the year 
featuied a variety of subjects and peison- 
alities, including artists, literary figures, 
American patriots, and Presidents The 
centennial of the birth of William Howard 
Taft, the bicentennial of the birth of 
James Monroe, and the centennial of the 
birth of Joseph Conrad were among the 
events commemorated Special exhibits 
were also arranged for the visits to the 
Library of His Majesty Mohamed V, King 
of Morocco, and His Excellency Theodor 
Heuss, President of the German Federal 
Republic 

Loans of materials from the collections 
w'ere made on 31 occasions for projects 
arranged by borrowing institutions Be- 
sides these specific requests, the Library 
prepared, circulated, or arranged with 
other Federal agencies and private organi- 
zations the itineraries of 14 traveling ex- 
hibitions which w^ere shown at 73 locations 
during the year Among them were sev- 
eral exhibitions of historical prints and 
fine prints by contemporary American 
artists, calculated abroad by the United 
States Information Service, which helped 
to further cultural relations between the 
United States and other countries 

Services of Consultants and 
Specialists 

No orgamzation, no matter how large, 
can hope to have on its permanent staff 
outstanding experts in every field of knowl- 
edge The Library of Congress is no ex- 
ception As IS customary, it turned last 
^ear to outside specialists and consultants 
for advice or for carrying out special proj- 
ects which were not within the competence 
of its staff or could perhaps be bettei per- 
formed by cutsideis In several instances 
pri\ate firms were asked to undertake re- 
search and development programs m an 
attempt to solve pressing technical prob- 
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lems In other cases^ outstanding subject 
experts were called upon to gi\e advice on 
the Library’s collections, particularly on 
areas needing strengthening, to prepare 
special bibliographies or to counsel mem- 
bers of the staff engaged in the preparation 
of such bibliographies, or to draw up 
leports on topics of curient interest 

It was the Library’s good fortune to 
secure the services of Robert Frost as Con- 
sultant in Poetry for 1958-59 Mr Frost 
will assume his post in October 1958 and 
during the period of his consultantship will 
give at least two public lectures in the 
Coolidge Auditorium He will succeed 
Randall Jarrell as Consultant m Poetry 
Upon completing his 2-year incumbency of 
that position in the summer of 1958, Mr 
Jarrell will return to his duties as associate 
professor of English at the Woman’s Col- 
lege of the University of North Carolina, 
where he teachers modern poetry and im- 
aginative writing Mr Jarrell was most 
helpful in developing plans to expand the 
Library’s program to acquire recent liter- 
ary materials He collaborated with the 
Manuscript Division in planning an ex- 
tensive program of collecting the papeis 
and manuscripts of American authors, and 
enlisted the interest of distinguished au- 
thors in the Library as a fitting repositoiy 
for their papeis 

Mr, Jarrell also aided in the planning 
and execution of a program to lecord 
interviews with contemporary poets on 
tape, made possible by a grant of $2,500 
from the Bollingen Foundation. In this 
effort he worked closely with Lee Ander- 
son, whose voluntary efforts on behalf of 
the Library have taken him to many parts 
of this country for the purpose of inter- 
\aewing poets During the year Mi 
Anderson transmitted to the Library 25 
reels of tapes representing recordings b\ 
the following poets Philip Booth, J V 
Cunningham, Ted Hughes, Rolfe Hum- 
phries, Stanley Kunitz, Denise Levertov. 
Lenore Marshall, Howard Nemerov, and 
Sylvia Peatli Recordings of other poets 
have been scheduled to be made during the 
coming year 
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The Library’s Honorary Consultants m 
American Letters are Jvlaxwell Anderson, 
Elizabeth Bishop, Richard P. Blackmur, 
Cleanth Brooks, John Crowe Ransom, and 
Eudora Welty. Most of them met with 
officials of the Libraiy for 2 days in April, 
during which meeting there was a detailed 
discussion of the Libraiy^’s recording pro- 
gram, the issuing and financing of literary 
recordings, the acquisition of literary man- 
uscripts and papers, the selection and 
acquisition of European books in the realm 
of belles-lettres, the functions of the Con- 
sultant in Poetry, and specific ways in 
which the Honorary Consultants in Ameri- 
can Letters can help the Library 

Expert assistance in surveying the Li- 
brary’s collections of Hispamca was given 
by specialists from Columbia University 
the University of Southern Illinois, and 
the University of the Philippines Jeiry 
Patterson, an advanced student of historv^ 
at Columbia University, made an intensive 
search of the collections of the Manuscript 
Division to locate papers of William Hick- 
hng Prescott C Harvey Gardiner, associ- 
ate professor of history at the Southern 
Illinois University, continued his w^ork on 
a definitive bibliography of the writings of 
Prescott wLich the Library plans to issue 
m 1959, the Prescott centennial year. 
Isidoro Montiel, formerly director of the 
Public Provincial Library of Guadalaj'ara, 
Spam, and more recently professor of 
archival science at the University of the 
Philippines, was employed to compile a 
guide to the Library^’s collection of repro- 
ductions of manuscripts relating to Ameri- 
can history in Hispanic depositories. 

The staff of the Slavic and Central 
European Division, in preparing a biblio- 
giaphical guide to periodicals m English 
and West European languages about East 
and East Central Europe, called upon 
learned colleagues in this country and 
abroad for advice and suggestions in an 
effort to make certain that the final publi- 
cation will be of the highest quality pos- 
sible Among those who gave assistance 
and counsel were Prof Henn Chambre, 
S J , of the Centre d’Etudes Economiques, 
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Pans, Doiothy Galton of the School of 
Slavonic and East European Studies, Uni- 
versity of London; Prof Werner Philipp 
of the Osteuropa Institut, Freie Univer- 
sitat, Berlin; and Prof Jaroslav B. Rudny- 
ckvj of the Univeisity of Manitoba 

The German Consultant Program, ad- 
ministered b} the Slavic and Central 
Euiopean Division \vith the help of funds 
made available by the Oberlaender Trust, 
sponsois the pieparation of publications 
which deal with the advance of research 
and libraiv activities in the German Fed- 
eral Republic One such study, '‘Library 
Dev^elopments in the Geiman Federal Re- 
public since 1945,” has been m progress 
since August 1957, and is expected to be 
completed shortly bv Gisela von Busse of 
the Deutsche Forschungsgememschaft m 
Bad Godesberg 

Irvin Kerlan, Associate Medical Direc- 
tor for the Food and Drug Administration, 
continued his sei vices as Honorary Con- 
sultant on the Acquisition of Children’s 
Books Dr Kerlan has put at the service 
of the Library^ Ins intimate knowledge of 
children’s books, gained as an outstanding 
private collector and lecturer in this field 
He has identified important works merit- 
ing transfer from the open shelv^es to spe- 
cial custody in the Rare Book Division and 
has compiled several highly selective lists 
of foreign children’s books for acquisition 
by the Library as outstanding examples of 
the graphic arts The Library was fortu- 
nate to have the continued advice of 
Charles A Lindbergh as Honorary Con- 
sultant in Aeronautics General Lind- 
bergh was of immense aid m planning and 
helping to implement the Library’s pro- 
giam to acquire collections of personal 
papers important for the history of avia- 
tion 

Services to the Blind 

From 1931 to date, the Library’s pro- 
gram of furnishing books for the blind has 
provided in multiple copies 4,798 titles in 
Braille and 398 in Moon type for those 
who read by touch, and 3,360 titles in the 
foim of talking books on 12-inch disks for 
those who use record-players Multiple 


copies of 217 talking books, 214 titles in 
Biaille, and two titles in Moon type were 
provided during fiscal 1958 The total 
represents an increase of 28 percent over 
last year’s production Fifteen of the talk- 
ing-book titles were re-recordings of books 
provided prior to 1948 The practice of 
re-recording a selection of the older wanted 
books makes it possible to convert to 
microgroove recoi'dmg each year a propor- 
tion of the worn and old-style records listed 
in Catalog of Talking Books for the Bhndy 
1934-1948 

The loan of books to blind readers is a 
service which increases steadily each year 
According to reports on services rendered 
by the 28 regional libraries during calendar 
yeai 1957, 58,888 persons were lent a total 
of 1,554,935 volumes (exclusive of maga- 
zines and music scores), an increase of 
103,845 volumes over circulation in calen- 
dar 1956 This increase was largely re- 
flected in the category of talking books 
There was a slight decrease in the number 
of Braille and Moon readers as well as in 
the number of Moon volumes circulated 

The regional library which operates in 
the Division for the Blind and provides 
seivice for Maryland, Virginia, the District 
of Columbia, and North and South Caro- 
lina served 4,618 registered talking-book 
borrowers They were lent a total of 
64,476 containers of talking books The 
number of Braille readers served was 1,810 
and they received 15,395 volumes, the 10 
Moon readers borrowed 207 volumes 
Thus the total combined circulation was 
80,078 volumes to 6,438 readers 

Publications issued by the Division for 
the Blind are listed in appendix VI The 
centralized cataloging of books in Braille 
and of talking books provided 74,068 
printed cards covering 407 titles in diction- 
ary sets 

Insofar as accomplishments in the 
acquisition of materials can be meas- 
ured, there were appreciable increases 
over the previous year The magazine 
format for some books in Braille proved to 
be economical and acceptable to readers 
Sixty juvenile titles in pamphlet bindings 
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were purchased to supplement the current 
output of the four Braille publishers regu- 
larly utilized^ an action which accom- 
plished the twofold purpose of providing 
more titles from available funds and aug- 
menting the comparatively meager collec- 
tion of juvenile titles available in the 
regional libraries 

The increased production of talkmg- 
book machines and the emphasis on 
machine repair in quantity had several 
effects Primarily the increase meant that 
more blind people were enabled to read 
Moreover^ State agencies cooperating with 
the Library m registering readers and dis- 
tributing machines were able to eliminate 
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backlogs of applications for machines, 
thereby reducing complaints 

The division’s hea\y woikload m han- 
dling lessons for volunteers learning Braille 
transcribing and proofreading is a direct 
reflection of an accelerating national 
interest in pioviding more books in this 
medium Last ^ear 478 persons were 
certified as compared to 335 the year 
before The result of the increasing num- 
ber of graduates of this program will be 
the production of moie handcopied books 
for the Library and for educational re- 
quirements at the local level 

Other statistics on service to the blind 
will be found in appendix X 



CHAPTER IV 


The Law Library 


T he Law Libran was established b\ 
Act of Congress m 1832. Although 
the law collections have grown from 
a nucleus of 2,000 volumes to more than 
1,250,000 in the century and a quarter 
which has elapsed since that time, this 
giowth has occuired ior the most part m 
the last 2 decades 

Representative Elbridge Gerry of Massa- 
chusetts drew the broad outlines for such 
a law libraiy in a report he made in 1790 
on a catalog of books which should be 
found in a reference library foi Congress 

Laws of the several States, laws relating to the 
trade and navigation of the several nations of 
Europe with whom the United States may have 
treaties, laws of Ireland and Scotland, laws of 
Canada, British statutes at large, militia system 
of Switzerland, the Russian and Frederician 
codes, sundry authors on the laws of nature and 
nations, sundry authors on the privilege and 
duties of diplomatic bodies, a collection of 
treaties and alliances from the earliest periods, 
a collection of parliamentary books, sundry books 
on the civil and common law, etc , etc 

Although the Geny report indicated the 
need for a law' library' international in 
scope, considerable difficulty was encoun- 
tered in acquiring even such obviously 
necessary books as “the statutes and the 
leports of decisions of the courts of law 
and chancery of the different States,” for 
which Gongiess provided funds m 1821 
As to foreign law', great as was the admira- 
tion of some members of the bench and bar 
of the “formative era” for the Napoleonic 
Code and the civ'il law, it was nev’er 
matched by a coriesponding knowledge of 
their content and the techniques of then 


application and interpretation As a re- 
sult It soon subsided and with it the intei- 
est m acquiring books in that field It is 
tiue that Congress in 1848 appropriated 
funds for the purchase of the constitutions 
and laws of Mexico, but little more than 
the federal material was acquired More 
than a half century later the Librarian, 
writing in his Annual Report for 1903, 
found the situation scarcely improved 

Considerable as is now the collection in the 
law library, it is still mainly a collection upon 
the common law, and even in this imperfect 
To the student of Roman law, of civil law, of 
canon law, of the law of nations, of comparative 
jurisprudence, it can offer but meager facilities 
As to public and administrative law it is weak 
even when supplemented by the resources of the 
general collection 

At the outbreak of World War I in 1914 
there were 164,000 volumes By 1939, the 
beginning of World War II, the number 
had increased to 434,000 Today there aic 
956,000 volumes in the custody of the Law 
Library and about 350,000 of legal content 
in the general collections Present thinking 
is that the latter will eventually be trans- 
ferred to the Law Library when the sched- 
ule for Class K of the Library of Congress 
classification, now taking shape, has been 
fully developed and applied Unlike the 
collections of 1903, the collections today 
cover the literature of all legal systems — the 
great secular systems, such as the common 
law, the Roman law, the modern Roman or 
civil law, and the Chinese law, the religious 
systems, such as the canon, the Islamic, the 
Buddhist and the Hindu , and the theoietic, 
such as international law They include all 
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forms of legal literature for all ages from 
the earliest Sumerian Code (2200 B C.) 
to the current law of nearly all modern 
nations^ with extensive coverage of such 
fields as comparative law^ jurisprudence^ 
the philosophy of law, and legal history^ 

The Law Library is a unique institution 
It differs from law-school libraries, such as 
those of Harvard, Columbia, or Yale^ whose 
primary responsibility is to have on hand 
only the material necessary^ for research and 
teaching purposes and whose usual service 
consists for the most part of producing ma- 
terial needed by the faculty and of instruct- 
ing the students in the use of law books. It 
differs from the great bar association and 
firm libraries where, although assistance is 
given in locating specific material, the col- 
lections and the services are built largely 
around the law of American jurisdictions. 
Finally it differs from the State law li- 
braries, which, even though they go farther 
than the school, bar, and firm libraries in 
rendering legislative reference service, still 
limit themselves largely to the law of the 
American States and territories In con- 
trast, the Law Library must maintain com- 
plete and current collections for all 
countries and must interpret as well as 
provide the legal information found in 
them 

To develop collections of sufficient scope 
and depth to furnish the answers to the 
legal questions with which a Government 
with worldwide interest is confronted and 
to interpret the information found in these 
collections requires persons of specialized 
attainments The combined professional 
staffs of the Law Library proper and of 
the Mid-European Law Project which it 
administers include more than 30 lawyers — 
members of the bai^s of several States and 
of the bars of Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, 
China, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Germany, 
Hungary, Korea, Latvia, Lithuania, Po- 
land, Rumania, Yugoslavia, and Imperial 
Russia Those constituting the adminis- 
trative staff have had an average of 20 
years of law libiary training and of ex- 
perience gained for the most part in the 
Law Library 


The Law Library is organized m four 
divisions, each responsible for the de\ elop- 
ment, maintenance, and seivice of legal 
materials for assigned jurisdictions — the 
Amencan-British Law Division for the 
L"mted States, the Biitish Commonwealth 
of Nations, Eiie, and Israel ?^co\ering ma- 
tenals m the roman alphabet) : the Euio- 
pean Law Division for the nations of 
Euiope (exclusue of Spam and Portugal) 
and then colonies, the Asiatic members of 
the USSR, the free nations of Noitli Af- 
rica, and the Near and Middle East; the 
Far Eastern Law Division for China, 
Japan, Korea, and Thailand, and the 
Hispanic Law^ Division for Spain, Portugal, 
Latin America, Puerto Rico, and the 
Philippines 

On June 30, 1957, the collections in the 
custody of the Law Library numbered 
927,828 volumes and pamphlets During 
fiscal 1958 25,115 volumes were acquired 
from various sources, 141 w^ere added 
through the binding of United States 
Supreme Court records and briefs, and an 
additional 1,968 resulted from the binding 
of 40,448 issues of legal periodicals and 
other serials Another 1,847 were pur- 
chased wath funds appropriated for pro- 
curing books for the Supreme Court. 
From the total of 956,899 volumes and 
pamphlets, 662 weie discarded because 
they were worn out oi superseded On 
June 30, 1958, the total contents of the Law 
Libiary consisted of 956,237 volumes and 
pamphlets 

Acquisitions 

Two w'orld wais and the “cold w^ai’’ have 
severely tested the adequacy of the Law 
Library’s acquisitions progiam When 
Woild War I broke out m 1914, the Law 
Library, which in 1903 had been character- 
ized by the Librarian as “still mainly a 
collection upon the common law,” had a 
sufficiently strong collection of material re- 
lating to the law of the allied and enemy 
countries to meet the small demands made 
upon it After the w^ar attention was 
turned to Latin America, and, with the 
visit theie of a special representative in 
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1 924 intensive program for the acquisi- 
tion of legal mateiials was begun This 
de\ elopment occuiied at least a decade be- 
foic the enunciation of the '"good neigh- 
bor ’ policy Later, the piogram was given 
ini leasc'd impetus through the loteidepait- 
nieiital Committee on Cooperation wath 
the Ameiican Republics, w^hich piovided 
funds for prepaiing a senes of guides to the 
law and legal liteiatuie of the Latin 
American lepublics which weie published 
duiing the eaily 1940's Work on these 
guides ic\caled deficiencies in the collec- 
tions which have^ insofai as possible, been 
eliminated 

In 1930, following statements piesented 
by the Honoiable Hailan Fiske Stone, As- 
sociate Justice of the United States Su- 
preme Court, the pi esidents of the Ameri- 
can and Fedeial bar associations, and 
other junsts, Congress raised the appropri- 
ation tor the increase of the Law Library 
from S3 000 to $50,000, and it has since 
been increased to $90,000 This enabled 
the Law Libiaiy to accelerate its foreign- 
law acquisitions both in Europe and in 
Asia and to strengthen its program on all 
fronts As a consequence, w^hen Germany 
invaded Poland m 1939 the Law^ Libiary, 
wuth its 434,000 volumes, was second only 
to Harvaid in the size of its foreign-law 
collections By 1941, when the United 
States entered the war, the collections had 
increased to 494 000, and the Law Library 
was found to be well prepared to produce 
the information needed concerning the law 
both of our allies and of the Axis Powers 
and Japan Throughout the war, the Law 
Library piofited, along with other parts of 
the Libiary, fiom being able to use sources 
and means of acquisition not open to other 
libraries In this way it outstripped Har- 
vard, and became the country’s largest law 
library^ 

In the aftermath of World War II, there 
was a rapid widening of the horizons of 
Go\ernment interests It became neces- 
sary^ to maintain a stock of cunent legal in- 
formation concerning the mid-European 
countries, the Far East, and, most recently, 
the Arab w^orld 


The establishment in 1949 of the Mid- 
Euiopean Law^ Project with funds pro- 
vided by the National Committee for a 
Free Euiope, Inc, made possible a rapid 
suivey of the collections for East and Cen- 
tial Euiopean areas to determine gaps in 
the older material and the degree of their 
completeness as a wLole They are kept 
cunent through intei national exchange 
In 1950 the American Bar Association 
recommended that the Library establish a 
Far Eastern Law Center to develop and 
service its Oriental law collections Soon 
afterwaids the Department of State as- 
signed a few^ of the grantees under its 
Chinese Emergency Relief Piogram to the 
Law Libraiy These grantees made a par- 
tial survey of the Chinese, Japanese, Ko- 
rean, and Thai law material m the Orien- 
talia collections and put some of the legal 
serial issues in older. In 1954 a Far East- 
ern Law Division was established and on 
January 25, 1956, it was given custodial 
responsibilities by General Order 1628 
The transfer of custody of Far Eastern 
law materials to the Law Library has 
made it possible to correlate all activities 
of the Far Eastern Law Division With 
the material near at hand and under the 
same inventory control as the other law 
collections, it becomes a comparatively 
simple matter to discover the gaps and to 
take steps to fill them Consequently a 
visit was paid during the year to the li- 
braries of the Harvard Law School and 
the Harvard-Yenchmg Institute to survey 
their collections of Far Eastern law As a 
result, a program is being planned for the 
acquisition of photocopies of some of the 
items in those collections which are not in 
the Law Library It is hoped that similar 
surveys may be made by other divisions 
during the coming year both at Harvard 
and at other large law libraiies 

Because the books which are added to 
the law collections through copyright de- 
posit, transfer from other Government 
libraries, gift, and international and do- 
mestic exchange, and under Federal and 
State statutes, as well as those which are 
purchased, do not all reach the Law Li- 
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brary in the year in which they are ac- 
quired by the Libraiy, the statistics of 
acquisitions given here are confined to the 
books which were received by the Law 
Library during the year through the De- 
scriptive and Subject Cataloging Divisions 
The 25,115 volumes and pamphlets so re- 
ceived represented a 21 percent increase 
over the receipts for 1957 Of these 
11,959, or 48 percent, were purchased; 
3,027, or 12 percent, were copyright de- 
posits, and the remaining 10,129, or 40 
percent, were obtained through gift, trans- 
fer, exchange, and statutory provisions 
The number received through gift, 261 (or 
1 percent of the total), is noticeably small 

With the exception of the Hispanic Law 
Division, which showed a 5 percent de- 
crease, the divisions all received more 
material in fiscal 1958 than 1957 There 
was an increase of 28 percent in American 
law, 64 percent in British law, 9 percent 
in European law, and about 300 percent 
m Far Eastern law 

In addition to the volumes and pam- 
phlets, the Law Library also acquired for 
its permanent collections about 100,000 
issues of legal periodicals and other serials 
and 20,989 pieces of records and briefs for 
Federal courts More than 417,000 pages 
of looseleaf inserts and 12,416 temporary 
pocket parts were also received 

Additional data on acquisitions activi- 
ties of the Law Library will be found in 
part E of appendix II. 

Processing Activities 

Because a schedule for Law (Class K) 
has not yet been developed, the shelf-clas- 
sification of law books according to a 
tentative schedule and the labeling and 
marking of law books for the shelves is 
performed in the Law Library With the 
addition last year of three positions de- 
voted wholly or partly to shelf-classifymg, 
it was possible to raise not only the quan- 
tity but also the quality of the work The 
Amencan-British Law Division more than 
tripled its performance of 1957, with 
28,910 volumes as contrasted with 9,115, 
and the Hispanic Law Division’s produc- 


tion increased from 4,258 to 11,507 The 
number for the European Law Division 
was not correspondingly high because it 
was necessary to abandon partial process- 
ing, which had pioved unsatisfactory, and 
to conform instead to the processing stand- 
ards of the other divisions There was a 
rise. howTver, from 9,367 to appioximately 
11,000 

Far Eastern law books have been trans- 
ferred from the Orientalia Division to the 
Far Eastern Law Division of the Law Li- 
biary as space, staff, and service facilities 
have peimitted xAiIl Far Eastern legal 
items are to be repiesented by entries m a 
proposed Union Catalog of Orientalia, and 
cards already in the Library’s catalogs are 
being stamped 'Daw” to indicate their 
new location Cards are to be added for 
items in the uncataloged law arrearage 
and on a routine basis for currently re- 
ceived legal material Since the workload 
of the Far Eastern Languages Section of 
the Descriptive Cataloging Division for the 
next few years will be such that it cannot 
grant priority to law cataloging, the Far 
Eastern Law Division was made respon- 
sible temporarily for the preliminary cata- 
loging of Far Eastern law items 

Altogether, the Far Eastern Law Divi- 
sion prepared and reproduced 1,386 cards 
for Chinese law books and 402 for Japa- 
nese During the year, work was done on 
a notation system developed for the tenta- 
tive Class K schedules for Chinese and 
Japanese law The books already cata- 
loged in those two collections can now be 
shelf -classified and shelflisted, and all cata- 
loging for the future can receive subject- 
heading as well as classification and shelf- 
listmg treatment in the Subject Cataloging 
Division In furtherance of this work, 
2,800 additional Chinese titles were trans- 
lated into English in 1958 

Temporary cataloging was also done by 
the other three divisions of the Law Li- 
biary For the most part it covered re- 
prints, pamphlets, items in the processing 
backlog for which printed cards were no 
longer available, and Priority 4 items for 
which the cards had not yet reached the 
Law Library The Amencan-Bntish Law 
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Di\ision piepaied 4,105 cards, the His- 
panic Law" Division 630, the Euiopean 
Law Dixision 2,706, and the Far Eastern 
Law Di\ ision 6,830 ( including the Chinese 
and Japanese entiics mentioned above) 

Another tvpe of cataloging done m the 
Law" Libiarv" is the highly technical cata- 
loging of legal incunabula and of Latin- 
laiigiiUge law books printed in the 16th 
and 1 7th centuries Entiies made for them 
aie supported by the usual authority cards 
and cross-iefeiences They are filed in 
the \Iaiii for Public) Catalog, the Official 
Catalog, and the National Union Catalog, 
but are not printed for general distribu- 
tion Copies of cards for incunabula are 
also filed in the catalogs of the Raie Book 
Division and are used in the compilation 
of Incunabula in American Libraries A 
Thzfd Census both as new" entries and for 
the conection of entiies which appeared 
in the Second Census During fiscal 1958, 
482 old entries were corrected, and 479 
mam, 1.653 added, 61 authority, and 85 
cioss-refeiences of type weie prepared 
The Law" Libraiy has also undertaken to 
process earh French law" books in the same 
manner as legal incunabula and Latin law" 
books 

The Law" Libraiy also indexes foieign 
law s and legal periodicals The Mid- 
Euiopean Law" Pioject, which began m 
1949 as an indexing and digesting unit, 
has long since become a research pioject, 
but It still performs a small amount of 
indexing and digesting, and the Far East- 
ern Law Dnision has the beginnings of an 
index of legislation However, it is the 
Hispanic Law" Division w"hich carries on 
such w"ork as a regular part of its loutine 
Its indexes of Latin American legislation 
and Latin American legal periodicals have 
pioved most useful for reference work m 
lecent ^eaIs Of special use to the De- 
sciiptne Cataloging Division has been the 
listing m the index of Latin American 
legislation of laws and deciees setting up 
government agencies The elaborate in- 
dexes of American and British legislation, 
judicial decisions, and legal periodicals 
which publishers have been issuing for 


many \eais render unnecessary any com- 
parable tieatment of American and British 
legislation and periodicals 

Both temporary and printed caids for 
legal items are received and filed in the 
Law Library" catalogs The total filed in 
fiscal 1958 included 19,819 temporary 
caids, 24,363 mam entries, 9,305 added 
entries, and 10,783 subject entries In 
addition, the American-British Law Divi- 
sion filed 14,558 caids in the shelflist and 
other files The Far Eastern Law Dmsion 
prepared and filed 6,850 cards in its cata- 
logs, the European Law Division 2,253, 
and the Hispanic Law Division 4,373 
order cards and temporary entries 

Two positions added to the staff in 1956 
for looseleaf filing made it possible for the 
American-British Law Division to keep 
GUI rent by filing 350,000 pages, and the 
European and Hispanic Law Divisions to 
file 67,730 in their principal services Al- 
together, there was much improvement in 
all of the Law Library’s processing activi- 
ties 

Additional data on processing performed 
by the Law Library will be found in part 
F of appendix III 

Custody and Maintenance 

The Law Library was fortunate in hav- 
ing half of Deck 39 allotted to it in the 
same year that two new deck attendant 
positions were added to the staff As a 
consequence, the major shelving problems 
were eliminated The Roman, canon, and 
general law collections, which had been 
badly overcrowded and disarranged, were 
moved to this deck and put in order, with 
sufficient space left for normal growth 
The remainder of the Law Library’s por- 
tion of the deck was given over to the 
War Crimes Trials material, which is in 
the process of being put in order and 
brought under inventory control 

In the Law Library areas vacated by 
these collections, it was possible to shelve 
Spanish and Portuguese volumes where 
they properly belong among the Hispanic 
law materials, to open up the European 
law collections and put them in order, and 
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to provide sufficient space for Far Eastern 
law books transfeired from the Orientalia 
Division At the close of the \ear most of 
these collections had been moved and 
were ready for shelf-classification 

The 30,000 \olumes leturned by the 
Law Library in the Capitol when it was 
shifted from its own quarters to shelving 
m the Senate Librar\^ have been kept in- 
tact as a collection m the event that the 
Law Library in the Capitol is again al- 
lotted Its own quarteis after the new 
Congressional office buildings have been 
completed This collection was shifted to 
give consecutive shelving for the Fai East- 
ern Law collections 

In the noitheast stack, wheie such an 
expedient was possible, an extra shelf was 
added to many vertical sections by shelv- 
ing books on the hoiizontal metal bases. 
This practice shall be extended to all decks 
of the northeast stack as time and staff are 
available 

Providing adequate shelving space and 
maintaining proper order on the shelves is 
only one important aspect of custody The 
preservation of the collections is equally 
important Here again the Law Library 
made significant gams, preparing 9,530 
volumes for binding, a 109 peicent in- 
crease over last year 

Service of the Collections 

The primary responsibility of the Law 
Library is service to Members of Congress 
This takes such forms as providing books 
for their use, assisting them and their staffs 
as readers, and preparing studies and re- 
ports at their request The immediate 
point of contact is the Law Library in the 
Capitol During the First Session of the 
85th Congress, the facilities there were 
used by 97 of the 99 Members of the 
Senate and 242 of the 441 Members of the 
House or by their staffs There was a 
slight drop during the Second Session, 
with use recorded by 94 of the 99 Senators 
and 221 of the 447 Representatives or 
members of their staffs To the 3,457 
persons who came as readers, 8,447 books 
w^ere issued; 145 conferences were held to 


discuss their lesearch problems, and L675 
questions of fact w'cre answered For 
those who made contact bv telephone, 
4,916 calls foi books and information le- 
sulted in the answeimg of mam additional 
questions and the lending of 4,755 books, 
28 percent more than last )ear 

Telephone reference and circulation 
seivice IS also rendered to Congress from 
the Mam Building In 1958 a total of 
5,089 telephone lequests for books and in- 
formation were answered for Congressional 
offices, a 36 percent increase o\er 1957 
Very’ important in service aie the origi- 
nal studies by which the professional staff 
of the Law Librarv, assisted by the pro- 
fessional members of the Mid-European 
Law" Project, assemble, tianslate, and in- 
terpret in terms of American law" the legis- 
lation of foreign countiies which is of 
interest to Congress Outstanding among 
the studies prepared jointly bv all four di- 
visions w’ere reports on wiretapping legis- 
lation and practice, security safeguards 
and anti-sub versive measuies with regard 
to atomic energy m NATO countries, the 
histoiy" of conscription and compulsory 
military service, tonnage measurement of 
vessels, sovereignty ovei space, and piohi- 
bition of the use of mails to defiaud or to 
distribute or circulate pornographic Iitera- 
tuie Material fiom all these reports w^as 
lepiinted in Congressional documents 
Othei lepoits dealt with the essentials 
of a \alid maiiiage under Moslem law, 
the concept of double jeopaidy under 
English law", the parliamentary systems of 
Great Britain and Fiance, dual nationality 
under Portuguese law, Cuban inheritance 
taxes on the property of aliens, the regula- 
tion of marketing channels in Germany, 
the inheritance rights of Americans in 
Hungary" and Poland, aspects of Italian 
criminal law", and the administration of 
justice m Yugoslavia 

The Law Library’s secondary responsi- 
bility IS to the Supreme Court and other 
components of the Government Tele- 
phone requests from these components for 
books and information totaled 8,963, an 1 8 
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percent increase ovci last vcai' A number 
of impoitant studies were also furnished. 
For the Supreme Gouit, the four di\isions 
piepared a studv on contempt of court 
For Federal agencies reports weie made on 
the law of Bulgaria Czechoslovakia, Den- 
mark, Finland, France, Germany, Hun- 
gaiT, Iian, Italy. Latvia, Liechtenstein, 
Poland. Rumania, Yugoslavia, China, 
Japan Korea, Thailand, the Latin Ameri- 
can lepublics, and \arious members of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations, covei- 
ing such topics as the administration of es- 
tates, nationality law^s, and various phases 
of the law^ of personal status such as mar- 
riage, divoice, adoption, legitimation, and 
inheritance and succession 

Several bibliographies w^eie also com- 
piled Among them was one prepared for 
the Depaitment of State on books pub- 
lished between 1945 and 1957 dealing 
with Latin American corpoiations, part- 
nerships, stock companies, and trusts An- 
other, concerning the law^ peitaining to the 
occupation and possession of Arctic and 
Antarctic regions, was prepared for the 
Fedeial Bai Association 

The Mid-European Law Project con- 
tinued Its w^oik on a series of compilations 
of legal somces and bibliographies relating 
to the Mid-Euiopean countries One for 
Bulgaiia w^as completed, and those for 
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia were in the 
final stages by the end of the year 

During the }ear the four divisions an- 
sw^ered 1,094 letters, a 12 5 percent increase 
compaied with fiscal 1957, compiled 118 
bibliographies, a 7 6 increase, translated 
from 23 languages, a 6 percent 
decrease, and prepared 185 special refer- 
ence studies dealing with the law of 17 
units of the British Commonwealth of Na- 
tions, China, Japan, Korea, Thailand, 24 
Hispanic countries, and 37 other foreign 
jurisdictions, with a total of 4,637 pages. 
There were also more than 3,500 oral re- 
ports concerning the law of the same 
jurisdictions 

Through these studies and other refer- 
ence services, background information was 


provided for Congress in the drafting of 
legislation, for the courts in deciding cases, 
for the departments and independent agen- 
cies m settling claims and cases, and for 
numerous other Government uses. This 
work called not only for a knowledge of 
the law of foreign jurisdictions but also for 
the ability to present it in terms of Ameri- 
can law 

Additional data on reference sei vices 
performed by the Law Library will be 
found in appendix VIII 

Summary 

As a whole the accomplishments of the 
Law Library during fiscal 1958 were most 
satisfying The collections were put in a 
much more readily available condition 
thiough the shelf-classification of a third 
of the backlog, in addition to the 25,000 
volumes currently received The state of 
the collections was improved through the 
reshelving and shelf -reading of the ancient, 
canon, general, medieval, Mohammedan, 
Roman, and War Crimes Trials collec- 
tions, in all approximately 40,000 volumes 
More than three-quarters of the Far East- 
ern law material has now been transferred 
from the Oiientalia Division, and it is an» 
ticipated that the transfer will soon be 
completed and the collections brought 
under full inventory control An increase 
of 113 percent in the number of volumes, 
bound included more than a 100 percent 
increase in the issues of serials thus given 
protection from mutilation and loss 
Moreover, all catalog cards were filed on a 
current basis and the looseleaf services, 
which for many years were badly in 
arrears, were made current for all the 
American titles and for the majority of the 
foreign The improvement of the status 
of the collections, which resulted from the 
addition of new processing assistants and 
deck attendants, had a beneficial effect on 
the legal reference and research service. 
Piofessional staff members, relieved of 
processing duties, were able to devote full 
tune to their regular assignments There 
was a consequent increase m the quantity 
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of all categories of leference and research 
work performed as well as an impro\ ement 
in Its quality Some studies weie printed 
as Congressional documents^ and many 
more received favorable comment from 
the users 


During fiscal 1959 effoits will be made 
to continue the lapid i eduction of the 
arieaiage in shelf-classification, to sys- 
tematize pieparation of material for bind- 
ings and to plan moi e mtensi\ e acquisitions 
piograms for certain ciitical aieas 



CHAPTER V 


The Adininistrathe Department 


T he Administrative Department is 
chaiged with the management of 
the Library’s finances^ the mainte- 
nance of Its plants the piotection of its 
collections^ the opeiation of its mail and 
secretarial services, the administration of 
personnel, the handling of photoduplica- 
tion orders, and those other ‘‘housekeep- 
ing” and fiscal functions that underlie and 
facilitate the operations of the Library as 
a library 

Space 

The Library’s Main Building, which 
was completed in 1897, includes 15 acres 
of floor space and has capacity for 5 mil- 
lion volumes The Annex, completed in 
1939, affords 20 acres of floor space and 
has capacity for 10 million volumes. Since 
the Annex was opened the Library’s col- 
lections have grown from approximately 
15 million to nearly 37 million pieces, and 
its staff from 960 to 1,975 employees, ex- 
clusive of about 650 employed on special 
projects financed with funds transferred 
from other components of the Govern- 
ment and other sources. Some Annex 
bookstack areas have never been equipped 
with shelving, these are used for staff work 
operations for which other space is not 
available Upon installation of more 
book-stack shelving in the Annex, which 
has been provided ifor by appropriations to 
the Architect of the Capitol, these opera- 
tions will be dislodged from the stack areas 
and will have to be housed elsewhere 
The point has been i cached at which there 
is no possibility of a lasting solution of 
housing collections and staff adequately 


thiough adjustments within the Library’s 
present quarters. 

In recognition of this, the Library un- 
dertook intensive study of its requirements 
foi a third building With the indispensa- 
ble cooperation of the Architect of the 
Capitol and evidence of encouraging in- 
terest of the Joint Committee on the Li- 
brary and the Appropriations Committees, 
the Library’s interdepartmental Space 
Planmng Committee, under the chairman- 
ship of the Chief Assistant Librarian, in- 
vestigated in detail how the Library’s 
functions, collections, and components 
might best be distributed among three 
buildings The relocation of certain non- 
book collections in a third building is par- 
ticularly favored because of the inflexible 
type of equipment for housing such col- 
lections in the present buildings A mod- 
ern building could be made more adapta- 
ble to varying needs and conditions than 
the two present structures, and such ad- 
justments would relieve stress in the activi- 
ties which remain in the present build- 
ings, where necessity has produced some 
fairly critical distortions in the location 
of collections and staff 

At the close of the year, attention was 
also being directed to plans for the early 
rental of up to 200,000 square feet of 
space elsewhere than in the two present 
buildings to permit the maintenance of the 
services until permanent additional facili- 
ties may become available The situation 
was slightly relieved in February 1958, 
when the ASTIA Reference Center 
(Technical Information Division) va- 
cated its quarters on the third floor of the 
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AnneXj but the major gain to the Librar>^ 
was in reclaiming bookstack space essen- 
tial for the expanding collections Other 
removals of this nature are not, however, 
m prospect 

Personnel Division 

A reorganization of the division was 
undertaken with a view to improving the 
lecruitment program, accelerating the 
position-classification program, creating 
more meaningful, realistic, and equitable 
employment standards, revising personnel 
general orders which had become out- 
dated, and developing a more experienced 
staff through rotation of assignments with- 
in the division 

The reorganization established three 
offices The Classification Section became 
the Position Classification Office The 
Employee Relations Section and the Em- 
ployment and Training Section became 
three sections — the Personnel Relations 
Section, the Employment Section, and the 
Training Section — in the new Personnel 
Relations, Employment, and Development 
Office The Operations Section was re- 
named the Personnel Operations Office 

Although employment statistics were 
affected by the departure of staff in Feb- 
ruary 1958 when the ASTI A Reference 
Center was consolidated with other ASTIA 
operations under the direction of the Air 
Force, there were fewer separations, except 
from temporary appointments, in the latter 
half of the year than in the first half, and 
there were fewer appointments 

The annual recrmting program for out- 
standing graduates of library schools 
brought 7 recruits to the Library in Sep- 
tember 1957 This was the first year in 
which recruits were appointed at the 
GS-7 level, instead of at GS-5 Six of 
the 7 remained on the rolls at the close 
of the year In general, the Libiary’s 
problem of recruiting trained librarians is 
more one of finding libiarianship combined 
with other specializations, such as unusual 
language abilities, than of finding librar- 
lanship alone The recruitment of typists, 
and particularly of stenographers, remains 
a constant problem, although during fiscal 
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1958 the need for typists was met to a 
great extent* The Employment Section 
admimsteied 1,597 clerical tests, 1,167 
taping tests, and 98 stenogiaphic tests 
Other figures on employment in the 
Library will be found m appendix XII 
The Employment and Training Section 
established last year an index of the 
language skills possessed by members of the 
staff Designed to meet frequent demands 
for guides, interpreters, and translators, it 
proved useful m ser\ang several divisions 
and in meeting requests fiom persons de- 
siring translating assistance Some 55 lan- 
guages are represented in it. 

Highlighting the activities of position 
classification during the year was the in- 
auguration of a legular cyclic review and 
survey program The classification staff 
was organized so as to divide the Library, 
for classification purposes, into 4 parts, 
resulting in assignment areas of between 
500 and 600 positions for each of 4 classi- 
fiers It was hoped that this program 
would result in a complete review and 
survey every 2 years, but, as the fiscal year 
ended, the Position Classification Office, 
because of circumstances which included 
exceptional staff turnover, had not yet 
found it possible to adhere to the schedule 
Review, complete survey, and a reorgani- 
zation study had been completed or were 
in process at the end of the year for the 
following units 

Administrative Department* Office 
of Fiscal Seiv^ices, including the 
Budget, Accounting, and Disbursing 
Offices, Office of the Secretary; Per- 
sonnel Division 

Copyright Office Reference Divi- 
sion, Examining Division 

Processing Department* Binding 
Division, Order Division, Exchange 
and Gift Division, Union Catalog Di- 
vision, Shelf listing Section, Subject 
Cataloging Division ; Music Section, 
Descriptive Cataloging Division 

Reference Department Science 
and Technology Section, Air Informa- 
tion Division j Library Services Section, 

Air Information Division, Chinese 
Section, Orientalia Division, Science 
and Technology Division 
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In addition to these reviews^ a study of 
t!ie positions of di\ision chiefs thioughoiit 
the Libraiy was in piogiess 

Tlie Position Classification Office’s par- 
ticipation m the Civil Seivice Commission 
slanclaids piogiam included the review 
and ciitical analysis of standards issued by 
the Commission foi the Office Service 
\fanagement, Tianslator, Personnel, Per- 
sonnel Classification, Piopeity and Supply, 
and Budget seiies 

Fi\e foimal appeals and gnevances leg- 
isteied bv emplo>ees were heard during the 
^ear, one being an appeal fiom a perform- 
ance rating, three arising from separation 
actions, and one questioning the promotion 
of a competitor for a paiticular vacancy 

Thiee programs of benefit to the staff 
uere conducted by the Health Unit of the 
Personnel Relations Section First came a 
piogiam of inoculation against Asian in- 
fluenza admimsteied to 856 employees A 
poliomyelitis prevention program, which 
drew a larger group because families of 
staff members were included, reached ap- 
proximately 950 persons The thud pro- 
gram, of vvhich 173 employees took advan- 
tage was for the detection of diabetes 

Budget^ Finance^ and Accounting 

Total direct appropriations to the Li- 
brarv" under the regular bill for fiscal 1958 
amounted to $11,647,500 Supplemental 
appiopnations were gi anted m the amount 
of $123,000, making an aggregate total of 
$11,770,500, as compaied wuth $10,637,- 
608 for fiscal 1957, or an increase of 
$1,132,892 Of this amount, almost half 
($532,892) was the result of new statutory 
requirements under which Government 
components must contribute to the Federal 
Employees Retirement Fund 6JS4 percent 
of all salaries subject to retirement to 
match payioll-deduction contributions to 
the fund The remainder of the increase 
furnished the Libraiw 59 new positions, 36 
under the appropriation “Salaries and Ex- 
penses, Library of Congress” — which in- 
cludes the Law" Library and the Reference, 
Processing, and Adnimisti ative Depart- 
ments — 5 in the Legislative Reference 
Service, 17 in the Card Division, and one 


in the Division for the Blind In addition, 
the increase enabled the Library to pay for 
such mandatory requirements as ingrade 
salary" increases, increased costs of work 
performed by the Government Printing 
Office, general price increases for books 
and seivuces, and a moderate expansion in 
the program for the blind 

A gross total of $18,439,990 was avail- 
able for obligation Of this sum, $12,202,- 
141 (including balances from previous ap- 
propriations) was appropriated directly to 
the Library; $4,241,194 was transferred 
from other components of the Govern- 
ment, and $1,996,655 was derived from 
gift and trust funds 

Obligations incurred amounted to 
$17,443,879, leaving an unobligated bal- 
ance of $996,111 Of this amount, 
$981,391 remained available for obligation 
in fiscal 1959 and $14,720 lapsed for ob- 
ligation purposes Expenditures totaled 
$16,808,980 

During the year there was deposited into 
the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts 
$1,558,763 from the sale of printed catalog 
cards and technical publications, $934,748 
from copyright fees, and $5,558 from other 
sources, making a total of $2,499,069 

In the Disbursing Office, 29,574 checks 
were issued in 1958, cash salary payments 
prepared in 1958 numbered 48,821; and 
checks processed for deposit, 52,572 Gash 
and check payments decreased from 
$35,057,254 to $23,319,325 

A statement furnished by the Treasury 
Department showed that as of June 30, 
1958, total interest payments made to the 
Library since the establishment of the Li- 
brary of Congress Tmst Fund Board m 
1925 amounted to $1,667,999 The inter- 
est IS paid at the rate of 4 percent per 
annum on funds deposited in the perma- 
nent loan account in the Treasury Total 
expenditures from the account with 
the Treasury during the entire period 
amounted to $1,457,553 From securities 
deposited by the Board with the Treasury 
since 1925, a total of $777,595 in income 
had been realized, and total expenditures 
amounted to $751,282 At the end of fis- 
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cal 1958 the permanent loan account 
amounted to $3^760^7603 from which the 
yearly income receivable was $1503430 
Gifts of $6613008 were received in fiscal 
1958 as compared with $4863527 m 1957. 
Of this amount 3 $4773796 was for the con- 
tinuation of projects established in prior 
years. Among the larger gifts for this pur- 
pose were $4293029 from the Free Europe 
Committee, Inc, for the maintenance of 
the Mid-European Law Project and the 
East European Accessions Index, $16,713 
from various sources for the Documents 
Expediting Project, to distribute docu- 
ments to participating libraries; and $10,- 
000 from the Forest Press, Inc , for editing 
the 16th edition of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification Gifts for new projects and 
activities included $58,197 from the Coun- 
cil on Library Resources, Inc, for a pre- 
liminary investigation and study followed 
by a 1-year experimental program of ‘‘cata- 
loging in source,” and $500 for explora- 
tion of the next steps toward a catalog- 
ing code, $36,000 from J W. Edwards, 
Inc., for editorial and preparation costs of 
the quinquennial cumulation of The Na- 
tional Union Catalog, 1953-573 Motion 
Pictures and Filmstrips^ and Music and 
Phonoiecords, $10,000 from the Forest 
Press, Inc , toward the cost of editing the 
17th edition of the Dewey Decimal Classi- 
fication, $40,000 from the Rockefeller 
Foundation for research on the preserva- 
tion and storage of sound recordings, and 
$6,950 for the recording and cataloging 
of Latin American poetry, and $10,000 
from Alfred Whital Stem for the pur- 
chase of material for the Alfred Whital 
Stern Collection of Lincolniana 

A summary of the annual report of the 
Library of Congress Trust Fund Board 
constitutes appendix I of this Report Ap- 
pendix XIII, containing financial statistics, 
shows the investments held by the Board 
and the activity of each fund 

The Architect of the GapitoFs appro- 
priation for “Library of Congress Build- 
ings and Grounds, Structural and Me- 
chanical Care” was $774,200, the full 
amount requested for fiscal 1958 although 
a decrease of $25,800 from 1957 It in- 
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eluded $85,000 for Annex bookstack 
equipment, $30,000 for map cases, $110,- 
000 for roof repairs to both buildings, 
$15,000 for pointing exterior stonework, 
$10,000 for repairs to mosaic ceilings and 
floor tile and marble floor tile, $18,000 for 
repairs to leaded stained-glass skylights in 
the Main Building, $29,400 for installa- 
tion of composition floor tile covering in 
both buildings, and $1,400 for new fire 
gongs in the Main Building The $67,000 
appropriated for furniture and furnish- 
ings provided, for recurring annual re- 
quirements, $9,500 for maintenance and 
repairs to office machines, $30,000 for the 
procurement of furniture and equipment, 
$10,000 for the procurement of typewrit- 
ers, $10,000 for the provision of movable 
partitions required in temporary altera- 
tions, and, for special nonrecurring re- 
quirements, $2,900 for adding machines, 
$1,700 for visible file cases, $1,700 for 
microfilm reading machines, and $1,100 
for rugs and carpeting. 

Two small claims were settled under 
the Tort Claim Act during the year. One 
involving a claim of $20 was for a lost 
“antique” umbrella, and the other, for 
damage by one of the Library tracks to a 
private passenger vehicle, was settled for 
$62.17. 

The year was significant for the fiscal 
oiSSces General Order 1649, issued March 
11, 1958, created the position of Chief of 
Fiscal Services, with responsibility for the 
administration of the budget, accounting, 
and disbursing operations in the Adminis- 
trative Department and for the coordina- 
tion of fiscal operations m other depart- 
ments of the Library It also provided for 
the integration of the tabulating operation 
as a part of the accounting function and 
placed the internal auditing function 
under the Chief Assistant Librarian 

The developments for which this Gen- 
eral Order provided are in line with the 
recommendations of the two Hoover Com- 
missions on the Organization of the Execu- 
tive Branch of the Government, authorized 
in fiscal 1948 and fiscal 1954, respectively 
The first resulted in the Budget and Ac- 
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counting Procedures Act of 1950 (Public 
Law 81-7845 81st Congress) , and the 
second in the Budgeting and Accounting 
Methods and Procedures Act of 1956 
(Public Law 84-8635 84th Congress). 
These enactments delegated responsibility 
for improvement of fiscal management in 
the Government to the agencies them- 
selves Fiscal management is here used in 
the large concept of the improvement of 
the general managing of the Government 
through improved techniques in budgeting, 
accounting, and related fiscal operations, 
including the internal audit program 
The Auditor completed an audit of the 
Card Division He also started one of the 
Copynght OflSce, but it was interrupted 
late in the year for a study of the talking- 
book machine repair operations of the 
Books for the Blind program 

The Tabulating Section continued to be 
an increasingly important part of the fiscal 
organization For the further improve- 
ment of Its operations, a new interpreter, 
geared to process 100 cards a minute, was 
obtained to replace an old one having a 
maximum speed of 60 cards a minute 
The new machine applies the typographic 
characters needed for printing New Serial 
T tiles, and a card-pnnting punch was also 
added for use m producing that publica- 
tion Before the close of the year, still 
further improvement m equipment was in 
prospect, with plans to procure two new 
high-speed sorters and one new high-speed 
collator to replace lower-speed equipment 
It IS expected that with these improve- 
ments the Tabulating Section will be sub- 
stantially up-to-date in its conventional 
tabulating equipment The next logical 
step may be electronic data-processmg 
equipment While there is no indication 
that such development will come m the 
%er\^ near future, the Library is alert to 
the potentialities not only in fiscal but m 
other operations, and an interdepartmental 
committee has been organized to stud) 
possible applications 

Office of the Secretary 

The reorganization of the Office of the 
Secretarv^ of the Library and a classifica- 


tion survey of its positions, which resulted 
in an improved alignment of its functions, 
were the outstanding events of the year in 
this division The duties of this Office in- 
clude the maintenance of the Library’s 
central files and the survey and analysis of 
departmental and divisional office files, 
mail analysis and routing, records disposal, 
paperwork management, operation of the 
central duplicating unit, forms control, 
distribution of the Library’s non-pnced 
publications, custody of publications stock, 
and assistance to offices of Senators and 
Representatives in paperwork manage- 
ment in connection with official files 
In the reorganization the former Rec- 
ords Management Section became the 
Paperwork Management Section, with 
responsibility for the organization of cur- 
rent records, the study and improvement 
of records custody and organization 
throughout the Library, records disposal 
and retirement, forms control, and syste- 
matic control of current mail and corre- 
spondence routing and recording in the 
Library generally A Central Services 
Section was established to bring under one 
supervisor the activities of the units respon- 
sible for the receipt and delivery of mail, 
the scanning, analysis, and routing of mail, 
the classification of correspondence, mem- 
oranda, and other papers for the Library’s 
central files, business relating to official 
travel for the Library, duplication of ad- 
ministrative material and publications by 
multilith, and custody and distribution of 
non-pnced Library of Congress publica- 
tions and informational issuances 

Progress m the records control program 
was greater than in earlier years The di- 
vision continued its study of the control 
and processing of current records, mail, 
and correspondence, and received an in- 
creased number of requests for service 
from offices m the Library 

The records retirement activity was 
broadened A records evaluation area 
was provided to facilitate examining the 
records removed from divisions prior to 
their final disposition or their transfer to 
the records storage area 
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There are in the central files and in the 
Library of Congress archives in the Manu- 
scripts Division sizeable quantities of older 
records which must be sifted for back- 
ground documentation on the Library's de- 
velopment Such needs include the as- 
sembling of correspondence up to the year 
1940 and the comprehensive analysis and 
rearrangement mto current patterns of 
materials in the files for the period 1899— 
1939 Divisional and departmental non- 
current files, other than the files held by 
the Office of the Secretary and the Library 
archives m the Manuscript Division, meas- 
ure approximately 3,450 cubic feet and are 
housed m 24 storage areas 

In August 1957 the Office issued in pre- 
liminary edition the Library of Congress 
Forms Catalog, listing approximately 1,000 
forms used by the various units of the Li- 
brary which are centrally recorded m the 
division, and furnishing a basis for effect- 
ing reasonable standardization New 
forms and form letters processed m 1958 
numbered 150 as against 194 in 1957, due 
to the intensified study of ways of reduc- 
ing overlapping in this activity 

The duplication unit had a production 
increase of more than half a million multi- 
lith impressions over 1957 in administra- 
tive issuances and publications Requests 
for nonpriced publications distributed by 
the Office increased more than 50 percent 
over 1957 

The Office continued its service of ad- 
vising offices of Members of Congress on 
maintenance and disposal of files of per- 
sonal papers and records During fiscal 
1958 the offices of 5 Senators received as- 
sistance, and in 3 instances there were re- 
quests for additional aid from the offices 
of Members who were first served in 
1954-55 

Keeper of the Collections 

The Office of the Keeper of the Col- 
lections, which has the principal responsi- 
bility for the care, preservation, and pro- 
tection of the collections, had a very active 
year It continued to concern itself with 
critical bookstack space problems and un- 
dertook extensive studies in connection 
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with future planning Special investiga- 
tions included the identification and com- 
putation of the extent to which the Annex 
bookstack areas are being used for pur- 
poses other than book storage, a detailed 
survey and tabulation of the status of An- 
nex stack equipment and a computation 
of present and projected rates of growth 
of the Library's collections with estimates 
of the space required to house them 

Additional measures to effect the Li- 
brary's care and protection w^ere studied 
or put into operation These included 
the improvement of the systems of door 
passes, the control of access to the build- 
ings, and studies of possible procedures for 
the fumigation of certain incoming mate- 
rials incident to the procurement of a 
modem vacuum-type fumigation device. 
Special measures were considered or un- 
dertaken to provide greater security to the 
collections of phonorecordings and Orien- 
talia and to segments of the copyright de- 
posits The Keeper received nearly 200 
requests for assistance or advice in the field 
of preservation, custody, and care of li- 
brary materials from institutions and in- 
dividuals here and abroad 

In many ways the Keeper's office plays 
an active role in the security and protec- 
tive aspects of the Library's exhibits pro- 
gram, either in an initiating capacity or in 
collaboration with the Library’s Exhibits 
Officer At various times the Keeper gave 
special attention to problems inherent in 
the loan of valuable materials for display 
in foreign countries, such as the physical 
condition of the materials before ship- 
ment, measures for their protection dur- 
ing transportation, their physical status 
upon return to the Library, and the ade- 
quacy of insurance coverage 

Guard Division 

Although the work of the Guard Divi- 
sion follows a necessarily routine pattern 
from year to year, it was more significant 
in fiscal 1958 than earlier because of inten- 
sified efforts to increase the protection of 
the staff and the public from possible loss 
of personal propertv" in the buildings 
through the activities of a few lawless 



58 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS^ 195 8 


persons. Tins effort, with no increase in 
force, required many horns of overtime 
duty by experienced guards. The extent 
of prevention accomplished by the guards 
cannot be known, of course, but, notwith- 
standing seveial petty thefts during the 
year, it is believed that the effort was 
effective in holding the thefts to a com- 
paratively low number. The Library 
buildings contain 35 acres of floor space 
extensively partitioned for services, work 
operations, research projects, and individ- 
ual study, and include 64 bookstack decks 
which are honeycombs of ranges and bays 
Comprehensive sur\’'eillance over this com- 
plex IS manifestly impossible, yet the entire 
plant must be covered in the program 
There were 700,206 visitors to the build- 
ings during the year, a daily average of 
2,153 as compared with 2,141 in fiscal 
1957. The buildings were open to the 
public every day except Christmas 

Buildings and Grounds Division 
Early in the fiscal year the Architect of 
the Capitol’s award of a contract to a 
commercial firm for 630 fully equipped 
10-foot sections of bookstack shelving for 
the Library Annex was contested, and the 
question was referred to the General Ac- 
counting Office. In June 1958 the Comp- 
troller General sustained the award in a 
decision rendered to the Architect. The 
revised schedule calls for completion of 
delivery of the equipment by June 9, 1959. 
This contract draws on fiscal 1957 funds, 
a like appropriation for fiscal 1958 lapsed 
for want of tune to enter into a contract 
during the few days intervening between 
the announcement of the Comptroller 
General’s decision and the close of the 
year. The 1957 funds will provide shelv- 
ing for between 300,000 and 400,000 vol- 
umes. Thereafter, approximately 4 equal 
annual installments will be required to 
complete the provision of steel bookshelv- 
ing in the Annex, removing staff work 
operations in the areas, replacing wooden 
hangers, and eventually shifting the 
printed card stock and map collection. 


Repair of the Annex roof was nearing 
completion at the close of the year This 
restoration, following one performed ear- 
lier on the Main Building, and the point- 
ing up of the exterior stonework, have 
impressively reduced leakage resulting 
from storms. Restorative work on mosaic 
floors and ceilings and on marble tile 
floors was continued at a high level of ex- 
cellence because of the availability of arti- 
sans trained in Italy In expanding the 
program of restoration to include the re- 
pair and releading of the leaded stained- 
glass skylights in the Main Building, the 
Architect of the Capitol was fortunate in 
the award of a contract to the successor 
of the firm which had handled the initial 
installation more than 60 years ago and 
still had a stock of glass from which re- 
placements for the present work could be 
drawn 

The program for laying composition 
floor tile in appropriate areas continued 
with marked improvements It will be 
extended to include heavily traversed 
areas and offices, where such treatment is 
a long-term economy, and areas in the 
Main Building cellar where space will be 
retrieved for various activities. 

Through the installation of a new Gen- 
eral Services Administration inventory 
management system, the * 'Economic Order 
Quantity,” the Buildings and Grounds Di- 
vision was able, for the first time in several 
years, to procure an initial allotment of 
office supplies and stationery more than 
adequate for the year’s needs while main- 
taining stock on hand at a valuation of 
some 35 percent under the preceding 
year. The number of purchase orders is- 
sued for stock replenishment was reduced 
16 percent Further economies were ac- 
complished by the procurement of surplus 
items having an original procurement val- 
uation of about $75,000 from other com- 
ponents of the Government, generally at 
no outlay of funds by the Library 

The bookcleaner-laborers shifted and 
reshelved nearly 1,900,000 volumes and 
other items and cleaned 88,500 volumes. 
Materials shifted included the major sub- 
ject groups of science (Class Q), general 
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periodicals (AP), political science (J), 
and naval science (V), and sizeable sec- 
tions of social sciences (H) . 

Photoduplication Service 

A review of the Service’s experience 
over the past 10 years reveals a levelmg- 
off by 1953-54 after an earlier postwar de- 
cline In 1954-55 warnings of impending 
deficits were apparent^ and a new price 
structure and a reorganization of labora- 
tory procedures were effected in 1956. 
The new rates for photoduplicates were 
projected to cover serious drains on the 
Service’s financial resources that were an- 
ticipated, including major outlays for 
equipment and a general pay raise as well 
as the usual “ingrade” increases Conse- 
quently, the Service’s fiscal structure has 
so far withstood the impact of such dis- 
bursements. 

In fiscal 1958 the Service received 
63,736 requests for photoduplicates and 
estimates and filled 44,855 orders, repre- 
senting increases of 11 8 percent and 14.6 
percent, respectively, over 1957 It pre- 
pared 245,075 photostat and 350,919 
Xerox exposures and 3,652,958 negative 
exposures on microfilm. Net sales of 
$492,286 exceeded total operating expenses 
by $22,403, and the Service’s assets in- 
ci eased during the year from more than 
$325,000 to $336,999 

The change to the Xerox process as the 
preferred alternate to photostat is worthy 
of note. The Xerox process is based on 
electrostatic principles , it produces a com- 
pletely dry, positive copy by means of 
tliese steps . ( 1 ) The surface of a specially 
coated metal plate is charged with positive 
electricity as it passes under a grid. (2) 
The image of the material to be copied is 
projected through a lens upon the elec- 
trically charged plate (3) Wherever the 
unobstructed light from the light source 
strikes the plate, the electric charges dis- 
appear, i. e , the charges remain wherever 
the image pattern is projected upon the 
plate, but flow away from all the non-image 
areas (4) A negatively charged powder 
is introduced which adheres to the posi- 
tively charged image on the plate. (5) A 
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positively charged sheet of paper is placed 
over the plate. (6) The positively charged 
paper attracts the powder from the plate, 
forming a direct positive image (7) The 
positive print is heated for a few seconds 
to fuse the powder to the paper to form 
a permanent piint 

Production tiials demonstrated that the 
greatest economies were attained by put- 
ting all material on microfilm and runmng 
the film through the Xerox printer. In 
this way, all risk that the flow of work into 
the machine might not be able to keep up 
with the printer was eliminated. As all 
material is therefore projected from nega- 
tive film rather than from the black-on- 
white original, the process now in use is 
substantially the reverse of that described 
above. 

For the present, these electrostatic photo- 
duplicates can, and do, replace much of 
the work formerly executed by the photo- 
stat process. In the case of originals con- 
taining illustrations or half-tones, photo- 
stat copies are superior. 

A number of additional applications of 
the Xerox equipment can be anticipated, 
and one in particular shows special prom- 
ise Much research has been completed to 
develop a system to photograph standard 
library catalog cards for subsequent dupli- 
cation on the Xerox continuous printer 
This program would produce a catalog 
card on 100 percent rag stock entirely 
suitable for permanent interfiling with 
printed cards. This holds forth many 
possibilities for the reproduction of out-of- 
print cards 

Publication Board Reports received 
from the Office of Technical Services 
numbered 4,367, and 5,238 declassified 
Atomic Energy Conomission reports came 
from the same source, bringing the totals 
for these collections to 128,709 and 23,261 
pieces, respectively. The Photoduplication 
Service laboratory prepared 31,322 photo- 
copies on orders aggregating $131,020 in 
receipts, and serviced 1,075 reports to 
readers. 

The small group of searchers, who form 
a most important and integral part of the 
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operation of the Sei\ice, is deserving of 
special mention This unit is responsible 
for the identification and assembly of ma- 
terial from the major portion of the Li- 
braid’s collections, for the preparation of 
estimates and ordeis for photoduplication, 
and for the veiification of doubtful or ob- 
scure references in indexes and catalogs 
The seaichers handled 9,863 letters con- 
taining a total of 26,419 separate items, of 
which 22,884, or appioximately 90 per- 
cent, were located in the Library’s collec- 
tions The subject matter was largely 
scientific, with emphasis on recent peii- 
odicals in man\ foreign languages 

The American Documentation Institute 
Auxiliary Publications Program serves the 
needs of scholars by making available 
photoreproductions of information related 
to published articles which, for economic 
or other considerations, aie not included 
m the articles The collection of “auxil- 
iary documents” assembled in this pro- 
gram was deposited with the Photodupli- 
cation Senuce early m 1950 and has been 
serviced since that time by the Publica- 
tion Board Reports Unit As of June 30, 
1958, the collection contained 4,639 docu- 
ments, of which 382 weie accessioned dui- 
ing the year The Unit serviced 682 or- 
ders for photocopies fiom this collection 

The Photoduplication Service has for 
many years accepted the responsibility of 
acting as a central facility for microfilm- 
ing important library mateiials of limited 
availability The cost of master negative 
microfilm produced in this manner is 
shaied equally among subscribers In this 
w^ay subscribing libraries, including the 
Library of Gongiess, are enabled to ac- 
quire material at a considerable saving 
The Library benefits from this program by 
substituting the positive microfilm for the 
original material, some of which is ex- 
tremely bulky and difficult to process and 
store The limited demand for some titles 
indicates that the Service is handling proj- 
ects which are financially feasible only on 
a cooperative basis 

The following titles have been micro- 
filmed continuously from the date indi- 
cated 


Date 

Microfilming 


Newspapers Began 

Avanti, Qjuotidiano del Partito Soctalista 

Italiano (Rome) 1955 

Bashkimi (Tirani) 1956 

Journal d^Extreme Orient (Saigon) 1957 

El Mer curio (Santiago) 1953 

Morning News (Khartoum) 1957 

Nepszabadsdg (Budapest) (formerly Sza- 

badNep) 1956 

Rabotmchesko Delo (Sofia) 1956 

Scinteia (Bucharest) 1956 

El Universal (Caracas) 1944 

Miscellaneous 

Daily Reports, Foreign Radio Broadcasts-- 1952 

Diario Oficial (Mexico) 1954 

Gaceta del Gobierno (Mexico) 1954 

Voice of America Broadcasts 1953 

The Photoduplication Service also 
undertook the management of two new 


cooperative microfilming projects One, 
applying to nineteenth-century Washing- 
ton, D C , newspapers, was fozmed at the 
request of Princeton University Library; 
the other covered a group of Chinese 
journals which a committee appointed by 
the Jumor Sinologues’ Conference recom- 
mended as most needed by European 
libraries 

Under a Ford Foundation Grant admin- 
istered by Yale University, the Photodupli- 
cation Service gave technical supervision 
to a project for microfilming Japanese 
Army and Navy archives It supplied all 
equipment and raw film, and processed, 
boxed, and labeled the master negatives 

Fiscal 1958 ended the third full year 
during which the Photoduplication Serv- 
ice has maintained custody of the Library’s 
Permanent Record Microfilm Collection, 
the negatives in which now total 33,657 
reels The demand on this collection was 
somewhat less than last year but over the 
last 3 years has remained at a relatively 
stable level A total of 5,641 reels on 435 
oiders were completely oi partially le- 
pioduced by the laboratory This figure 
compares with 6,299 reels reproduced in 
1957 on 359 orders. 



THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 

Other statistics on photoduplication will 
be found m appendix VII 

The administrative staff of the Photo- 
duplication Service continues to keep in 
touch with the national and international 
development of photoreproduction by par- 
ticipating in the activities of the principal 
organizations in this field Donald C. 
Holmes, the division’s chief, served as 
chairman and member, respectively, of 
American Standards Association’s Sec- 
tional Committee, PH-5, Photographic 
Reproduction of Documents, and of the 
Administrative Committee of the Photo- 
graphic Standards Board of the same asso- 
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ciation He also represented the United 
States at the 6th meeting of Techmcal 
Committee 46, Subcommittee 1 (Docu- 
mentary^ Reproduction) of the Interna- 
tional Standards Organization, held in 
Pans June 4-6, 1958 Subsequently, at 
Hariogate, England, he took part in meet- 
ings of another technical committee of the 
ISO, 42 Photography, which met June 
9-13, 1958 The Assistant Chief of the 
division, Charles G. LaHood, Jr , served 
as secretary of the xAnerican Documenta- 
tion Institute and otherwise took an active 
part in its affairs 



CHAPTER VI 


The Copyright Office 


Report to the Librarian of Congress by the Register of Copyrights 


Copyright and the ^‘Progress 
of Science and useful Artsi^ 

As I reflect on the year’s activities and 
developments it seems to me that copy- 
right, in a sure but inconspicuous way, has 
contributed significantly to the progress 
of the arts and sciences The farsighted 
framers of the Constitution of the United 
States made provision “to promote the 
Progress of Science and useful Arts” but 
one wonders if they dreamed how “useful” 
and how far-reaching would be the conse- 
quences of these simple words Through 
the copyright law, designed to carry out 
part of their mandate, has evolved a con- 
cept of “writings” hardly comparable with 
the tortuous scratchings of a quill pen, and 
these “writings” reach mmds far beyond 
our national borders 
The keynote of the times is, of course, 
science The World’s Fair at Brussels, a 
city of Old-World culture, brought to- 
gether exciting evidences of modem 
achievements from all over the world Re- 
ports indicate that as much stress was 
placed on technology as on the arts; more 
astrophysical aspirations were demon- 
strated than communication here on earth 
Notwithstanding, there were striking 
examples of goodwill promoted inter- 
nationally through the arts Marian An- 
derson’s superb artistry and gentle manner 
sparked understanding in Asia; Bob Hope, 
Louis Armstrong, and Van Gliburn, in 
their respective spheres of entertainment, 
were enthusiastically received in Moscow; 
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and the Russian Moiseyev dancers were 
acclaimed wherever they appeared in the 
United States These performing artists, 
employing the universal languages of 
laughter, music, and the dance, eloquently 
spanned geographic and political bound- 
aries That such envoys have unusual tal- 
ent and captivating personalities is unde- 
niable, but many of them are dependent 
upon authors who may not be so well 
known — and authors are, in turn, depend- 
ent on reward for their endeavors That 
IS where copyright, with its economic in- 
centives to create, plays an important part 
m the world picture The demand for 
good material knows no boundanes. 

In last year’s report emphasis was laid 
on the ingenious ways in which the many 
gaps m an old copyright law have been 
bridged while efforts were being made to 
plan a modem law that could cope with 
the global problems of communication. 
This year it can be reported that progress 
has been made and that we have a greater 
sense of direction and purpose. 

The YeaPs Business 

It appears that there was more writing 
and more copyrighting during fiscal 1958 
than during the previous year, which con- 
tinues the upward trend noted last year. 
The number of registrations since the pres- 
ent registry system began in 1897 is fast 
approaching the 10-million mark. The 
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238^935 registrations made during fiscal 
1958 brought the total to 95427,249. The 
increase over last year is almost 6 percent* 

The Copyright Office received as earned 
fees $945,2315 representing an increase of 
$52,619 over fiscal 1957. It is difficult to 
appraise the monetary value of the ma- 
terial received as copyright deposits. The 
Copyright Office received 374,608 articles 
during the fiscal year, 201,349 of which 
were turned over to the Library for its 
collections or for exchange. It is believed 
that the year’s appropriation of $1,390,000 
for administering the Copyright Office was 
amply offset by earned fees and savings in 
acquisition costs for the Library. 

There were gains in nearly all of the 
15 categories of material submitted for 
copyright registration. Registrations for 
'‘books” (as defined in the statute) printed 
in the United States increased to 53,275 
from last year’s total of 48,811; for music, 
registrations increased to 66,515, greater by 
6,901 registrations than in fiscal 1957; 
registrations for works of art increased from 
4,557 to 5,019, The only noticeable de- 
creases were for lectures and maps; ad 
interim registrations decreased, due to in- 
ternational copyright developments to be 
discussed later. 

Music deposited for copyright registra- 
tion may be depended on to reflect the 
headlines It is always interesting to note 
the topical titles Heretofore the theme of 
conquering space and reaching the moon 
(other than in romantic connections) had 
been to a large extent a specialty of comic 
strips, but this past year songwriters were 
inspired by scientific progress to write un- 
der such titles as "Take Me to the Moon 
Mr. Calhoun,” "Space Ship Lullabye,” 
"Sputnik Love,” "Rockin’, Rollin’ Sput- 
nik,” "Rocking on the Satellite Moon,” 
"Sputnik Tick Tock,” "Bee Beep Bee Beep 
(Round and Round the Sputnik Go),” 
"Laika’s Boogie,” "Satellite Doggie,” "Let 
Me Be Your Satellite,” and "Santa and 
the Satellite.” Other timely titles included 
"Denise in her New Chemise,” "Asiatic 
Flu Blues,” and "We Welcome You 
Alaska ” 
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It hard!) seems possible that 28 years 
have passed since The Good Earth by 
Pearl Buck was first published. Copyright 
in this and many other famous works was 
renewed this past year, including Robert 
Frost’s Collected Poems, John Dos Passes’ 
The 42nd Parallel, and William Faulkner’s 
Sanctuary. Renewal registration was also 
made for "Anna Christie,” the film in 
which Greta Garbo made her talking- 
picture debut. 

The catalogers, operating under the re- 
organization plan inaugurated in the pre- 
vious fiscal year and applying the revised 
copyright cataloging rules put into effect on 
January 1, 1957, and January 1, 1958, 
handled a record workload of 255,000 
items In addition to preparing catalog 
cards for all registrations, they prepared 
for printing 16 semiannual issues of the 
Catalog of Copyright Entries and supplied 
more than 239,000 cards to subscribers to 
the Cooperative Card Service, plus cards 
supplied to the Map and Music Divisions 
of the Library. The first issue of the music 
catalog in its new form (January-June, 
1957), published on March 18, 1958, com- 
bined published and unpublished music 
and renewals, formerly issued in 3 separate 
parts. 

All of this cataloging is basic to the serv- 
ices rendered to the public. In response 
to 8,881 inquiries from attorneys, authors’ 
agents, publishers, other divisions of the 
Library, various Government agencies. 
Members of Congress, and the general pub- 
lic, 8,445 copyright searches were made, 
involving 51,032 titles Total fees re- 
ceived for such searches amounted to 
$13,530, a 15 percent increase over the 
figure for fiscal 1957. As in the previous 
years, there were many bibliographic-type 
searches for all the registered works of 
certain authors or composers, for example, 
William Saroyan, Noel Coward, and Percy 
MacKaye. 

General questions on copyright pro- 
cedure are channeled through the Public 
Office in the Reference Division Their 
telephone lines were kept busy with 13,859 
calls, 12,363 letters were answered, and 
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5,257 visitors were received These figures 
denote a great increase in the volume of 
business handled in the Public Office. 
Telephone calls were up nearly 23 percent 
and correspondence increased more than 
21 percent over the preceding year. 

Acquisitions for the Library 

A tremendous mass of material flows into 
the Copyright Office ever>' day, obviously 
more than can be permanently housed 
here As already mentioned, 374,608 
articles were deposited during the year, and 
the Copyright Office turned over to the 
Library for its collections, for use in ex- 
change, or for other appropriate dispo- 
sition 201,349 copyright deposits, consist- 
ing pnncipally of books and periodicals but 
including significant contnbutions in the 
map and music categories Parts of the 
valuable Sky Survey Atlas, prepared joint- 
ly bv the National Geographic Society and 
the Palomar Obseivatoiy', continued to be 
deposited, and among the more than 3,000 
motion pictures received was “Around the 
World in 80 Days,” weighing 1,400 pounds 
Such notable works in the field of music as 
the 27th volume of the Purcell Society’s 
edition of Henry Purcell’s selected works 
and the third pait of Bedfich Smetana’s 
Klavirm Dilo were added to the collections 
through copyright deposit 

The Compliance Section of the Copy- 
nght Office, which effects compliance with 
the deposit provisions of the copyright law, 
was instrumental in obtaining 15,007 
registrations for books, periodicals, tele- 
vision films, and other material, valued at 
$198,455, and the remittance for the 
United States Treasury of $64,912 in regis- 
tration fees 

Administrative Developments 

One experimental records-management 
innovation begun m fiscal 1958 in the con- 
stant endeavor to “conquer space” in its 
more mundane sense was the microfilming 
of current applications for registration 
The practice since 1945 has been to bind 


the original applications (which are still 
being preserved dunng the testing period) 
m volumes of 500 and 1,000 This forms a 
bulky record, and since it is not only the 
original record but a public one, there 
exists the hazard of alteration, damage, or 
destruction Knotty problems created by 
the change of procedure are gradually be- 
ing resolved and some of the anticipated 
advantages are being realized However, 
the Copyright Office will be in a better po- 
sition to evaluate the experiment at the end 
of the one-year trial 

Since the Copyright Office mails out 
about 300,000 pieces of mail a year, it is 
interested in conserving time and expense 
wherever possible in the interest of more 
prompt and effective communications. 
Several new informational circulars and 
circular letters were developed last year, 
to displace dictated letters wherever feasi- 
ble, mcluding new or revised printed cir- 
culars on such subjects as television pro- 
grams, synopses, formats and outlines, 
“public domain,” song poems, the Uni- 
versal Copyright Convention, renewal of 
copyright, games, the copyright notice, 
and general information on copyright 

Among the publications of the Copy- 
right Office in fiscal 1958 was Bulletin 
30, compnsing the decisions of the United 
States Courts involving copyright for the 
period 1955-56 

In order to make copyright information 
more readily accessible in local areas that 
have a concentration of copyright inter- 
ests, the Copyright Office has established 
depositories of Copyright Office material 
to which are sent the back and current 
issues of the Catalog of Copyright Entries 
and copies of other publications on a cur- 
rent basis To the three previously es- 
tablished depositories were added, during 
fiscal 1958, the University of California at 
Los Angeles and the University of Southern 
California The others are the New York 
Public Library, the Chicago Bar Associa- 
tion Library, and the Los Angeles County 
Law Library 
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Legal Developments 

GENERAL REVISION OF THE LAW 

One of the Office’s major activities for 
the past 3 years has been research and 
study to produce recommendations for a 
general revision of the United States copy- 
right law This program of studies moved 
ahead with substantial progress under the 
guidance of Abe A Goldman^ Chief of 
Research The program is designed to re- 
examine comprehensively the basic fea- 
tures of the present law, which is essentially 
the law enacted in 1909, and to analyze 
legal and practical problems and alterna- 
tive possibilities for their solution 

Separate studies are completed or m 
progress on each of the major problems of 
substance to be reexamined They are 
designed to review the historical develop- 
ment of the law, the present law as con- 
strued and applied by the courts, the prac- 
tical operation of the present law and the 
problems encountered in practice, pro- 
posals heretofore made for legislative re- 
vision and the discussion of those proposals 
in hearings and reports, and the parallel 
provisions m the laws of other countries 
and in international copyright conven- 
tions On the basis of that review of the 
background, each study then presents an 
objective analysis of the issues to be re- 
solved and of alternative possibilities for 
resolving them 

The first draft of each major study is 
sent to a panel of specialists, drawn from 
the various groups and industries concerned 
with copyright, for their review and com- 
ment, and the panel members are asked 
to submit their views on the issues and 
alternative solutions The draft is then 
edited in the light of the panel’s comments, 
and the completed study, together with the 
views submitted by the panel, is made gen- 
erally available to interested persons and 
groups, whose comments and views are 
invited 

Prior to the beginning of fiscal 1958, 3 
preliminary’' studies of a background nature 
had been published, and the first drafts of 
4 studies on substantive problems had been 
sent to the panel During fiscal 1958 the 


first drafts of 10 additional studies went 
to the panel The process of receiving 
and reviewing the panel’s comments and 
views and editing the first drafts was com- 
pleted during fiscal 1958 for 9 studies 
Copies of these, together with the views of 
the panel members, w^ere made available to 
interested persons The studies co\ er the 
following subjects The compulsoiT license 
provisions, the damage provisions, dura- 
tion of copyright, divisibility of copyiight, 
unauthorized duplication of sound re- 
cordings; notice of copyright, protection 
of unpublished works, liability of innocent 
infringers, and operation of the damage 
provisions m practice 

The three preliminary studies previously 
published dealt with the following subjects 
The history of United States copyright law 
revision, 1901-54, the moral right of the 
author, and the meaning of “wTitings” in 
the Constitution 

At the close of fiscal 1958, the first drafts 
of studies on the following subjects were 
m the hands of the panel members The 
economic aspects of the compulsory li- 
cense; fair use of copyrighted works, works 
made for hire and on commission; limita- 
tions on performing rights, and the eco- 
nomic size of the copyright industries 

Studies on some 20 other features of the 
copyright law" w^ere in various stages of 
research at the close of fiscal 1958 The 
more important ones on substantive prob- 
lems of general interest will be sent at an 
early date to the panel 

Two meetings of the panel, together with 
committees of the American Bar Associa- 
tion and of the Association of the Bar of 
the City of New York, were held, at which 
the general revision program and some of 
the substantive issues involved w^ere dis- 
cussed The Register and othei repre- 
sentatives of the Copyright Office also dis- 
cussed the general revision program at 
meetings in California, Chicago, and 
elsewhere with bar groups and trade 
organizations 

LEGISLATI\E MATTERS 

Few new^ bills affecting copyright were 
presented during the Second Session of the 
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85th Congress. The bills introduced dur- 
ing the First Session which were noted in 
last year’s annual report for the most part 
w ere not considered by the Congress during 
the Second Session. 

H R. 8419, which perrmts copyright 
pioprietors to bring infringement actions 
against the Federal Government, passed 
the House on May 19, 1958 At the close 
of the fiscal year it had not yet been re- 
ported out of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee 

The ever-present “jukebox” bill, S. 1870, 
was the subject of extensive hearings on 
April 23-25, 1958, by the Patents, Trade- 
marks and Copyrights Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. The Sub- 
committee reported the matter favorably 
to the full Committee. At the close of the 
fiscal year no action had been taken by that 
body.^ 

Last year’s annual report mentioned two 
bills whose purpose was to establish a loan 
service for captioned films for the deaf and 
to authorize the loan of these films, which 
originally were made available to the Li- 
brary of Congress under the copyright laws 
Although no action was taken on these bills, 
a similar bill introduced in the Senate, S 
1889, was passed by the Senate on August 
23, 1957 No further action had been 
taken with respect to this bill at the close 
of the fiscal year, but a new bill, H R 
13678, was passed on September 2, 1958, 
becoimng Public Law 85-905 ( 85th 

Congress) 

On July 23, 1957, Representative Edwin 
E Willis introduced H. R 8873, a bill for 
the protection of “ornamental designs of 
useful articles” The bill had been de- 
veloped over a period of 3 years by the 
Coordinating Committee on Designs of 
the National Council for Patent Law As- 
sociations, with the Copyright and Patent 
Offices participating in drafting and dis- 
cussing the measure. The need for more 
effective design legislation than that pro- 

* On August 15, 1958, the full Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee reported favorably on S 1870, 
but added an amendment increasing the record- 
ing royalty payment on jukebox records from 
2 to 4 cents 


vided by the patent law has been urged for 
many years. More recent developments 
following the 1954 Supreme Court decision 
m Mazer v. Stem (347 U. S. 201) have 
placed the Copyright Office in a difficult 
administrative position, and indicate clear- 
ly that general protection for designs of 
useful articles under the present copyright 
law is inappropriate The bill was pre- 
paied in an effort to provide equitable and 
practical short-term protection against de- 
sign piracy, while avoiding the defects of 
both the patent and copyright laws in this 
area. Since its introduction the bill has 
been widely disseminated and has been the 
subject of extensive discussion and study 
It is reported that an inter-industry com- 
mittee has been formed to support its basic 
principles Active consideration of the 
problem in the next session of Congress 
is expected 

Senator George A. Smathers introduced 
as S. 2834 on August 21, 1957, a proposal 
to amend Section 310 of the Communica- 
tions Act of 1934 (47 U S C 310) , which, 
while not a copyright bill, would affect the 
operations of music publishers. The bill 
provided that a license for a radio or tele- 
vision broadcasting station should not be 
granted to, or held by, any person or cor- 
poration engaged directly or indirectly in 
the business of publishing music or of man- 
ufacturing or selling musical recordings 
The bill was referred to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, which 
held extensive hearings on the measure 
Four bills, H R 9827, S. 2957, S 3126, 
and S 3187, sometimes referred to as the 
“sputnik” bills, were introduced in January 
1958 in the wake of Russian missile and 
satelhte success They would establish or- 
ganizations or foundations with appropri- 
ated funds to stimulate American scientific 
education by copying, abstracting, and 
translating scientific and technical publi- 
cations, particularly Russian works. While 
these are not copyright bills, they may have 
copyright connotations, since copying, ab- 
stracting, and translation programs may be 
affected at times by copyright laws. 

One of the few new bills of the Second 
Session of the Congress, H. R. 9844, in- 
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troduced on January 8 , 1958, by Repre- 
sentative Frank Thompson^ Jr .5 relates to 
the deposit of sound recordings in the 
Library of Congress and provides penalties 
for failure to comply with the Librarian’s 
demand. Although this bill purports to 
amend Title 17 of the U S. Code, it is, in 
effect, a provision for a ‘‘depot legal’’ 
rather than strictly a copyright matter. 
No action was taken m connection with the 
bill during the year. 

On February 18, 1958, Senator J W. 
Fulbright introduced S 3296, which in 
effect would establish a "domaine public 
payant ” It provides that all music now 
or hereafter in the public domain shall be 
the property of the United States as copy- 
right owner and establishes a “National 
Music Council” to collect royalties and 
utilize the proceeds to encourage the crea- 
tion, understanding, and appreciation of 
music 

Each of these new bills adds something 
borrowed from foreign copyright systems, 
reflecting recent interest in comparing for- 
eign laws on copyright. Foreign nations 
likewise have considered some United 
States features in their current legislative 
programs, again demonstrating the inter- 
national scope and effect of any copyright 
activity. 

COURT DECISIONS 

From the viewpoint of the Copyright 
Office, probably the most interesting court 
decision of the year was that of Bazlie <2? 
Fiddler v Fisher, 117 U. S. P. Q. 334 
(D. G Cir. 1958). This case began as a 
result of the Office’s denying registration of 
a cardboard display-piece descriptively en- 
titled “Self-Supporting Star-Shaped Photo- 
graph Bearing Phonograph Record.” This 
work was rejected as not being within the 
“work-of-art” category for which appli- 
cation was made. The plaintiff sought a 
declaratory judgment requiring the Reg- 
ister to register this as a work of art. The 
lower court’s action in sustaining the Reg- 
ister was upheld by the Court of Appeals. 

Another example of the state of con- 
fusion existing in the area of design pro- 
tection is illustrated by the case of 


Vacheron & Constantin-^Le Coultre 
Watches, Inc v Benrus Watch Co,, Inc,, 

115 U. S P. Q. 115 (D. G. S. D. N. Y. 
1957), The manufacturer of a wrist 
watch with a distinctive dial, designed in 
the space-age style and called “Galaxy,” 
sued the manufacturer of a similar watch 
called “Elegance Constellation” on 
grounds of both copyright and design pat- 
ent infringement, as well as unfair compe- 
tition The watch, for which the Copy- 
right Office had twice denied legistration 
as a work of art, was held not copyright- 
able, but the court saw “nothing reprehen- 
sible” about concurrent reliance on both 
copyright and design patent, remarking 
that “The law as to the relationship be- 
tween copyright and design patent claims 
is in an unsettled state, . . . and pat- 
ent counsel are to be commended m seek- 
ing for their clients protection under both 
heads upon the theoiy that protection un- 
der the one or the other may be upheld by 
the courts ” (On appeal (119 USPQ 189, 
2d Cir Oct 21, 1958) the case was re- 
manded to the district court ) 

Two additional decisions have had an 
effect on the Office’s practices and work- 
load: Boucher V DuBoyes, 253 Fed. 2d 948 
(2d Cir. 1958) and Stasny Music Corp, v. 
Santly-Joy Inc., 156 Fed. Supp 795 (D. G. 
S. D. N. Y. 1957) affirmed 249 F. 2d 957 
( 2d Cir 1957). In the Boucher case the is- 
sue was the question of the copyrightability 
of some costume jewelry, the validity of 
which the court upheld. A pair of ear- 
rings sold by the plaintiff bore the copy- 
right notice on only one of them and the 
defendant attempted to urge that in view 
of the fact that one of a pair of earrings is 
sometimes used as a decorative clip, the 
notice should have been on each of the pair. 
Both courts rejected this argument, point- 
ing out that the fact the earrings could be 
used singly did not mean that they were 
separate works of art. 

The Stasny case illustrated the import- 
ance of complying with the notice-of-use 
provision. The case was dismissed be- 
cause at the time of the alleged infringe- 
ment plaintiff’s notice of use, required un- 
der Section 1 (e), had not been filed, and 
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the court held that this was a complete 
bar to the action The past year’s inciease 
in the recording of notices of use m the 
Gop\ right Office was doubtless influenced 
by this decision 

In Gibran v National Commission of 
Gi&mn, 117 U.S.P Q 218(2dCir 1958), 
the author had willed the royalties from 
his writings to his native village At the 
time for leneual the author had died, leav- 
ing a will in which no executor \v as named 
There were no widow or children, and the 
issue involved was whether the statute 
gave the renewal copyright to the author’s 
sister, as next of km, or whether his ‘"ad- 
ministrator eta” w’^as the proper re- 
new’al claimant The Court of Appeals 
reconsidered statements in an earlier case 
suggesting that an administrator eta. 
has no right to renew, and, under the cir- 
cumstances in this case, held that the ad- 
ministrator eta rather than the next 
of km was the proper lenew^al claimant. 
The decision has focused attention on a 
gap in the renewal provision — one that has 
plagued the Copyright Office for many 
\ears 

Another renewal case was that of Miller 
Music Corp V. Charles N, Daniels, Inc , 
116 U S P Q 92 (S D N Y 1957), 
which involved the renewal of the song 
“Moonlight and Roses ” In this case one 
of the co-authors assigned his renewals to 
the plaintiff, but died prior to the renewal 
Near When the executor obtained the 
renew^al and made distribution to the 
residuary legatees, who subsequently as- 
signed their rights to the defendant, the 
plaintiff contested the validity of such re- 
newal The court, in granting the de- 
fendant’s motion for summary judgment, 
held that the executor was not bound to 
carry out the testator’s agreement, that the 
renewal rights are statutory, and that un- 
der the copyright law the executor is au- 
thorized to renew or dispose of the copy- 
rights for the benefit of the legatees 

The case of Continental Casualty Co v 
Beardsley referred to in last year’s report, 
which concerned the copyright of insur- 
ance forms, was appealed to the Court of 
Appeals during the year, 117 U. S P Q 


1 (7th Cir 1958). The lower court’s de- 
cision upholding the copyright ability of 
the form was modified and affirmed At 
the end of the year a petition for certiorari 
w^as pending m the Supreme Court 

The rather unusual opinion referred to 
in last year’s report, Young v Hickerson, 
Inc, 159 NYS 2d 612 (Municipal Ct. of 
N Y, Bor of Manhattan, 45th Dist. 
1957), in which the Court held that a 
copyright notice on a photograph was suffi- 
cient to apprise an infringer of proprietory 
rights and the contractual relationship be- 
tween the photographer and the photo- 
graphed person, was overruled on appeal, 
170 NYS 2d 168 (S Ct N Y., App Term, 
1st Dept , 1957) The Supreme Court of 
the State of New York pointed out that the 
plaintiff’s remedy was for copyright in- 
fringement, which was a Federal question, 
and dismissed the action on the ground 
that the State court lacked jurisdiction 

An interesting case which provides a 
rather extensive review of the activities 
of one of the performing rights societies, 
SESAC, is that of Affiliated Music Enter- 
prises, Inc v SESAC, Inc , 160 F Supp 
865 (S D N Y. 1958) Plaintiff filed a 
treble-damage action under the antitrust 
laws and defendant counterclaimed for un- 
fair competition Both actions were dis- 
missed by the court, which hinted that the 
defendant might have violated the anti- 
trust statutes by reason of its affiliation 
agreement and its licensing procedure but 
held that even though this were so, the 
plaintiff was not found to be hurt by the 
alleged action 

The Supreme Court, in the case of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, Inc v 
Loewis, Inc , 356 U. S 43 (1958), by an 
equally divided court upheld the lower 
court’s decision that television comedian 
Jack Benny, who had performed a parody 
of a copyrighted motion picture, had in 
fact infringed the motion-picture property 
right It now appears that a burlesque of 
a copyrighted work infringes if it repro- 
duces the work extensively It is interest- 
ing to note, however, that a case which 
arose in the same circuit as the Benny 
case involving burlesque by another come- 
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dian, Sid Caesar, was found by the District 
Court not to be an infringement in view 
of the fact that the burlesque did not ad- 
here closely to the original copynghted 
version ^ 

International Developments 

UNIVERSAL COPYRIGHT CONVENTION 

Among the most important events of the 
year, so far as international copyright de- 
velopments were concerned, was the 
United Kingdom’s ratification of the Uni- 
versal Copyright Convention, which be- 
came effective on September 27, 1957 
Austria’s ratification, mentioned in last 
year’s report, became effective on July 2, 
1957 The greatest impact on the U S. 
Copyright Office of the United Kingdom’s 
ratification was the reduction m the num- 
ber of foreign registrations, particularly in 
the ad interim category. It meant that 
books by British nationals first published in 
a country party to the Universal Copyright 
Convention other than the United States 
were, under the terms of the Convention, 
protected in this country without the re- 
quirements of United States manufacture 
or registration; and importation restrictions 
were lifted Ad interim registrations dur- 
ing the fiscal year decreased 42 percent 
Many problems have arisen concerning 
importation, since there are still circum- 
stances calling for ad interim registration. 
It has been necessary to work in close liaison 
with the customs authorities and the pub- 
lishing industry in devising practical in- 
structions covering new situations m the 
international flow of literary and artistic 
material 

The Register of Copyrights presided 
over the week-long second session of the 
Intergovernmental Copyright Committee 
(of the Universal Copyright Convention), 
which met m Washington October 7—11, 
1957 In addition to delegates from the 
12 member countries of the Committee, 
there were representatives of 26 States not 
members of the Committee and of the 
Bureau of the International Unions for the 

^ Columbia Pictures Corp v NBCy 137 F 
Supp 348 (S D Cal 1955) 


Protection of Industrial, Liteiarv" and 
Artistic Property, the Organization of 
American States, and Unesco, at the final 
meeting the Director General of Unesco 
was the speaker A full report of the 
proceedings of the Committee was later 
published by Unesco. 

India and Argentina had representatives 
at the Intergovernmental Copyright Com- 
mittee meeting, and they announced their 
countries’ intention to ratify the Conven- 
tion shortly These countries had amended 
their copyright la'ws in the i aspects neces- 
sary to become parties to the Convention, 
and, effective January 21, 1958, and Febru- 
ary 13, 1958, respectively, India and Argen- 
tina became the 28th and 29th States to 
adhere to the UCC 

Every UCC ratification or accession has 
been preceded by lengthy and learned de- 
liberation and debate on enabling domestic 
legislation required by the Convention for 
its effectuation The desire to take advan- 
tage of the international reciprocity offered 
by the Convention has created new" interest 
in copyright law all over the world Many 
nations have brought their laws up to date 
and are continually studying new features 
to accommodate technological advances 

COPYRIGHT LAWS AND TREATIES OF THE 
WORLD 

A great help in the comparative study 
of copyright laws has been the compilation 
Copyjight Laws and Treaties of the World, 
published by Unesco and the Bureau of 
National Affairs in looseleaf form in 1956 
The Copyright Office continued last year 
to assist the publishers in collecting and 
editing supplementary material for this 
work The first (1958) annual supple- 
ment was distributed early in 1958, and 
work on the second supplement was sub- 
stantially completed 

NEIGHBORING RIGHTS 

Earlier in this report mention was made 
of performers, the part they can play in the 
international scene, and the relationship 
of copyright This relationship raises the 
interesting problem of the so-called ‘“neigh- 
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boring rights” (those rights said to be 
“neighboring” on or related to copyright) , 
which were briefly mentioned m last year’s 
report and on which there is continuing 
activity throughout the world. Perform- 
ing artists, record manufacturers, and 
broadcasters, who add something of value 
to intellectual properties, are not protected 
by many existing copyright statutes Three 
international organizations have been ac- 
tively engaged in studying the problem and 
preparing proposals for the possible inter- 
national protection of these “neighboring” 
rights, namely, Unesco, the Berne Bureau 
(The Bureaux of the International Unions 
for the Protection of Industrial, Literary 
and Artistic Property), and the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization Two draft 
conventions have been drawn, one pre- 
pared jointly under the auspices of Unesco 
and the Berne Bureau, and the other spon- 
sored by the International Labor Organiza- 
tion During the past year these two docu- 
ments were submitted to the governments 
of member countries for comment. The 
United States’ reply, submitted on October 
16, 1957, through the State Department, 
made no comments or suggestions on spe- 
cific substanbve provisions of the draft 
agreements, which differ on fundamental 
issues and basic principles, but suggested 
that “any agreement on ‘neighboring rights’ 
should be based upon concepts of intellec- 
tual property and be developed in close 
interrelation with the existing international 
copyright conventions,” and that the Mon- 
aco draft “represents a sounder basis for 
further discussions.” Comments were also 
submitted by 40 other countries. 

WASHINGTON CONVENTION OF 1946 

In April 1958 President Eisenhower sent 
a message to the Senate withdrawing 
the inter-American copynght convention 
signed at Washington on June 22, 1946 


The United States had never ratified this 
convention. 

Staff Activities 

Members of the Copyright Office staff 
have devoted much of their extracurricular 
time to professional work to increase their 
knowledge and to promote better relations 
between the Office and the public with 
which it deals. Its catalogers are active 
in such library organizations as the Ameri- 
can Library Association, the Special Li- 
braries Association, the Music Library 
Association, and the Institute on Catalog 
Code Revision, and its lawyers have par- 
ticipated actively in bar associations, serv- 
ing on copyright committees and panels, 
and taking part in symposia, as well as 
speaking before special groups. Others 
have contributed to the Bulletin of the 
Copynght Society of the U. S. A., to year- 
books, and to various foreign and domestic 
periodicals 

Barbara A. Ringer, Assistant Chief of the 
Examining Division, received a citation 
from the William A. Jump Memorial 
Foundation “in recognition of her exem- 
plary achievement and special contribution 
to the efficiency and prestige of the public 
service ” She was particularly commended 
for her outstanding contnbutions and ex- 
ceptional skill in connection with the de- 
velopment of H. R. 8873, the new draft 
design bill. 

The Register and other representatives 
of the Copyright Office met on various 
occasions with committees of the American 
Bar Association, the Association of the Bar 
of the City of New York, the Federal Bar 
Association of New York, New Jersey, and 
Connecticut, and with California and 
Illinois Bar groups, as well as with various 
other trade and professional groups, to 
discuss copyright problems 
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lUgistratton by Subject Matter Classes for the Fiscal Tears 1954-58 


Glass 

Subject matter of copyright 

1954 

1955 

1956 1 

1957 j 

1958 

A 

Books 

(a) Printed in the United States: 
Books, pamphlets, leaflets, etc 

46, 608 

49, 142 

49, 373 

48 , 811 

53 , 275 


Contributions to newspapers and 
periodicals 

3, 294 

3, 746 

3, 490 

3,214 

3 , 355 


Total 

49, 902 

52, 888 

52, 863 

52, 025 

56 , 630 


(b) Printed abroad m a foreign Ian- 
guage 

3, 697 

3, 694 

3, 115 

2,915 

2, 937 


(c) English books registered for ad 
interim copyright 

1,458 

1,578 

1,454 

1, 777 

1 , 030 


Total . 

55, 057 

58, 160 

57, 432 

56, "17 

60, 597 

B 

Periodicals (numbers) . , , 

60, 667 

59, 448 

58, 576 

59, 724 

60, 691 

G 

Lectures, sermons, addresses 

769 

813 

771 

j i;oo3 

852 

D 1 

Dramatic or dramatico-musical composi- 
tions . ... 

3,527 

3, 493 

3, 329 

2, 764 

2, 754 

E 

Musical compositions 

58,213 

57, 527 

58, 330 

59, 614 

66, 515 

E 

Maps 

2,390 

2,013 

2, 242 

2, 084 

1,614 

G 

Works of art, models or designs 

3, 170 

3, 456 

4, 168 

4,557 

5,019 

H 

Reproductions of works of art 

572 

900 

785 

914 

1,044 

I 

Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or 
technical character 

1,300 

1, 350 ' 

1, 132 ! 

699 

683 

J 

Photographs 

1,049 

1,105 ' 

1,408 

964 

1,037 

K 

Prints and pictorial illustrations 

4, 103 

3,793 

3,306 

3, 409 

3, 413 


(KK) Commercial prints and labels 

10, 784 

10, 505 

9, 491 

8, 687 

8, 924 

L 

Motion-picture photoplays ... 

1, 170 

1,216 

1,659 

1,967 

2, 451 

M 

Motion pictures not photoplays ... | 

1, 386 

1, 434 

1,353 

1,231 

748 

R 

Renewals of all classes 

18, 508 

19, 519 

20, 926 

21, 473 

22, 593 


Total 

222, 665 

224, 732 

224, 908 

225, 807 

238, 935 


Statement of Gross Cask Receipts, Yearly Fees, Number of Registrations, etc , for the Fiscal Tears 

1954-58 


Fiscal year 

Gross receipts 

Yearly fees 
applied 

Number of 
registrations 

Increases in 
registrations 

1954 

^913,663 78 

$871,463 50 

222, 665 

4, 159 

1955 

941,365 75 

881,017 00 

224, 732 

2, 067 

1956 

930, 351 82 

881,612 50 

224,908 ! 

176 

1957 

938,408 70 

892,612 50 

225,807 

899 

1958 

992,865 59 

945,231 50 

238,935 

13, 128 

Total 

$4, 716,655 64 

$4,471,937 00 

1, 137, 047 
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J'i'umber of Articles Deposited During the Fiscal Tears 1954—58 


Class 

Subject matter of cop\ right 

1954 

1 

! 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

\ 

Books 

(a) Printed m the United States 
Books, pamphlets, leaflets, 
etc 

93, 216 

98, 284 

98, 746 

97, 622 

106, 550 


Contributions to newspapers 
and periodicals 

3, 294 

3, 746 

3, 490 

3, 214 

3, 355 


Total 

96, 510 

102, 030 

102, 236 

100, 836 

109, 905 


(b) Printed abroad in a foreign lan- 
guage 

6, 954 

6, 846 

5, 823 

5, 326 

5, 404 


(c) English books registered for ad 
interim copyright 

2, 557 

2, 697 

2, 504 

3, 028 

1, 689 


Total 

106, 021 

111, 573 

110, 563 

109, 190 

116, 998 

B 

Periodicals 

121, 312 

118,838 

117, 122 

119, 390 

121, 362 

C 

Lectures, sermons, etc 

769 

813 

771 

1, 003 

852 

D 

; Dramatic or dramatico-musical composi- 
[ tions 

3, 990 

4, 020 

3, 862 

3, 260 

3, 212 

E 

j Musical compositions 

74, 387 

74, 907 

75,815 

76, 825 

84, 445 

F 

Maps 

4, 779 

4, 026 

4, 484 

4, 167 

3, 228 

G 

1 Works of art, models or designs 

4, 574 

5, 172 

6, 664 

7, 520 

8, 861 

H 

[ Reproductions of works of art 

1, 082 

1, 774 

1, 554 

1, 814 

2, 076 

I 

Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or 
technical character 

1, 992 

2, 043 

1,779 

1, 111 

1, 099 

J 

Photogi aphs 

1, 740 

1, 850 

2, 387 

1, 647 

1, 547 

K 

Prints, labels and pictorial illustrations 

29, 772 

28, 581 

25, 590 

24, 188 

24, 667 

L 

Motion-picture photoplays 

2, 265 

2, 382 

3, 293 

3, 933 

4, 897 

\1 

Motion pictures not photoplays 

2, 576 

2, 707 

2, 518 

2, 215 

1, 364 


Total 

355, 259 

358, 686 

356, 402 

356, 263 

374, 608 
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SUMMARY OF COPYRIGHT BUSINESS, FISCAL YEAR 1958 

Balance on hand July 1, 1957 . $208, 5'^4 13 

Gross receipts July 1, 1957 to June 30, 1958 . 992, 865 59 


Total to be accounted for 



1,201,439 72 

Refunded 


$43,671 90 


Checks returned unpaid 


98” 75 


Deposited as earned fees 

. . 

934, ”48 00 


Balance carried over to July 1, 1958. 




Fees earned m June 1958 but not deposited until Julv 




1958 

$85,642 50 



Unfinished business balance 

21,504.58 



Deposit accounts balance 

114,884 99 





222,032 07 





1,201 439 72 

Registrations for prints and labels 


8, 924 

53, 544 CO 

Registrations for published works 


143, 419 

573, 676 CO 

Registrations for unpublished works 


52, 892 

211,568 00 

Registrations lor renewals 


22, 593 

45, 186 00 

Total number of registrations ^ 


227, 828 


Fees for registrations 



883, 9"4 00 

Fees for recording assignments 


$24, 504 00 


Fees for indexing transfers of proprietorship 


10,428 00 


Fees for notices of user recorded 


10,453 50 


Fees for certified documents 


2,348 00 


Fees for searches made 


13, 524 00 





61,257 50 


Total fees earned - • • $945, 231 50 


^ Excludes 11,107 registraUons made under Public Law 84 

Respectfully submitted^ 

Arthur Fisher 

Register of Copyrights 

Washington, D C , 

October 3^ 1958 







Appendix I. Library of Congress Trust Fund Board 

SUMMARY OF REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1958 


Membership Members of the Library of 
Congress Trust Fund Board at the close of fiscal 
1958 were 
Ex officio members 

Robert B Anderson, Secretan" of the Treas- 
ury, Chairman 

L Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Con- 
gress, Secretary 

Theodore Francis Green, Chairman, Joint 
Committee on the Library 
Appointive Members 

Benjamin M McKelway (reappointed for 
the period March 9, 1958 to March 9, 
1963) 

Agnes E Meyer (reappointed for the period 
May 25, 1955 to March 9, 1960) 

Gifts and Bequests Accepted During Fiscal 

1958 

Additional gifts were received from Mrs Ger- 
trude Clarke Whittall for the Gertrude Clarke 
Whittall Foundation (for music) and the Ger- 
trude Clarke Whittall Poetry and Literature 
Fund [Mrs Whittall arranged for the termi- 
nation of a trust and the distribution of the 
principal to the Library^ of Congress Trust Fund, 
to be divided into two equal parts, for the pur- 
poses of the foundation and the Fund The 
property was last appraised on November 22, 
1957, when the market value was approximately 
$636,000 Terminating and outstanding ex- 
penses of the trust were estimated to be some- 
what m excess of $10,000 ] 

Changes in Investments 
The following changes in investments held by 
the Board occurred during fiscal 1958, and the 
net proceeds were deposited in the Permanent 
Loan account 

Bequest of Archer M Huntington Fund In 
March, 1958 the Treasury reported the sale of 
nine United States of America 2]A percent 
Treasury Bonds in the amount of $10,000 each, 
due September 15, 1956-1959. The net pro- 
ceeds of the principal amounted to $90,140 63 
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foundation On 
April 1, 1958 $30,000 in United States Savings, 
Senes G, 2/2 percent Bonds matured 


Meetings of the Board The annual meeting 
for fiscal 1958 had to be delayed until after the 
close of the year The Board met in the Office 
of the Librarian of Congress on Julv 25, 1958 
At this session the Board confirmed the poll votes 
taken since its last meeting on March 6, 1956, 
discussed the possible need for reexamination of 
the in\ estments held b% the Board and appro\ ed 
the annual reports for the Board for fiscal 1956 
and 1957 The Board approved the following 
resolution concerning the Carnegie Corporation 
Grant for the Chair of Fine Arts 

RESOLVED, that the Librarian of 
Congress, as Secretary of the Library 
of Congress Trust Fund Board, be 
authorized to enter m the name of 
the Library of Congress Trust Fund 
Board a petition to the Courts of the 
United States for a cy pres ruling con- 
cerning the conditions now governing 
the grant of the Carnegie Corporation 
to the Library of Congress for the 
maintenance of the Chair of Fine Arts, 
to permit the promotion and encour- 
agement of interest and understanding 
of the fine arts in this country through 
a) measures designed to establish or 
strengthen professional liaison in the 
field of fine arts with cultural institu- 
tions, associations, and individuals, b) 
special facilities for the benefit of 
scholars in the field of fine arts, c) 
projects m the fine arts of special inter- 
est to the general public, and d) pay- 
ment of honoraria for services ren- 
dered in connection with the Chair of 
Fine Arts 

The Board approved the continuation of the 
present distribution of the Huntington Fund 
between the Chair of Poetry in the English Lan- 
guage and the Hispanic Society Room, and 
agreed that the use of the Hispanic Society 
Room should be left to the discretion of the 
Librarian of Congress as long as such use is 
within the general framework of the wishes of 
the donor 
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REPORT OF 

Su?nmary of Actwitzes^ Fiscal 1958^ Supported 
by Funds Held by the Board 

L Support of 5 Chairs. American History, 
Aeronautics, Geography, Music, Poetry in 
the English Language 

2 Support of consultant work on Hispanic 
materials, special exhibit programs, Ameri- 
can letters, the National Union Catalog, the 
Legislative Reference Sen ice, and shelf- 
listmg operations 

3 Support of woik connected with the acqui- 
sition of Hispanic pubhcations 

4 Purchase of Hispanic materials for the Li- 
brary’s collections. 

5. Purchase of Slavic materials for the Li- 
brary’s collections 

6 Support of work concerned with interpreta- 
tion of Spanish and Portuguese materials. 

7. Support of grants for musical research and 
performance of music under the Coolidge 
Foundation 

B Commissioning of original music works, the 
manuscripts of which will be added to the 
Library’s collections 

9 Publication of a lecture on music 

1 0 Presentation of concerts in the Coolidge 
Auditorium under the Gertrude Clarke 
Whittali Foundation (for music) 

11. Maintenance of the collection of Stradivari 
instruments and Tourte bows in the Library 
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12 Presentation of poetry and literature read- 
ings in the Coolidge Auditorium under the 
Gertrude Clarke Whittali Fund for Poetry 
and Literature 

13 Purchase of one flute, repair, and preserva- 
tion of the flutes in the Dayton G Miller 
Collection, and purchase of material per- 
taining to flutes 

14 Furtherance of work for the blind 

15 Presentation of the 16th National Exhibition 
of Prints 

16 Purchase of 668 prints for addition to the 
Joseph and Elizabeth Robins Pennell Collec- 
tion in the Library 

17. Maintenance of the Hispanic Society Room 

18 Support of bibliographical and other work 
concerned with South Asian materials in the 
Libraiy 

19 Presentation of a lecture on Islamic archi- 
tecture 

20 Acquisition and preparation for service of 
microfilm and other reproductions of manu- 
script material on American history in 
European ai chives 

2 1 Support of work on the processing and serv- 
ice of American historical materials. 

22 Honoraria to 4 members of the Library staff 
for responsibilities additional to their regu- 
lar duties, undertaken in connection with 
the concert program and the poetry read- 
ings 


Summary of Income and Obligations 



Permanent 
Loan Account 

Investment 

Account 

Total 

Unobligated funds carried forward from fiscal 1957 
Adjustment for 1957 obligations. 

Income, fiscal 1958 . 

$169, 166 00 
1,204 35 
146,942 38 

$26,191 56 

2 55 
16,523 92 

: $195, 357 56 
1,206 90 
163,466 30 

Available for obligation, fiscal 1958 

$317, 312 73 

$42,718 03 

$360, 030 76 

Obligations, fiscal 1958 

131,205 31 

25,908 39 

157, 113 70 

Carried forward to fiscal 1959 

$186, 107 42 

$16, 809 64 

$ 202 , 917 06 




Appendix 11. Statistics of Acquisitions and Acquisitions Work 

A. RECEIPTS, FISCAL YEARS 1957 AND 1958, BY SOURCE 




1 By purchase from — 

Appropriated funds 
Air Research 

Copyright Office Reference Materials 
Increase of the Law Library 
Increase of the Library of Congress General 
Legislative Reference Service .... 

Gift Funds 
Aaronsohn 
Anonymous 
Astia (TID) 

Babine Fund 
Blake 

Bourne Fund 
Camera Eye 
Confidential 
Dixie Container Gorp 
Ford Foundation 
Friends of Music 
Gitelson Fund 
Guggenheim Fund 
Houghton Fund 
Hubbard Fund 
Huntington Fund 
Loeb Fund . 

Miller Fund 
Pennell Fund 
Semitic Fund 
Stern Fund 
Whittall Fund 
Wilbur Fund 

Total 

2 By virtue of law from — 

Books foi the blind 
Copyright 
Public Printer 

Smithsonian Institution, regular deposit . . 

Total 

3. By official donations from — 

Local agencies 
State agencies 

Transfers from Federal agencies 
Total . 

4 By exchange from — 

Domestic exchange 

Foreign governments (including international exchange) 
Total . 


5 i 

10 

1,800 i 

2, 953 

62,681 i 

52, 992 

444,776 ; 

373, 768 

i 

10, 406 

9 

3 

18 

40 

2 

40 


3 

17 

28 

13 

26 

30 


3, 279 

280 

3 


55 

6 


12 

3 

2 

12 

66 

3, 349 

2, 678 

1 

1 

4 

2 

438 

668 

17 

77 


39 

1,707 

568 

518, 221 

444, 668 

2,611 

3, 039 

356,263 

374, 608 

542, 766 

594, 050 

5, 086 

5, 176 

906, 726 

976, 873 

3, 875 

2, 433 

105, 300 

103, 790 

2, 517, 324 

1, 673, 321 

2, 626, 499 

1, 779, 544 

21,478 

17, 822 

434, 366 

440, 108 


455, 844 


796, 031 
5, 303, 321 


5 By gift from individual and unofficial sources 
Total Receipts 


457, 930 
852, 632 
4,511,647 
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B ADDITIONS TO THE COLLECTIONS AND TOTAL CONTENTS OF THE 
LIBRARY, FISCAL YEARS 1957 AND 1958 



Additions to the 
collections 

Total contents of the 
Library 

1957 

1958 

1957 

1958 

\"olumes and pamphlets 

281,760 

353, 702 

11,057, 773 

11, 411,475 

Bound newspaper volumes 

3, 094 

2, 374 

159, 015 

161,389 

Manuscripts (pieces) 

361,707 

218, 264 

15, 469, 572 

15,687, 836 

Maps and \iews 

28, 251 

69, 898 

2, 317, 388 

2, 387, 286 

Mici ocards 

6, 997 

8, 648 

27, 016 

35, 664 

Microprint cards 

12, 026 

18, 220 

82, 144 

100, 364 

Microfilms (i eels and strips ) 

12, 975 

20, 286 

134, 762 

155,048 

Motion pictures (reels) 

3,016 

3, 051 

118, 832 

121, 883 

Music (volumes and pieces) 

32, 566 

30, 386 

1, 958, 186 

1,988, 572 

Phonograph recordings (records) 

3,553 

2, 781 

101, 490 

104, 271 

Talking books for the blind 

15, 693 

19, 374 

395, 494 

414,868 

Photographic negatives, prints, and slides 

19,875 

22, 989 

2, 946, 854 

2, 969, 843 

Prints and reproductions (pieces) 

330 

1 “712 

583, 591 

582, 879 

Other (broadsides, photostats, posteis, etc ) 

5, 139 

18,019 

766, 522 

784, 541 

Total 

786, 982 

787, 280 

36, 118, 639 

36, 905,919 


^ Material disposed of as not suitable for the collections 
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C ADDITIONS TO AND TOTAL CONTENTS OF THE ORIENT.ALIA COLLECTIONS 



Volumes and pamphlets 

Bound newspaper 
volumes 


Additions 

Total 

contents 

Additions | 

Total 

contents 

i 

! 

193" 1 

1958 

1958 

195"^ 

1958 

1958 

j 

Far Eastern Languages 1 

Chinese | 

1 

i 

6,768 1 

1 

7,100 

315, 528 

1 

0 ' 

0 


Japanese ^ 1 

8,597 i 

7, 165 , 

^ 418, 541 

0 

0 

258 

Korean 

842 ! 

312 , 

9, 129 

0 

0 

0 

Total 1 

16,207 I 

14, 577 

743, 198 

0 

0 ' 

735 

Near East Languages 

Arabic i 

565 ‘ 

712 1 

13, 802 

5 i 

0 ' 

420 

Armenian 

197 : 

120 I 

2, 617 

0 * 

29 

59 

Georgian 

1 

122 1 

122 

0 

0 ' 

0 

Persian 

338 1 

473 1 

3, 651 

23 

r 1 

410 

Turkish 

603 i 

465 

9,258 

2 i 

0 ! 

2 

Other 

356 1 

15 

2,321 

0 ! 

! 

0 1 

48 

Total 

2,059 1 

1,907 

31, '"71 1 

30 

46 

939 

South Asia Languages 

Assamese 

0 , 

0 1 

10 ‘ 

i 

0 I 

0 ' 

0 

Bengali 

265 

215 

1, 685 

0 ’ 

0 1 

48 

Ceylonese 

4 

9 

174 

0 

0 ^ 

17 

Gujarati 

22 

21 

1,051 ' 

0 

0 

92 

Hindi 

384 

363 

2, 383 

0 

0 1 

155 

Kannada 

0 

4 1 

146 

0 

0 

r 

Marathi 

715 

103 

1,322 ’ 

0 

0 1 

26 

Nepali 

12 

8 

610 

0 

0 : 

2 

Punjabi 

0 

1 

121 

0 

0 

11 

Sanskrit 

12 

73 

2, 156 

0 

0 

0 

Tamil 

11 

21 

374 

0 : 

0 

56 

Telugu 

11 

4 1 

85 

0 i 

0 

34 

Tibetan 

0 

0 

i 951 

0 ' 

0 

0 

Urdu 

410 

223 

1, 827 

0 

0 

204 

Other 

6 

11 

111 ! 

0 

0 

^^6 

Total 

1,852 

1,056 

13,006 

0 

' 0 i 

' 1 

738 

Southeast Asia Languages 

Burmese 

88 

100 

1, 894 1 

0 

1 

; 0 

1 

0 

Cambodian 

43 

1 

162 ' 

0 

’ 0 

0 

Indonesian 

362 

142 

2, 022 

0 

1 0 

0 

Laotian 

24 

5 

79 : 

0 

! 0 

t 0 

Malay 

14 

3 

101 1 

0 

i 0 

0 

Tagalog 

8 

23 

161 i 

0 

0 

0 

Thai 

249 

94 

6, 1 59 ' 

0 

> 0 

0 

Vietnamese 

54 

22 

337 

0 

0 

0 

Other 

0 

0 

226 1 

0 

1 ^ 

0 

Total 

842 

390 

11,141 

0 

1 0 

0 

Hebraica 

1,205 

2, 353 

58,979 

0 

! 0 

1 262 

Total 

22, 165 

20, 283 

858, 095 

30 

46 

2, 674 


1 This total allows for the transjet to the ^National Library of Medicine of 1,790 volumes during 7957—58 
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D. STATISTICS OF ACQUISITIONS ^VORK, REFERENCE DEPARTMENT, 

FISCAL YEARS 1957 AND 1958 



1957 

1958 

Lists and offers scanned . 

45, 142 

45, 807 

Items searched 

51, 245 

79, 147 

Recommendations made for acquisitions 

65, 869 

68, 457 

Items accessioned 

1, 588, 603 

1, 647, 325 

Items disposed of 

2, 334, 214 

2, 936, 110 

Total man-hours devoted to acquisitions 

25, 474 

24, 566 


E. STATISTICS OF ACQUISITIONS WORK, LAW LIBRARY, FISCAL YEARS 

1957 AND 1958 




1957 

1958 

Lists and offers scanned 

Items searched , 

Recommendations made for acquisition 

• 

1,822 
21, 294 
4, 380 

1,496 
19, 608 
4,71S 


F. STATISTICS OF ACQUISITIONS WORK, PROCESSING DEPARTMENT, 

FISCAL YEARS 1957 AND 1958 



1957 

1958 

Order Division 



Evaluations 

744 

771 

Reference inquiries answered 

2, 083 

1,737 

Order Section* 



Titles searched 

23, 840 

29, 674 

Purchase requisitions acted upon 

32, 870 

39, 586 

Pieces accessioned 

107, 333 

111, 169 

Invoices . 



Received 

10, 248 

10, 906 

Cleared , 

10' 386 

1 10, 504 

On hand at end of period 

' 447 

. 849 

Serial Record Division 


j 

Serial parts processed 



Pieces processed 

1, 625, 641 

i 1, 365, 332 

Volumes added to classified collections 

29, 566 

18, 279 

Total serial parts processed. . 

1, 655, 207 

1, 383, 611 

Reference inquiries handled* ' 



Telephone inquiries 

41, 767 

36, 624 

Personal and written inquiries 

2, 851 

5, 339- 

Total reference inquiries handled 

1 44, 618 

41, 963 

New entries made 

1 20, 123 

14, 470 

Materials awaiting disposition* 



Pieces awaiting first search 

18,511 

10, 500’ 

Pieces awaiting further search 

1,419 

2, lOS 

Pieces awaiting cataloging 

1, 123 

741 

Total awaiting disposition . 

21,053 

13, 346. 


^ Adjusted figure. 
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F. STATISTICS OF ACQUISITIONS WORK, PROCESSING DEPARTMENT, 
FISCAL YEARS 1957 AND 1958— Continued 


} 

.. . s 

1957 

1958 

Exchange and Gift Division i 

Exchange Sections I 

Correspondence ^ 

Requests sent (form letters) i 

Acknowledgments (form letters) j 

Incoming pieces handled 

6,472 
14, 524 ! 
16, 184 I 
4, 785, 100 

6, 176 
17, 450 
17, 621 
4,052, 610 

Outgoing pieces handled 

Exchange 

Transfer 

Donations to institutions 

Sales 

Pulping 

i 

799,705 1 
70,764 
57, 303 ! 
699 1 

2, 959, 384 

856, 863 
73, 792 
73, 621 
43 

2 4, 894, 077 

Total 

3, 887, 855 

; 5, 898, 396 

Gift Section 

Correspondence 

Requests sent (form letters) 

Acknowledgments (form letters) 

Incoming pieces handled* 

Gift Section 

Manuscript Division 

4, 099 
9, 869 
3, 636 

497, 122 
298, 909 

3, 927 
11, 287 
3, 266 

584, 225 
268, 407 

Total 

796, 031 

852, 632 

Unaccessioned gift items (estimate) 

15, 000 


Monthly Checklist of State Publications* 

Items listed for pubhcation 

Items requested 

Incoming pieces handled 

12, 866 
2, 085 
67, 904 

12, 065 
2, 441 
66, 113 


2 This total includes umaanted items from large quantities of accumulated unprocessed materials in the custody of 
the Reference JDepartment custodial divisions reviewed by the st^ of these divisions and the Selection Officer^ such as 
copyright deposits, unbound newspapers, LC publications, WPA nonbook materials, and transfers from Federal agencies 




